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UMAN :KnowLEDGEt has been ” — 
{tributed by Philoſophers into dif- 


ferent Branches, and into. more or fewer 
Diviſions, ac to the r more or leſs 


A2 extenſive 


hs 7 hings Human and Divine.“ 


+1, 7 


extenſive Views, which they have taken 


of the various Subjects of Human Enquiry. 


A great Philoſopher * has 
laid it out into three general 
Provinces, HisTory, PozTRY, 
and Pn1LosoPHY ; which he refers to three 
ſeveral Powers of the Mind, Mzmozy, IMa- 
GINATION, and REasoN. Memory ſtores 


Partition of ; 
Knowledge. 


up Facts, or Ideas, which are the Materials 
5 Knowledge. Imagination ranges and 


combines them into different Aſſemblages 
or Pictures. Reaſon obſerves their Diffe- 
rences, Connections, and mutual Rela- 
tions, and argues concerning them. 

The laſt is the proper Buſi- 
"neſs of PRiLoOoSO HY, which 
has been defined, the Know- 
ce ledge of whatever exiſts,” or the Science 
Accord- 
ing to this Definition, its Object compre- 


Philoſophy. i in 


general. 


hends the Univerſe or Whole of Things. It 


traces whatever can be known by Man 
concerning the Derty and his Worts, their 


Natures, Powers, Operations, and Con- 


nections. 3 
a Therefore to give our Defi- 
Divi ion of ib Preciß r ap 
Philoſply. nition more Preciſion, ParLo- 


— 


: 8OPHY may be defined, the 
| Know- . 


„ vid. Bacon. 45. Scient. Lib. I. * 1. 


is likewiſe called a Scikxcx, 
as it deduces thoſe Rules from 


5 F - 


Philoſophy inveſtigates the Pro- 
perties and Operations of Body 
or Matter. Moral Philoſophy Moral. 


contemplates Human Nature, 
its Moral Powers and Connections, and few m 


theſe deduces the Laws of Action; and is 
defined more ſtrictly the “ Science of Max- 


ERS or Dur y, which it traces from 
„Man's Nature and Condition, and ſhews 


to terminate in his Happineſs.” There- 


fore it is called Ethics, Diſciplina Morum. 
In fewer Words, it is the Knowledge of 
« our DuTy and FELicity, or the Art of 


«© being virtuous and happy.” 
It is denominated an ART, 


as it contains a Syſtem of Rules Howan Art. 


for becoming virtuous and hap- 


y. Whoever practiſes theſe Rules, by ſo 
doing, attains an habitual Power and Fa- 


cility of becoming virtuous and happy. it 


Science. 
the Principles and Connections 


of our Nature, and proves that the Obſer- 
A -Þ Vance 


Knowledge of the Univerſe, or of Nature, 
and of its Powers, Operations and Con- 
. nections, with juſt Reaſonings 
deduced from thence. Natural - Natural. 


ow a ; 


LEES 
vance of them is productive of « our Hap- 
pinels. 
It is an Art, and a Science of the high- 
eſt Dignity, Importance, and 


Is Object, Uﬀe. Its Object is Man's Duty, 


or his Conduct. in the ſeveral 
Moral Capacities and Connec- 

Its Office. tions which he ſuſtains. Its Of- 
fice is to direct that Conduct, 

to ſhew whence our Obligations ariſe and 
where they terminate. Its Ce, 

Jes End. or End, is the Attainment of 
Its Means. * « Happineſs; ; and the Means it 
5 employs are Rules for the right 

Conduct of our Moral Powers. 

The Stan. As every Art and Science is 


dard of other more or leſs valuable, as it 
Arts and contributes more or leſs to our 


_— .. Happineſs, this Moral Art or 
Science which unfolds our-Duty and Hap- 
pineſs, muſt be a proper Canon or Stan- 


dard, by which the Dignity and Impor- 


trance of every other Art or Science are 
to be aſcertain'd. It is therefore pre- 
eminent above all others; it is that 
Maſter-Art, that Mafter-Scienge, which 


weighs their reſpective Merits, adjuſts 
their Rank in the Scale of Science, pre- 


ſeribes their Meaſures, and ſuperintends 


their 


(7) : 
6 Efficacy and Application in Human 
Life. Therefore Moral Philoſophy has been 
honoured with the glorious Epithets of 
the Direttreſs of Life, the Miſtreſs of Man- 
ners, the Inventreſs of Laws and Culture, 
the Guide to Virtue and Happineſs, without 
ſome degree of which Man were a Sa- 
vage, and his Life a Scene of Barbarity 5 
and Wretchedneſs. 
HFaving thus ſettled the gabel and End 
of the Science, the Elements of which 
we are attempting to diſcover, and ſuffi- 
ciently diſtinguiſhed it from all others, it 
feems proper next to fix the 


ral Philoſophy has this in com- 
mon with Natural Philoſophy, that it ap- 
peals to Nature or Fa, depends on Ob- 
ſervation, and builds its Reaſonings on 
plain uncontroverted Experiments, or up- 
on the fulleſt Induction of Particulars of 
which the Subject will admit. We muſt 
obſerve, in both theſe Sciences, Quid fa- 
ciat & ferat Natura; how Nature is af- 
feed, and what her Conduct is in ſuch 
and fuch Circumſtances. Or in other 
words, we muſt collect the Phenomena, 
or Appearances of Nature in any given In- 
| ſtance ; trace theſe to ſome General Prin- 


A 4 3 


Method of proſecuting it. Mo- The Method. 1 
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| (8] | 
ciples, or Laws of Operation; and then 
apply theſe Principles or Laws to the 1 
plaining of other Phenomena, 
Therefore Moral Philoſophy enquires, 
not how Man might have been, but how 
he 7s conſtituted; not into what Principles, 
or Diſpoſitions his Actions may be artfully 
reſolved, but from what Principles and 
Diſpoſitions they actually flow; not what 
he may, by Education, Habit, or foreign 
Influence, come to be, or do, but what by 
his Nature, or Original Conſtituent Prin- 
ciples he is formed to be and do. We diſ- 
cover the Office, Uſe or Deſtinaticn of any 
Work, whether natural or artificial, by 
obſerving its Structure, the Parts of which 
bp conſiſts, their Connection or joint Ac- 
tion. It is thus we underſtand the Office 
and Uſe of a Watch, a Plant, an Eye, or 
Hand. It is the ſame with a Living Crea- 
ture, of the Rational, or Brute Kind. There- 
fore to determine the Office, Duty, or De- 
ſtination of Man, or in other words what 
his By/ineſs is, or what Conduct he is obliged 
to purſue, we mult inſpect his Conſtitution, 
take every Part to pieces, examine their 
mutual Relations one to the other, and 
the common Effort or Tendency of the 
Whole. 
8 E 85 
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[9] 
SECTION I. 
O Man and bis Connections. 


N giving a rude. Sketch or Hiſtory in 

Miniature of Man, we muſt remem- 
ber that he riſes from ſmall Beginnings, 
unfolds his Faculties and Diſpoſitions by 
degrees, as the Purpoſes of Life require 


their Appearance, advances ſlowly thro? 


different Stages to Maturity, and when he 
has reached it, gradually declines till he 
ſinks into the Grave. Let us accompany 
him in his Progreſs through theſe ſucceſ- 
ſive Stages, and mark the Principles which 


actuate, and the Fortunes which attend 
him in each, that we may have a full 


View of him in each. 

Man is born a weak, help- 
leſs, delicate Creature, unpro- 
vided with Food, Cloathing, 


Maris Infant 
State. 


and whatever elfe is neceſſary for Sub- 


ſiſtence, or Defence. And yet, expoſed 


as the Infant is to numberleſs Wants and 


Dangers, he is utterly incapable of ſup- 
plying the former, or ſecuring himſelf 


an the latter. But though thus feeble 


A 5 and 


* 
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[ 10] 


and expoſed, he finds immediate and ſure 


| Reſources in the Affection and Care of his | 


Parents, who refuſe no Labours, and 


forego no Dangers, to nurſe and rear up 


the tender Babe. By theſe powerful In- 
ſtincts, as by ſome mighty Chain, does 
Nature link the Parent to the Child, and 


form the ſtrongeſt Moral Connection. on his 
Part, before the Child has the leaſt Ap- 


prehenſion of it. Hunger and Thirſt, with 
all the Senſations that accompany or are 


connected with them, explain themſelves 
by a Language ſtrongly expreſſive, and 
irreſiſtibly moving. As the ſeveral Senſes 
bring in Notices and Informations of ſur- 


rounding Objects, we may perceive in 


the young Spectator, early Signs of a 


growing Wonder and Admiration. Bright 


Objects and ſtriking Sounds are beheld 
and heard with a ſort of Commotion and 


Surprize. But without reſting on any, 


he eagerly paſſes on from Object to Ob- 
ject, ſtill pleaſed with whatever is moſt 
new. Thus the Love of Novelty is form- 


ed, and the Paſſion of Yonder kept awake. 
By degrees he becomes acquainted- with 
the moſt familiar Objects, his Parents, his 


- Brethren, and thoſe of the Family who 


are moſt converſant with him. He con- 
tracts 


9 4 


tracts a Fondneſs for them, is uneaſy when 


they are gone, and charmed to ſee them 


again. Thoſe Feelings become the Foun- 
dation of a Moral Aitachment on his Side, 
and by this reciprocal Sympathy he forms 


the Domeſtic Alliance with his Parents, 
Brethren, and other Members of the Fa- 
mily. Hence he becomes intereſted in 


their Concerns, and feels Foy, or Grief, 


Hape, or Fear on their Account, as well 
as his own. As his Aﬀections now point 


beyond himſelf to others, he is denomi- 


. nated a good or ill Creature, as he ſtands 


well or ill affected to them. Theſe then 
are the firſt Links of the Moral Chain, 
the early Rudiments, or Out- lines of his 
Character, his firſt rude Eſſays towards 
Agency, Freedom, Manhood. 

When he begins to make 1 
Excurſions from the Nurſery, 
and extend his Acquaintance 


abroad, he forms a little Circle of Compa- 
nions, engages with them in Play, or in 
queſt of Adventures; and leads, or is led 


by them, as his Genius is more or leſs 


aſpiring. Though this is properly the 


Seaſon in wnich Appetite and Paſſion have 


the Aſcendant, yet his Imagination and In- 
Arras Powers open apace; and as the 


var ious | 


[22] 

various Images of Things paſs before the 
Mental Eye, he forms a Variety of Taſtes ; 

reliſnes ſome things and diſlikes others, as 


bis Parents, Companions, and a thouſand 


other Circumſtances lead him to combine 
agreeable, or diſagreeable Sets of Ideas, 
or repreſent to him e in alluring c or 
odious Lights. 


As his Views are enlarged, his Attive 
and Social Powers expand themfelves in. 
proportion; the Love of Action, of Imi- 


tation, and of Praiſe, Emulation, Docility, 


a Paſſion for Command, and Fondnejs of 


Change. Flis Paſſions are quick, variable, 


and pliant to every Impreſſion, his At- 


tachments and Diſguſts quickly ſucceed 
each other. He compares Fhings, diſtin- 
guiſhes Actions, judges of Characters, 
and loves or hates them, as they appear 
well or ill affected to himſelf, or to thoſe 
he holds dear. Mean while he ſoon grows 
ſenſible of the Conſequences of his own 
Actions, as they.attract Applauſe, or bring 
_ Contempt; he triumphs. in the former, 


and is aſhamed of the latter; wants to 


hide them, and bluſhes when they are 
diſcovered. By means of theſe Powers 


he becomes a fit Subject of Culture, the 


Moral Tie is. s drawn cloker, he feels that 


he 


L. 131 


he is accountable for his Conduct to others 


as well as to himſelf, and thus is gradually 


ripening for Society and Action. 


As Man advances from 


: Childhood to Youth, his Paſ- His Youth. 
ſtons as well as Perceptions Ha: 
take a more extenſive Range. New Senſes 
of Pleaſure invite him to new Purſuits ;. 


he grows ſenſible to the Attractions of 
Beauty, feels a peculiar Sympathy with 
the Sex, and forms a more tender kind of 
Attachment than he has yet experienced. 

This becomes the Cement of a ne- Moral 


Relation, and gives a ſofter Turn to his: 


Paſſions and Behaviour. In this turbulent 
Period he enters more deeply into a Reliſh 
of Friendſhip, Company, Exerciſes and Di- 

verſions ;, the Love of Truth, of Imitation 
and of Deſign grows upon him; and as 


his Connections ſpread among his Neigh- 


bours, Fellow-Citizens and Countrymen, 
his Thirſt of Praiſe, Emulation, and Social 
Affections grow more intenſe and active. 


Mean while, it is impoſſible for him to 


have lived thus long without having be- 


come ſenſible of thoſe more auguſt Sig- 


natures of Order, Wiſdom, and Good- 
neſs, which are ſtamped on the viſible 


Creation; and of thoſe ſtrong Suggeſtions 


within 


. 
P \ 
- 
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within himſelf of a Parent: Mind, the 
Source of all Intelligence and Beauty ; and 
Object as well as Source of that Activity, 
and thoſe Aſpirations which ſometimes 
rouze his inmoſt Frame, and carry him 
out of himſelf to an all-mighty and all- 
governing Power: Hence ariſe thoſe Sen- 
timents of Reverence, and thoſe Affections 
of Gratitude, Reſignation, and Love, which 
link the Soul with the Author of Nature, 
and form that moſt ſublime and — 
of all Connections. 

Man having now reached 


— 88988 his Prime, either new Paſſions 
ſucceed, or the old Set are 

wound up to an higher Pitch. For, grow- 
ing more ſenſible of his Connection with a 
the Public, and that particular Commu- ' ar 
nity to which he more immediately be- e\ 
longs; and taking withal a larger Proſpect | of 

of Human Life, and its various Wants | | 
and Enjoyments, he forms more intimate th 
Friendſhips, graſps at Power, courts Ho- P 
nour, lays down cooler Plans of Intereſt, ot 
and becomes more attentive to the Con- ra 
cerns of Society; he enters into Family- 
Connections, and indulges thoſe Charities P 
which ariſe from thence. The reigning le 


Paſſions of this Period, de ully prom * 
him BR A. 
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of Paſſions, corre 
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him to provide for the Decays of Life; 
and in it Compaſſion and Gratitude exert 
their Influence in urging the Man, now 


in full Vigour, to requite the Affection 
and Care of his Parents, by ſupplying 
their Wants and alleviating their Infir- 
mities. 

At length human Life verges 


downwards, and Old Age creeps | Old _ 


on apace with its Anxiety, Love 
of Eaſe, Intereſtedneſs, Fearfulneſs, Fore- 


fight, and Love of Offspring, The Expe- 


rience of the Aged is formed to direct, 


and their Coolneſs to temper the Heat of 


Youth; the former teaches them to look 
back on paſt Follies, and the latter to look 


forward into the Conſequences of Things, 


and provide againſt the worſt *. Thus 
every Age has its goons Genius and Set 

ponding to that Period, 
and moſt conducive to the Proſperity of : 


the reſt. And thus are the Vants of one 


Period ſupplied by the Capacities of an- 

other, and the Weakneſſes of one Age 

tally to the Paſſions of another, 
Beſides theſe, there are other 


| Paſſions and Affections of a 0 
leſs ambulatory Nature, not pe- 


every Age. 


25 55 culiar 
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[16] 
culiar to one Period, but belonging to 
every Age, and acting more or leſs in every 
- Breaſt throughout Life. Such are, Self- 
Love, Benevolence, Love of Life, Honour, 
Shame, Hope, Fear, Defire, Averſion, Foy, 
Sorrow, Anger, and the like. The two 
firſt are Affections of a cooler Strain, one 
pointing to the Good of the Individual, 
the other to that of the Species; Foy and 
Sorrow, Hope and Fear, ſeem to be only 
Modifications, or Exertions of the ſame 
Original Affections of Love and Hatred, 


Defire and Averſion, ariſing from the dif- 


ferent Circumſtances or Poſition of the 
Object deſired or abhorred, as it is pre- 
ſent or abſent. From theſe likewiſe ariſe 
other Secondary, or Occaſional. Paſſions, 


which depend, as to their Exiſtence and 


feveral Degrees, upon the Original Af- 
fections being gratified or diſappointed, 
as Anger, Complacence, Confidence, Fealouſy, 
Love, Hatred, Dejection, Exultation, Con- 


tentment, Di ſguſt, which do not form Lead- | 


iug Paſſions, but rather hold of them. 
By theſe ſimple, but power- 


Their joint 


2 ful Springs, whether periodical 

or fixed, the Life of Man, weak 
and indigent as he is, is preſerved and ſe- 
eured, and che Creature 1 is prompted to a. 
conſtant 


( 17 ) 
conſtant Round of Action, even to ſupply his 
own numerous and ever- returning Wants, 
and to guard againſt the various Danger and 
Evils to which he is obnoxious. By theſe 
Links, Men are connected with each other, 
formed into Families, drawn into particu- 


lar Communities, and all united, as by a 


common League, into one Syſtem or Body, 
whoſe Members feel and ſympathize one 
with another. By this admirable Adjuſt- 
ment of the Conſtitution of Man to his 
State, and the gradual Evolution of his 
Powers, Order is maintained, Society up- 
held, and Human Life filled with that Va- 
riety of Paſſion and Action, which at once 
enliven and diverſify it. 
This is a ſhort Sketch of 
the Principal Movements of the 
Human Mind. Yet, theſe 
Movements are not the Whole of Man ; 
they impel to Action, but. do not direct 
it; they need a Regulator to guide their 


The Dire@- 
ing Power. 


Motions, to meaſure and apply their 


Forces. And accordingly they have one 
that naturally /uperintends and directs their 
Action. We are conſcious of a Principle 
within us, which examines, compares and 
weighs Things, notes the Differences, ob- 


ſerves the F orces, and foreſees the Con- 


ſequences 
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ſequences of Aﬀections and Actions. By 


- this Power we look back on paſt Times, 


and forward into Futurity, gather Expe- 
riences, eſtimate the real and comparative 
Value of Objects, lay out Schemes, con- 


trive Means to execute them, and ſettle 
the whole Order and Oeconomy of Life. 


This Power we commonly diſtinguiſh by 


the Name of Rzason, or REFLECTION, 


the Buſineſs of which is not to ſuggeſt any 
original Notices or Senſations, but to can- 


vaſs, range, and make Deductions from 


them. 


The judging we are intimately conſcious 


er approving of another Principle within us, 
which approves of certain Sen- 
 timents, Paſſions and Actions, and diſap- 


proves of their Contraries. In conſequence 
of the Deciſions of this inward Judge, we 


denominate ſome Actions and Principles 
of Conduct, right, honeſt, good, and others 


wrong, di ;ſhoneſh, ill. The former excite 
our Eſteem, Moral Complacence, and Affec- 


tion, immediately and originally of them- 


ſelves, without regard to their Conſe- 


quences, and whether they affect our In- 
_ tereſt or not. 


The latter do as naturally 


and neceſſarily call forth our Contempi, 
Scorn, and Aver on. That Power, by 
which 


[ 19 ] 
which we perceive this Difference in Af- 
fections and Actions, and feel a conſequent 
Reliſh or Diſlike, is commonly called 
CoNnsCIENCE, or the Mor AL SEnsE. Whe- 
ther ſuch a Power belongs to human Na- 
ture or not, muſt be referred to every 
one's Experience of what paſſes within 


| himſelf. 


Theſe two Powers of Reaſon Fife Poꝛbert 
and Conſcience, are evidently een, 

Principles different in Nature Ae, 

and Kind from the Paſſions and ip 
Affections. For the Paſſions are mere 
Force or Power, blind Impulſes, acting vio- 
lently and without Choice, and ultimately 
tending each to their reſpective Objects, 
without regard to the Intereſt of others, 
or of the whole Syſtem. Whereas the 
Directing and Judging Powers diſtinguiſh 
and aſcertain the different Forces, mutual 
Propottions and Relations, which the 
Paſſions bear to each other and to the 
Whole; recognize their ſeveral Degrees 
of Merit, and judge of the whole Tem- 


pu and Conduct, as they reſpect either the 
Ind 


vidual or the Species; and are capable 


of directing or reſtraining the blind Im- 
pulſes of Paſſion in a due Conſiſtency one 
With the other, and a regular Subordina- 


tion 


20 J 

tion to the Whole Syſtem.—Let this Dif- 
ference be remembered. 

Dae + This is ſome Account of the 

| the Paſſions. Conſtituent Principles of our 

Nature, which, according to 

their different Mixtures, Degrees, and Pro- | 


our Conduct in Life. In reviewing that 
large Train of Affections which fill up 
the different Stages of Human Life, we 
perceive this obvious Diſtinction among 
them; that ſome of them reſpect the Good 
of the Individual, and others carry us be- 
yond Ourſelves to the Good of the Species, 
or Kind. The former have therefore been 
called Private, and the latter Public Af- 
fections. Of the firſt Sort are Love of 
Life, of Pleaſure, of Power, and the like. 
Ot the laſt are Compaſſi don, Gratitude, Friend- 
ſhip, Natural Affection, and the like. Of 
the Private Paſſions *, ſome reſpect mere- 
ly the Security and Defence of the Creature, 
ſuch as Reſentment, and Fear; whereas 
others aim at ſome Poſitive Advantage or 
Defenfooe- Good, as Wealth, Eaſe, Fame. 
Paſſions. The former ſort therefore; be- 
771 ä cauſe 


Here we uſe PaſN ons and Affections without Di- 
ſinckion. Their Difference auill be marked after ar ds. 


portions, mould our Character and ſway 


of Man, and of that Groupe 


1 
cauſe of this Difference of Objects, may 
be termed Defenſive Paſſions. Theſe an- 
ſwer to our Dangers, and prompt us to 
avoid them if we can, or boldly to en- 
counter them when we cannot. 

The other Claſſes of Private peine or, 
Paſſions, which purſue private Appetitive 
poſitive Good, may be called 2 


Appetitive. However we ſhall {till retain 


the Name of Private, in Contradiſtinction 
to the Defenſive Paſſions. Manhas a great 

Variety of Wants to ſupply, and is, ca- 
pable of many Enjoyments, according to 
the ſeveral Periods of his Life, and the 
different Situations in which he is placed. 
To theſe therefore, a ſuitable Train of 
Private Paſſions correfpond, which en- 
gage him in the Purſuit of whatever is 


neceſſary for his Subſiſtence, or Welfare. 


Our Public or Social Affec- 
tions are adapted to the ſeveral 
Sacial Connections and Relations 
which we bear to others, by making us 


Public Paſ- 
ſions, 


ſenſible of their Dangers, and intereſting 


us in their Wants, and ſo prompting us 

to ſecure them againſt one, and ſupply the 

8 
Whether this hiſtoric Draught z 45550. 


WD 
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1 
of Figures and Connections with which 
he is environed be juſt or not, is a Matter, 
not ſo much of Reaſoning, as common 
Senſe and common Experience. There- 
fore let every one conſult his Experience 
of what he feels within, and his Know- 
ledge of what is tranſacted abroad, in the 
little, or the great World in which he lives; 
and by that Experience, and that Know- 
ledge, let the Picture be acknowledged 
Juſt, or pronounced the Contrary. For 
to that Experience, and to that Know- 
ledge, and to theſe alone, the Deſigner ap- 
peals. 
This is the firſt Step chen to diſcover 

the Duty and Deſtination of Man, the hav- 
ing analyzed the Principles of which he 
is compoled. It is neceſſary, in the next 
place, to conſider in what Order, Propor- 

tion, and Meaſure of thoſe inward Prin- 

ciples, Virtue, or a ſound Moral Temper, 
and right Conduct conſiſts ; that we may 
diſcover whence Moral Co ariſes. 


* 


a” SECT. 
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Ser. II. 


O Duty, or Moral Obligation. 


IT is by the End or Deſign of 
any . Power or Movement, The Mey 


that we mult direct its Motions, 

and eſtimate the Degree of Force neceſſary 
to its juſt Action. If it want the Force 
requiſite for the obtaining its End, we call 
it defective; if it has too much, ſo as to 
be carried beyond it, we fay it is over- 
charged; and in either Caſe it is imperfect, 
and eee If it has juſt enough 
to reach the Scope, we eſteem it right, and 
as it ſhould be. Let us apply this Rea- 


ſoning to the Paſſions. 4 


The Defence and Security of Meaſure of 
the Individual being the Aim the defenjrue 
of the defenſive Paſſions, that *P 
Security and Defence muſt be the Meaſure 
of their Strength or Indulgence. If they 
are ſo weak as to prove inſufficient for that 


End, or if * carry us beyond it, i. e. 
raiſe unnece 


Commotions, or conti- 
nue longer than is needful, they are unfit 
to anſwer their original Deſign, and there- 
fore are in an unſound and unnatural State. 

2 8 | The 


—— 


—— 


— 
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ec ral Pitch and Tenour.” 7 
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The Exerciſe of Fear or of Reſentment, 


has nothing deſirable in it, nor can we 


give way to either without painful Senſa- 
tions. Without a certain Degree of them 
we are naked and expoſed. With too 
high a Proportion of them we are mi- 
ſerable, and often injurious to others. 
Thus Cowargdice or Timidity, which is the 
Exceſs of Fear, inſtead of ſaving us in 
Danger, gives it too formidable an Ap- 


spucke makes us incapable of attend- 


ing to the beſt Means of Preſervation, 


and diſarms us of Courage, our natural 


Armour. Fool-hardineſs, which is a Want 


of a due meaſure of Fear, leads us heed- 


leſly into Danger, and lulls us into a per- 


nicious Security. Revenge, i. e. exceſſive 


Reſentment, by the Violence of its Com- 
motion, robs us of that Preſence of Mind 
which is often the beſt Guard againſt In- 
jury, and inclines us to purſue the Ag- 


greſſor with more Severity than Self- de- 


fence requires. Puſillanimity, or the Want 
of a juſt Indignation againſt Wrong, leaves 
us quite unguarded, and ſinks the Mind 


into a paſſive enervating Tameneſs. There- 


_ Hon « to keep the defenſive Paſſi ons duly 
« proportion'd to our Dangers, is their na- 


The 


T{ 251 
The private Paſſions lead us to y,qjure of 
porſue ſome poſitive Species of the private 


private Good. That Good there- F Hint. 
fore, which is the Object and End of each, 


muſt be the Meaſure of their reſpective 


Force, and direct their Operation. If they 
are too weak or fluggiſh to engage us in _ 
Purſuit of their ſeveral Objects, they ar 
evidently deficient ; but if they defeat "heir 
End by their Impetuofe ity, then are they 
firained beyond the juſt Tone of Nature. 
Thus Vanity, or an exceſſive Paſſion for Ap- 
plauſe, betrays into ſuch Meanneſſes and 
ſuch little Arts of Popularity, as makes 
us forfeit the Honour we ſo anxiouſly 
court. On the other hand, a total Indif- 
ference about the Efteem of Mankind, re- 
moves a ſtrong Guard and Spur to'Virtue, 
and lays the Mind open to the moſt aban- 
doned Proſecutions. Therefore, “10 keep 


% our private Paſſions and Defires propor- 


% tioned to our WAN Ts, is the juſt Meaſure 
« and Pitch of this Claſs of Heeren. 
The defenſive and private 
Paſſions do all agree in gene- 
ral, in their Tendency or Con- 
duciveneſs to the Intereſt or Good of the 
Individual. Therefore when there is a 


3 Colliſion 


comparative 
Force. 


Sof Competition.“ 
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Colliſion of Intereſt, as may ſometimes 


happen, that Aggregate of Good or Happi- 


neſs, which is compoſed of the particular 
Goods to which they reſpectively tend, 


muſt be the common Standard by which 
their comparative Degrees of Strength are 
to be meaſured. That is to ſay, if any 
of them in the Degree in which they pre- 


vail, are incompatible with the greateſt 


Agoregate of Good, or moſt extenſive 


| Intereſt of the Individual, then are they 


unequal and diſproportionate. For, in 


judging of a particular Syſtem or Conſtitu- 


tion of Powers, we call that the ſupreme 


or principal End, in which the Aims of 


the ſeveral Parts or Powers coincide, and 


to which they are ſubordinate, and reckon 
them in due Proportion to each other, and 


right with regard to the Whole, when they 
maintain that Subordination or Subſer- 


viency. Therefore, © to proportion our 


« defenſive and private Paſſions in ſuch 
«© meaſure to our Dangers and Wants, as 


< beſt to ſecure the Individual, and ob- 
<< tain the greateſt Aggregate of private 


Good or Happineſs, is their juſt Ba- 
% lance, or comparative Standard in caſe 


In 


„ 
In like manner, as the pub- gaafire of | 
uc or ſocial Affections point rhe public 
at the Good of others, that Aﬀettions. 
Good muſt be the Meaſure of their Force. 
When a particular ſocial Affection, as Gra- 
titude or Friendſhip, which belongs to a 


particular ſocial Connection, viz. that of a 


Benefattor or of a Friend, is too feeble to 
make us act the grateful or friendly Part, 


that Affection being inſufficient to anſwer 


its End, is defeFive and unſound. It, on 
the other hand, a particular Paſſion of this 
Claſs counteract or defeat the Intereſt it 
is deſigned to promote, by its Violence or 
Diſproportion, then is that Paſſion exceſſive 
and irregular. Thus natural Affection, if 
it degenerates into a paſſionate Fondneſs, 
not only hinders the Parents from judging 
coolly of the Intereſt of their Offspring, 
but often leads them into a moſt partial 
and pernicious Indulgence. OTE 
As every kind Affection Collifion of 
points at the Good of its par- ci] Aﬀec- 
ticular Object, it is poſſible . 
there may be a Colliſion of Intereſts or 
Goods. Thus the Regard due to a Friend 
may interfere with that which we owe to 
a Community. In ſuch a Competition of 
Intereſts, it is evident, that the greateſt 
; 12 18 
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„„ 


is to be choſen; and that is the greateſt 


Intereſt, which contains the greateſt Sum 
or Aggregate of public Good, greateſt in 
Quantity as well as Duration. This then 
is the common Standard, by which the re- 
ſpective Forces and Subordinations of the 
ſocial Affections muſt be adjuſted. There- 


fore we conclude, that © this Claſs of Af- 


<« fections are ſound and regular, when 


they prompt us to purſue the Intereſt of 


Individuals in an entire Conſiſtency with 
« the public Good, or, in other words, 


Lay 


when they are duly proportioned to the 


* Dangers and Wants of others, and to 
the various Relations in which we ſtand 
to Individuals, or to Society.“ 

'Thus we have found by an InduQtion 
of Particulars, the natural Pitch or Te- 
nour of the different Orders of Affection, 
conſidered apart by themſelves. Now as 
the Virtue or Perfection of every Creature 
lies in following its Nature, or acting 
ſuitably to the juſt Proportion and Har- 


mony of its ſeveral Powers; therefore, 


« the VIRTUE of a Creature endow'd 
ce yyith ſuch Affections as Man, muſt con- 
“ ſift in obſerving, or acting ny to 
cc their natural Pitch and Tenour.” Let 


this ſuffice at leaſt * its firſt rude Sketch. 


— 


. | But 


29 
But, as there are no inde- 
pendent Affections in the Fa- 
bric of the Mind, no Paſſion © 
that ſtands by itſelf, without ſome Rela - 
tion to the reſt, we cannot pronounce of 
any one conſidered Ap AR, that it is either 


Balance of 
Affection. 


too ſtrong, or too weak, Its Strength and 


juſt Proportion muſt be meaſured, not 


only by its Subſerviency to its own imme- 
diate End, but by the Reſpect it bears to 
the whole Syſtem of Affection. Therefore, 


we ſay a Paſſion is 1% frong, not only 
when it defeats its own End, but when it 


impairs the Force of other Paſſions, which 


are equally neceſſary to form a Temper of 
Mind, ſuited to a certain Oeconomy, or 
State; and too weak, not merely on ac- 


count of its Inſufficiency to anſwer its 


End, but becauſe it cannot ſuſtain its Part 


or Office, in the Balance of the whole 
Syſtem. Thus the Love of Liſe may be 


too ſtrong, when it takes from the Regard 


due to one's Country, and will not allow 
one bravely to encounter Dangers, or even 
Death on its Account. Again, the Love 


of Fame may be too weak, when it throws 


down the Fences which render Virtue more 
ſecure, - or weakens the Incentives which 
make it more active and public- ſpirited. 


+ wh If 


S 
- 
* 
| a 


it 
- . 
_ 
1 
U 7 
vt 
17 
5 
Ha. 1 
14 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 N 
"8 
+ Ss 
14 
+ 198 
* io 
: be 
+» 
* 
455 
z 
>) | 
n 
5 
4 
+2 
10 
* 5 
4 
oy 
2 : 
L'2 
4 
46 
* 
1 
1 
$81 
13. 
+ 3} 
7 * 
E - 
4 | 
£ 
18 i 
+ x34 
. . 
18 
i}: 
1 
4 
1 
38 


| 


ben, j—_— 
— 
535＋Ʒ＋—ß.sñ — 


- N 
IF oor ts 
" = _ 


— —— * — 5 ——ůͤ 
— 7 Y . 6 
— on ou do —y—ͤ— — 
FTT. A eine Go 
i to ES ye. 2 
"2 - : 
N 


1 
— — es ee oi nr, 
at ", arr” 
— i . 


4 5 2 — ns 1 0 
7 27 _ if * 7 —_— * 
by * 2 - ay 3 : * _ * 9 * — = — 
— —— — — Ds — — — r © — — 2 - FD 1 
be — — 1 — — — - — — — — 2 * — RR . —— — GETS, — 9 —— — 4 
- = —_ RED > = > ay <tr — S 4 > TA — — 3 bin 8 7 
— _—_ — * OO — — 0 —— — — — — — — — o - — — 2 RY. — — wa — LEE. — ET > 
— re - — —ů— — ——Ü—U— — a — — — — —— * * — 8 — — — — _— ga — — a I 8 — 1 — —— 
MER 5 — * — 1 — — — ——— — * — — — — 2 — K ne. 2 —— * x7 CALI 1 — — 1 * — . . 
— . ». > *** = * _ - — = 
4 = N * a 4 * 2 Pagy — — 5 
— — EMS rr : 
K wt x — LI —— . "5 ESI 
9 N 2 54 Fa — — 
— — — 1 —— — . — — 8 1 
— — — * * * "4 52 
— . — 
= — 2 % 


— — — 
— — 
2 — —b— — 
— — ** 
— 4 — 
—— 


„ ? 5 . = 
k 
- T * 
— I — — — — — 1 — — * 7 
——— _ ——.— 3 — — — IS — — : ET — - 
8 * OD rt — — —— — — — 8 * wa. — 2 
—_— = _ — — — — = — en — — - - 
_ I — - — — — 
— reg — TE ——— 
- —— — — 5 * - — 
- — — * _ — Er Rs 
© od EIN Rx. Gas 2% 1 —_ 


— 


— 


: _ = 
— — 


„ ONT 
Limit e If it be aſked, © How far 
private - may the Aﬀections towards 
elt. « private Good or Happineſs 
be indulged ?? One Limit was before 
fixed for the particular Indulgences of 
each, vi. their Subordination to the com- 
mon Aggregate of Good to the private 
Syſtem. In theſe therefore, a due Regard 
is always ſuppoſed to be had to Health, 
Reputation, Fortune, the Freedom of Action, 
the unimpair d Exerciſe of Reaſon, the calm 
Enjoyment of one's ſelf, which are all pri- 
vate Goods. Another Limit now reſults 
from the Balance of Affection juſt named, 
vix. The Security and Happine/s of others,” 
or to expreſs it more generally, © a private 
Affection may be ſafely indulged, when, 
« by that Indulgence, we do not violate 
the Obligations which reſult from our 
„ higher Relations, or public Connec- 
<« tions.” A juſt Reſpect therefore being 
had to theſe Boundaries, which Nature 
has fixed in the Breaſt of every Man, 
what ſhould limit our Purſuits of private 
Happineſs ? Is Nature ſullen and penuri- 
_ ous? Or does the God of Nature envy 
the Happineſs of his Offspring? 
Collifon of Whether there is ever a real 
Interefs, Colliſion of Intereſts wa. 


ww 


. 
the public and private Syſtem of Aﬀedtions, 


or the Ends which each Claſs has in view, 


will be afterwards conſidered ; but where 
there 1s no Colliſion, there is little or no 
danger of carrying either, but eſpecially 
the public, Affections to Exceſs, provided 
both Kinds are kept ſubordinate to a diſ- 
creet and cool Szlf-love, and to a calm and 
univerſal Benevolence, which Principles ſtand 
as Guards at the Head of each Syſtem. 

This then is the Conduct of 


the Paſſions, conſidered as par- val. 


| ticular and ſeparate Forces, carrying us 


out to their reſpective Ends; and this is 
their Balance or Oeconomy, conſidered as 
compound Powers, or Powers mutually re- 
lated, acting in conjunction towards a com- 
mon End, and conſequently as e a 
Syſtem or Whole. 
Now, whatever adjuſts or g, bord. 
maintains this Balance, what - nation of 


ever in the human Conſtitu- Pers. 


tion is formed for directing the Paſſions, ſo 


as to keep them from defeating their own 


End, or interfering with each other, muſt 
be a Principle of x7 a ſuperior Nature to 
them, and ougbt to direct their Meaſures, 
and govern their - Proportions, But it 
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32 
was found that Rx ASO or Reflection is 
ſuch a Principle, which points out the 


Tendency of our Paſſions, weighs their 


Influence upon private and public Happi- 
neſs, and ſhews the beſt Means of attain- 


ing either. It having been likewiſe found, 


that there is another directing or con- 
trouling Principle, which we call Con- 
SCIENCE, or the MoraL SENSE, which, 


by a native kind of Authority, judges of 


Aﬀections and Actions, pronuuncing ſome 


Juſt and good, and others unjuſt and ill; 


it follows that the Paſſions, which are 
mere Impulſes, or blind Forces, are Prin- 


cCiples inferior and ſubordinate to this judg- 
ing Faculty. THEN ETOR E, if we would 


follow the Order of Nature, i. e. obſerve 
the mutual Reſpects and the Subordina- 


tion which the different Parts of the human 
Conſtitution bear to one another, the Paſ- 


ſions ought to be ſubjected to the Direction 
and Authority of the leading or controuling 
Principles. 


„ conclude therefore from 
In what it 


„ this InduZion, that. The Con- 
* ſtitution or juſt Occonemy of 

&« human Nature, conſiſts in a regular Sub- 
6 ordination of the al, and Aſfections 
I 


Less 

« to the AurHORTITY of Conserexcs, 
« and the DIR EO TIOx of -Reason.” D 

That Subordination is regu- 83 of 
lar, when the Proportion for- Nature, or 
merly mentioned is maintain- Bo. . Ten. 
ed; that is to ſay, * When the - 5 
bo DzFENSIVE Paſſions. are kept propor- 
« tioned to our Dancers; when the 
5. PRIVATE Paſſions are proportioned to 
« our Wax rs; and, when the pUBLIC 
« Affections are adapted to our PUBLIC 
60 ConNnEcTIONS, and proportioned to the 
« Wants and Dangers: of others.” This 
laſt Branch is expreſſed ſomewhat diffe- 
rently; from the two former, in order to 
include that moſt important Relation in 
which we ſtand, and thoſe indiſpenſible 
Laws of Duty Which we owe to the great 
Author of our Nature, who, being ſu- 
premely perfect and happy, has no Wants 
to ſupply, and is obnoxious to no Poſſi- 
bility of Change. ' 

But the natural State, or the Hun au V 


: ſound: ; and vig ois Conſtitution tue and Per- 


any Creature, or the juſt. fn. 


| Occonomy of its Powers, we $1 its Healch 
and Perfeciton; and the acting agreeably 


te theſe, zi Nu rur or Gopnss. TRERE— 


FORDs 116 the HEALTH and PERFECTION 


bang et 
88 B 5 of 
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« of Man muſt lie in the aforeſaid Su- 


« pREMACY of Conscltnce and REA 
« $on, and in the SUBORDINATION of 
« the Paſſions to their AuTrorITY and 
c DIR ECTIOW. And his Vigrus or 
« Goopnexss muſt conſiſt in acłing agree- 
* ably to that ORDER or Oxconony.” 


hos That ſuch an Oeconomy of 
 formableto the Mind, and ſuch a Con- 
Keaſon. duct of its Powers and Paſ- 


fions will ſtand the Teſt of Reaſon, can- 


not admit of any Diſpute. For, upon a 
fair Examination into the Conſequences 


of Things, or the Relations and Aptitudes 
of Means to Ends, Reaſon evidently de- 


monſtrates, and Experience confirms it, 
that To have our defenſive Paſſions duly 

<« proportioned to our Dangers, is the 
te ſureſt way to avoid or get clear of them, 
> and obtain the Security we ſeek after.“ 


« to our ants, is the beſt Means to ſup- 
« ply them ; —and, to adapt our public 
 Aﬀettions to our ſocial Relations, and the 
Good of others, is the moſt effectual 
Method of fulfilling one, and procuring 
« the other.” In this Senſe therefore, 


* 


A 


« 


A 


Virtue may be ſaid to be a © Conduct con- 
« formable to Reaſon,” as Reaſon diſcovers 


” 


* To proportion our private Paſſions 


a 1 


an apparent Aptitude in ſuch an Order and 


Oeconomy of Powers and Paſſions, to an- 
ſwer the End for which they are naturally 


| formed. 


If the Idea of Moral Obliga- CO Fg 


tion is to be deduced merely between Af. 


from this Aptitude or Connettion 2 +. >a 
between certain Paſſions, or a te Idea of 
certain Order and Balance of 2 Obli- 
Paſſions, and certain Ends.ob- 
tained, or to be obtained by them, chen ; 


is Reaſon or Reflection, which perceives 
that Aptitude or Connection, the proper 
Judge of Moral Obligation; and on this 
Suppoſition it may be defined, as hath 


been done by ſome, the Connection be- 
tween the Adion and the Motive; for the 


End is the Motive, or the final Cauſe, and.  - 
the Aſfection is the Aion, or its imme- 


diate, natural Cauſe. A Man, from mere 
Self. love, may be induced to fulfil that 
Obligation, which is founded on the Con- 


nection between the defenſive Paſſions and 
their Ends, or the private Paſſions and 


their Euds; becauſe in that Caſe his own 


| Intereſt will prompt him to indulge them 
in the due Proportion required. But if 
he has no Affections which point beyond 
Sonu no Principle but Self- love, or ſome 


ſubtle 


„ ; 
ſubtle Modification of it, what ſhall in- 


tereſt him in the Happineſs of others, 
where there is no Connection between it as in 
and his own; or what Senſe can he have « ar 
of Moral Obligation to promote it ? Upon « of 
this Scheme therefore, without public or « 
ſocial Affection there could be no- Motive, « In 
and conſequently no Moral Obligation to Boy © 
a beneficenr, diſintereſted Conduct. Ange 
But if the mere Connection between Pain 
certain Paſſions, or a certain Order of Paſ- not 
ſions, and certain Ends, are what conſti- prov 
tutes, or gives us the Idea of Moral Obli- We. 
gation, then why may not the Appoſite- want 
neſs of any Temper or Conduct, nay, of his 


any Piece of Machinery to obtain its End, meal 
form an equally ſtrict Moral Obligation? the 
For the Connection and Aptitude are as Caul. 


ſtrong and inyariable in the latter Inſtances the 
as in the former. But as this is confound». MW Evil 
ing the moſt obvious Differences of things, hayu 
we muſt trace the Idea of Moral Obliga- WM whil 
tion to another and a more natural Source. ſtitus 
Ida of iz Let us appeal therefore to fees, 
from Fape- our inmoſt Senſe and Expe- ceſſa 
rience, rience, How we ſtand af. the ! 


« fected to thoſe different Sets of Paſ- ||| ture 
< ſons, in the juſt Meaſure and Balance to cc 
5 * N we found a right eue to 2162 
©3006 -. .2* 00 


nd- 
88, 


ce. 


ö to 
me 


pal | 
nce 


LES 


&« conſiſt,” For this is entirely a Matter 


| of Experience, in which we muſt examine 


as in any other natural Enquiry, << What 
« are the genuine Feelings and Operations 


„ of Nature, and what Affections or 


6 Symptoms of them appear in the given 
« Inſtance.” 

The DEFENSIVE Paſſions, as Why the de- 
Anger and Fear, give us rather ferfve Top 
Pain than Pleaſure, yet we can- rev. 
not help feeling them when 


provoked by Injury, or expoſed to Harm, 


We account the Creature imperfect that 
wants them, becauſe they are neceſſary to 
his Defence. Nay we ſhould in ſome 
meaſure condemn ourſelves, did we want. 

the neceſſary. Degree of Reſentment and 
Caution. But if our Reſentment exceeds 


the Wrong received, or our Caution the a 
WW Evil dreaded, we then Blame ourſelves for 


having over- acted our Part. Therefore, 
while we are in Danger, to be totally de- 
ſtitute of them we reckon a blameable De- 
fet, and to feel them in a juſt, i. e. ne- 
ceſſary Meaſure, we approve, as ſuited to 
the Nature and Condition of ſuch a Crea- 
ture as Man. But our Security obtained, 


to eee to indulge them, we not only 


: approve 


[ 38 ] 
diſapprove as burtful,' but condemn as un- 
manly, unbecoming, and mean-ſpirited : Nor 
will ſuch a Conduct afford any ſelf-ap- 
proving Joy, when we coolly reflect up- 
on it. | 

3 With regard to the PRIVATE 

private. _ Paſſions, ſuch as Love of Life, 

Pleaſure, Eaſe, and the like, as 

theſe aim at private Good, and are neceſ- 
ſary to the Perfection and Happineſs of 
the Individual, we ſhould reckon any 
Creature defeBive, and even Blameable, that 
was deſtitute of them. Thus, we con- 
demn the Man who imprudently ruins his 
Fortune, impairs his Health, or expoſes 
his Life; we not only pity him as an un- 


fortunate Creature, but feel a kind of MO. 


ral Indignation and Contempt of him, for 
having made himſelf ſuch. - On the other 

hand, though a diſcreet Self-regard does 
not attract our Eſteem and Veneration, 
yet we approve of it in ſome Degree, in 
an higher and different Degree from what 
we would regard a well- contrived Ma- 
chine, as neceſſary to form a finiſſd Crea- 


ture, nay to complete the virtuous Cha- 
racter, and as exactly ſuited to our pre- 


ſent indigent State. 


There are ſome Paſ- 
1 


[29] 

fions reſpecting private Good, towards 
which we feel higher Degrees of A pro- 
bation, as the Love of Knowledge, of Ac> 
tion, of Honour, and the like, We eſteem 
them as Marks of an ingenuous Mind, 


| and cannot help thinking the Character! in 


which they are wanting, — 8 ſtu- 
pid, and in ſome degree immoral. 

With regard to the socrA __ 
Affections, as Compaſſion, na- - hs 
tural Affection, Friendſhip, Be. 1 
nevolence, and the like, we approve, 44. 
mire, and love them in ourſelves, and in 
all in whom we diſcover them, with an 
* and 5 if not different 
in kin t ſurely far ſuperior in de N 
to What he feel OR iy other Pal. | 
fions. Theſe we reckon neceſſary, juſt, 
and excellently fitted to our Structure and 
State; and the Creature which wants 
them we call defective, ill conſtituted, a 
kind of Abortion. But the ic Af- 
fections we eſteem as ſelf-worthy, origi- 
nally and eternally amiable. We 1 5 
prove and congratulate ourſelves in pro- 
portion as we indulge them, and rec hy 
thoſe defervin * our Eſteem and F riend- 
ar yp do fo. 

15 But 


But a among the ſocial Af- 


2 = fections, we make an obvious 
. "+ and conſtant Diſtinction, viz. 
calm — 
Haun. between thoſe particular Paſ- 


ſions, which urge us with a 

ſudden Violence, and uneaſy kind of Sen- 

ſation, to purſue the Good of their re- 

ſpective Objects, as Pity, natural Affection, 

and the like; and thoſe calm diſpaſſionate 

Affections and Deſires, which prompt us 

more fleddily and uniformly, to promote 
the Happineſs of others. The former 
we generally call Paſſions, to (diſtinguiſh 
them from the other Sort, which go more 
commonly by the Name of Affetlions, or 
calm Deſires. The firſt. kind we approve 
indeed and delight in; but we feel ſtill 
higher Degrees of Approbation and moral 
Complacence towards the J, and to- 
ko all Limitations of the particular 
Inſtincts, by the Principle of univerſal 
Benevolence. The more Objects the calm 
Affections take in, and the worthier theſe 
are, their Dignity riſes in proportion, and 


with this our Approbation keeps an exact 


A Character, on the other hand, 
public 


Pace. 
which is quite diveſted of theſe, 


Affections, which feels no Love for the 
Species, 


47.0 
# 2 
— 


— 
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Species, but inſtead of it, entertains Ma- 
lice, Rancour and IIl-will, we reckon to- 
tally immoral and unnatural. 

Such then are the Sentiments and Dif- 

fitions we feel, when theſe ſeveral Or- 
ders of Affections Paſs before the mental 
Eye. | 
„ * 85 90 State in 
« which we feel ourſelves 
« moved, in the manner a- 
e bove deſcribed, towards thoſe Aﬀec. 
“ tions and Paſſions, as they come under 
« the Mind's Review, and in which we 
« are inſtantaneouſly and independently 
« of our Choice or Volition, prompted. 
« to a correſpondent Conduct, we call a 
“State of Moka. OBLIGATION. » Let 
us ſuppoſe, for inſtance, a Parent, a Friend, 
a Benefactor, reduced to a Condition of 
the utmoſt Indigence and Diſtreſs, and 
that it is in our Power to give them im- 
mediate Relief. To what Conduct are 
we obliged ? What Duty does Nature 
dictate and require in ſuch a Caſe? At- 
tend to Nature, and Nature will tell, 
will tell with a Voice irreſiſtibly audible 2 
and commanding to the human Heart, with 
an 1 ANF: which no Man can filence 

| without, 


Moral Oli 
gation. © 


ü  _ 2 Ro 
without being ſelf-condemned, and which 
no Man can elude but at his Peril; < That 


« immediate Relief ovcnrT to be given.“ 
Again, let a Friend, a Neighbour, or even 


a Stranger, have lodged a Depo/it in our 
Hands, and after ſome time reclaim it, no 
ſooner do theſe Ideas of the Confidence 


repoſed in us, and of Property not tranſ- 


ferred, but depofited, occur, than we im- 
mediately and unavoidably feel, .and re- 
cognize the OBLIGATION to reſtore it. In 
both theſe Caſes, we ſhould condemn and 


even loath ourſelves, if we ated other- 


wiſe, as having done, or omitted doing 
what we ought not, as having acted be- 
neath the Dignity of our Nature ;—con- 
trary to our moſt intimate Senſe of Right 
and Vrong; — ve ſhould accuſe ourſelves 
as guilty of Ingratitude, Injuſtice, and 
Inhumanity; — and be conſcious of de- 
ſerving the Cenſure, and therefore dread 
the Reſentment of all rational Beings.— 
But in complying with the Obligation, we 
feel Joy and Self-approbation, —are con- 
ſcious of an inviolable Harmony between 
our Nature and Duty,—and' think our- 
ſelves entitled to the Applau of every 
impartial Spectator of our Conduct. 42 

N e 


Te 
we C 
State 
is © 
(e du 
« feb 


= we cannot perhaps define, a 


AGENT, who is in ſuch a State, 


43 J | 
To deſcribe therefore what Moral Obli- 


gation. 
State of Mok aL OBLIGATION, 


is „ that State in which a Creature, en- 
« dued with ſuch Senſes, Powers, and Af 
« feftions as Man, would condemn him- 
« ſelf, and think he deſerved the Con- 
« demnation of all others, ſhould he re- 
« fuſe to fulfil it; but would approve 
« himſelf, and expect the Approbation of 
« all others, upon complying with it.” 
And we call him a Mok AL | Mralfgens: 


or is ſubject to Moral Obligation. There- 
fore as Man's Structure and Conneftions 
often ſubject him to ſuch a State of Moral 
Obligation, we conclude that Be is a Mo- 

AAL AO ENT. But as Man may ſometimes 
act without knowing what he does, as in 
Caſes of Frenzy or Diſeaſe, or in many 


natural Functions; or knowing what he 


does, he may act without Choice or Aﬀec- 
tion, as in Caſes of Neceſſity or Compulſion, 
therefore to denominate an Ae- ral 48m 
tion Moral, i. e. approveable, good and 


| or Ane, it muſt be done %. 


knowingly and willingly, or from Affection 
and Choice. A morally good Action then 


* is to f ulfil a Meral Ooh — knowing 
5 . 
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ly and willingly.” 
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And a morally bad 
Action, or an immoral Action, is to vio- 
% late a Moral Obligation knowingly and 
“ willingly.” The propoſed Brevity of 
the Enquiry will not admit of entering 
into the minuter Diſtinctions of Actions. 
Moral Cha- As not an Action, but a 
rager and Series of Actions conſtitute a 


* . 
a  CraracTER ;' as not an A, 


fection, but a Series of Aﬀec- 
tions conſtitute a Temper, and as we de- 
nominate things by the groſs, d fortiori, 
or by the Qualities which chiefly prevail 
in them, therefore we call that a mo- 
«© rally goed Character, in which a Series 
« of morally good Actions prevail; and that 
a moraliy good Temper, in which a Series 
ce of morally good Affections have the Aſcen- 
% gant.” A bad Character and bad Tem- 
per are the Reverſe. But where the 
above-mentioned Order. or Proportion of 


Paſſions is maintained, there a Series of 
morally good Affections and Actions will pre- 
vail. THEREFORE, to maintain that 
Order and Proportion, is to have a 


© morally good Temper and Charatter.” 
But a © morally good Temper and Chara#ter, 
„ is Moral REcTiTupE,. INTEGRITY, 
6 VirTvs,ortheCompLeTiONor DurTy.” 


if 


„ K 
— 
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If it be aſked after all, 
% How we come by the Idea 
« of Moral Obligation or Du- 
*« ty?” We may anſwer, that 
we come by it in the ſame way 
as by our other original and primary Per- 
ceptions. We receive them all from Na- 
ture, or the great Author of Nature. For 
this Idea of Moral Obligation is not a Crea- 
ture of the Mind, or dependent on any 
previous Act of Volition, but ariſes on 
certain Occaſions, or when certain other 
Ideas are preſented to the Mind, as neceſ- 
ſarily, inſtantaneouſly, and unavoidably, 
as Pain does upon too near an Approach 
to the Fire, or Pleaſure from the Fruition 
of any Good. It does not, for inſtance, 
depend on our Choice, whether we ſhall 
feel the Obligalion to ſuccour a diſtreſſed 
Parent, or to reſtore a Depoſit entruſted 
to us, when it is recalled. Woe cannot 
call this a compounD Idea made up of one 
or more ſimple Ideas. We may indeed, 
nay we muſt, have ſome Ideas antecedent 
to it, e. g. that of a Parent—in Diſtreſs — 
of a Child, — able to relieve, - of the Re- 
lation of one to the other, — of a Truſt, — 
of Right, Sc. But none of theſe Ideas 
i the Ten of 8 : 
ON bo Pn This 


' How we 
come by the 
Idea of M- 
ral Obli- 
gation. 


Rn 
This is an Idea quite diſtin& from, and 
ſomething ſuperadded to, the Ideas of the 


Correlatives, or the Relation fubſiſting 
between them. Theſe indeed, by a Law 
of our Nature, are the Occaſion of ſug- W 
geſting it, but they are as totally different 
from it, as Colours are from Sounds. By 
© Senſe or Reflection we perceive the Cor- 


relatives, our Memory recals the Favours 
or Depoſit we received, the various Cir- 


cCumſtances of the Caſe are Matters of 


Fact or Experience; but ſome delicate 
inward Organ or Power, or call it what 
we pleaſe, does, by a certain inſtantaneous 
Sympathy, antecedent to the cool De- 
ductions of Reaſon, and independent of 
previous Inſtruction, Art, or Volition, 
perceive the Moral Harmony, the living, 
trrefiſtible Charms of Meral Obligation, 
which immediately intereſts the corre- 
ſpondent - Paſſions, and prompts us to 
ulfil its awful Diftates. 


The Uſe of We need not apprehend any 
Reaſon in Danger from the Quickneſs of 
Moral Caſes. 


its Deciſions, nor be frighten- 
ed, becauſe it looks like Inſtindt, and has 
been called ſo. Would we approve one 


for deliberating long, or reaſoning the 
Matter much at leiſure, whether he ſnould 
ORR 5 relieve 


reliev 
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W celicve a diſtreſs'd Parent, feed a ſtarving 


Neighbour, or reſtore the Truſt commit- 


ed to him? Should we not ſuſpect the 


Reaſoner of Knavery, or of very weak 


Affections to Virtue? We employ Reaſon, 


and worthily employ it in examining the 
Condition, Relations, and other Circum- 


W ſtances of the Agent or Patient, or of 


thoſe with whom either of them are con- 


8 nected, or, in other words, the State f 


the Caſe : And in complicated Caſes, 


where the Circumſtances are many, it 


may require no ſmall Attention to find 


the true State of the Caſe ; but when the 


Relations of the Agent or Patient, and 
the Circumſtances of the Action are ob- 
vious, or come out ſuch after a fair Trial, 
we ſhould ſcarce approve him who de- 
murs on the Obligation to that Conduct 
which the Caſe ſuggeſts. Thus, ſuppoſe 
one to depoſit with us a Sword, which he 
comes afterwards to reclaim, het; in ſuch 
Circumſtances, ſuppoſe of Frenzy or Me- 
lancholy, as gives us good ground to ſuſ- 
pect that he will uſe it to the Hurt of 
others, or of himſelf. In ſuch a Caſe it 
belongs to Reaſon or Prudence, coolly to 
weigh every Circumſtance, the Condition 


of the . the Conſequences of 


reſtoring 


— 
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reſtoring the Depoſit, and the like; nor 
ſhould we on this Suppoſition, condemn 
the heſitating about the reſtoring it; but 
let the Proprietor return to himſelf, the 
Obligation to Reſtitution being now ap- 
parent, we ſhould juſtly ſuſpect the De- 
murrer of ſomething criminal or knaviſh. 
As to that Objection againſt 
this original Perception of Mo- 
ral Obligation, taken from its 
being an Inſtinct or neceſſary Determina- 
tion of our Nature; are not the Percep- 
tions or Determinations of Reaſon equal- 
ly neceſſary? Does not every intuitive 
Perception or Judgment neceſſarily extort 
our Aſſent, when the Agreement or Diſ- 
agreement of the Ideas which are com- 
pared is perceived? Inſtinct indeed has been 
cConſidered, as ſomething relative merely 
to bodily Senſe and Appetite, a mere brutal 
Senſation or Impulſe, in which the Mind, 
or our ſublimer Powers have no Part; 
and therefore it is a Term that has been 
thought obnoxious to great Exceptions in 
Morals; but is a moral Power of Per- 
ception, or a moral Determination the 
worſe for being interwoven with the very 
Frame, and Conſtitution of our Nature, 
for being inſtantaneous, uniform and 
| HT $ ſteddy 


Inflinf con- 
fidered. 
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1 ſteddy in its Operations or Deciſion? | Why 


ſhould ſuch a Divine*Inſtin& be thought 


| lefs rational, leſs ſuitable to the Dignity 
of the Mind, than thoſe intuitive Percep- 


tions which are converſant about abſtract 
Truths, and ariſe neceſſarily and inſtan- 
taneouſly from the obvibus Relations of 
Things? And if Reaſon with all its Sa- 
gacity may ſometimes err, nay often does, 


why ſhould any other Power of Percep- | 


tion be thought infallible, or be condemn- 


ed as brutal and irrational if it is not? 


From what has been ſaid it 5½ 4 fre, not 


is evident, that it is not the the Idea of 


Pleaſures, or agreeable Senſa- gation. 


tions which accompany the Exerciſe of 


the ſeveral Affections, nor thoſe. conſe- 


quent to the Actions that conſtitute Mo- 


RAIL. OBLIGATION, Or excite in us the 
Idea of it. That Pleaſure is poſterior to 
the Idea of Obligation, and frequently we 
are obliged, and acknowledge ourſelves 
under an Obligation, to ſuch Aﬀections 
and Actions as are attended with Pain 
as in the Trials of Virtue, where we are 
obliged to ſacrifice private to public Good, 
or a preſent Pleaſure to a future Intereſt. 
We have Pleaſure in ſerving an aged Pa- 
rent, but it is neither the Perception nor 
{8 C Proſpect _ 


1 
Proſpect of that Pleaſure, which gives us 
the Idea of Obligation to that Conduct. 
Therefore, when we uſe theſe Terms, 
Obligation, Duty, Ought, and the like, 
they ſtand for a ſimple Idea, an original 
uncompounded Feeling or Perception of 
the human Mind, as mych as any Idea 
whatſoever, and can no more be defined 
than any other ſimple Idea; and this Per- 
ception 1s not a Creature of the Mind, but 
a Ray emaning directly from the Father 
of Lights, a fair genuine Stamp of his 
Hand, who impreſſed every vital and 
original Energy on the Mind, or if we 
chuſe rather to ſay, who ordained thoſe 
Laws of Perception, by which moral 
Forms attract and charm us with an irre- 
ſiſtible Power... - .. 1 
But becauſe the learned Dexterity. of 
human Wit has ſo marvellouſly puzzled a 
lain and obvious Subject, we ſhall con- 
lider ſome of thoſe ingenious Theories by 
which Moraliſts have deduced and ex- 
Plained Moral Obligation. | 
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ns, 
ey | Various Hypotheſes concerning Moral Obli- 
n gation. '* 


ROM the Induktion which has been 
made, we ſhall be able to judge with 
| more Advantage of the different Hypo- 
theſes which have been 'contrived to de- 
duce the Origin of Moral Obligation. 
Hobbes, who ſaw Mankind | 
in an unfavourable Attitude, Tube. 
involved in all the Diſtraction 7 
and Miſery of a civil War, ſeems to have 
taken toe narrow and partial a View of 
our Nature, and has therefore drawn it in 
a very odious and uncomfortable Light, 
Next to the Deſire of Self- preſervation, 
he makes the governing Paſſions in Man, 
the Love of Glory, and of Power ; and 
from theſe, by an arbitrary, unnatural, 
and unſupported Hypotheſis, contrary to 
common Experience, and common Lan- 
guage, he attempts to deduce all the other 
Paſſions which inflame the Minds, and 
CT influence the Manners of Men. All Men, 
*- Ways he, are by Nature equal, that is to 
ſay, according to his own Explanation, 
C 2 the 
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the weakeſt can do as much Miſchief as 
the ſtrongeſt; all deſire, and have an equal 


Right to the ſame Things, and want to | 


excel each other in Power and Honour ; 
but as it is impoſſible for all to poſſeſs the 
ſame Things, or to obtain a Pre-eminence 
in Power and Honour, hence muſt ariſe 
mutual Conteſts,' a natural Paſſion to in- 

vade the Property, and level the Power 
and Character of each other, and to raiſe 
and ſecure themſel ves againſt the Attempts 
of others. * This State of - Things, in 
' which eyery Man having a Right to every 
Thing, has likewiſe a Right to prevent 
his Neighbour by Force or Fraud; he 
tells us, muſt naturally produce a State of 
War and mutual Carnage. In ſuch a 
State, he adds, nothing can be called un- 
Juſt or unlawful ; for he who has a Right 
to the End, has alſo a Right to the only 


' Means of obtaining or ſecuring it, which, 


according to him, are Force or Fraud. 
And this State he calls the State of Na- 
ture. But our ſhrewd Philoſopher 
ſubjoins, that Men being aware that ſuch 
A State muſt terminate in their own De- 
ſtruction, 


1 Hob. de Give, cap. i, ii, Fe. and Leviath, 
c. xvii, Se. 
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ſtruction, agreed to ſurrender their private 


unlimited Right into the Hands of the 


Majority, or ſuch as the Majority ſhould 


appoint, and to ſubject ne for the 


future to common Laws, or to common 
Judges or Magiſtrates. In conſequence 
of this Surrender, and of this mutual 


| Compact or Agreement, they are ſecured 


againſt mutual Hoſtilities, and hound or 
obliged to a peaceable and good Beha- 
viour; ſo that it is no longer lawful. or 


juſt (the good Man means ſafe or pru- 
dent) to invade and encroach on another. 


For this would be contrary to Compact, 
and a Violation of his Promiſe and Faith. 
Therefore as there could be no In- 


juſtice previous to this Compact, fo the 


Compact, and it alone, muſt be the Ori- 
gin of Juſtice, the Foundation of Duty 
and Moral Obligation. This is our ſubtle 
Philoſopher's Scheme! 
But one may aſk him, What Obliga- 
tion is a Man under to keep his Promiſe, 
or ſtand to his Compact, if there be no 
Obligation, no motal Tie diſtinct from 
that Promiſe, and that Compact, indepen- 
dent of and previous to both? If there is 
none, they muſt prove a mere Rope of 
Sand, and Men are left as looſe and un- 
C 3 ſiociable 
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ſociable as ever, as much Barbarians and 
Wolves as before their Union. But if 
there is a diſtinct and previous Obligation 

to Fidelity, Honour, and a Regard to 
one's Engagements, then Right and 
Wrong, Juſtice and Injuſtice, are ante- 
cedent to Compact. —Perhaps he will _ 
us that the Neceſſity of the Caſe, or 

| Regard to our own Safety, which is in- 
cluded in that of the Public, obliges us 
to adhere to our Engagements. We may 
be compelled or puniſhed for Breach of 


Faith by thoſe, to whom we transfer our 


Rights. Force, or. ſuperior Strength of 
the Majority to controul or puniſh the 
Refractory, is, no doubt, the true Origin 
of the Obligation, if he will ſpeak out, 
and Self-love is its only Judge and Mea- 


Faure. And if this be all, then what Obli- 


gation is a Man under to Gratitude, Cha- 
rity, Friendſhip, and all thoſe Duties of 
Humanity, which fall not under the Cog- 
nizance or Controul of Law? What 
Obligations to private Veracity, Honeſty 
and Fidelity, when a Man may be a-Knave 
with Safety? That Scheme, therefore, 
which ſets us looſe from ſuch Obligations, 
and involves us in ſuch Abſurdities, mull 
be itſelf both abſurd and wicked. That 

State 


the Deity, and call Virtue a 


41 


State of Nature which it ſuppoſes as its 


Foundation, is a mere Chimera, a Viſion 
of his own Brain, which, from the Con- 
dition and Nature of the Creature, the 
Growth of a Family, the Riſe of a Tribe 
or Clan, we have no Reaſon to believe 

ever ſubſiſted; therefore the Superſtructure 
which he has raiſed on that Foundation, 

is fictitious and chimerical. Hobbes took 
it for granted, that all Men were Knaves 


or Fools, and wanted to dreſs up a Syſtem 


of Government, agreeable to the corrupt 
Taſte of the reigning Powers, and to the 
Genius of a moſt diffolute Court, a Go- 
vernment contrived to make a ſmall Part 
of Mankind Tyrants, and all the reft 
Slaves. He meaſured Virtue by mere Uti- 
lity, and while he pretends to be the firſt 
that diſcovered this Connection, and gave 
the only true Reaſon for the Practice of 
Honeſty, he ſeems to have miſunderſtood, 
or wilfully overlooked its true Nature, and 
its inſeparable Connection with the Per- 
fection and Happineſs of the Individual. 
Another Set of Moraliſts szene 9 
eſtabliſh Morals upon the Will Conformity 
or poſitive Appointment of vine Will 
Conformity to that Will, or Appoint- 
„„ „ — 


1561. 
ment. All Obligation, they ſay, ſuppoſes 
one who obiges, or who has a Right to 
| preſcribe, and can reward the Obedient, 
and puniſh the Diſobedient. This can be 
none but our Creator. His Mill there- 
fore is our Law, which we are beund to 
obey. And this they tell us is only ſut- 
ficient to bind, or oblige ſuch impertect 
and corrupt Creatures as we are, who 
are but feebly moved with a Senſe of the 
Beauty and Excellency of Virtue, and 
ſtrongly ſwayed by Paſſion, or Views of 
Intereſt. $47: Þ 15 
hat Virtue, or ſuch a Conduct of the 
Paſſions as hath been above deſcribed, is 
- agreeable to the Will of God, is evident 
beyond Diſpute, as that Conduct, or 


Scheme of Duty, is pointed out to us by 


our Inward Structure, and as that Inward 
Structure is the Effect of the Will or 
Appointment of the Deity. Whatever 
therefore is agreeable, or correſpondent 
to our Inward Structure, muſt likewiſe 
be agreeable, or correſpond to the Will 
of God. So that all the Indications, or 
Sanctions of our Duty, which are de- 
clared, or enforced by our Structure, are, 
and may be, conſidered as Indications, or 
| $an#iens of the Will of our , 4 
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theſe Indications, through Inattention to, 
or Abuſe of the Structure, prove inſuffi- 
cient to declare; or if theſe Sanctions, 
through the Weakneſs or Wickedneſs of 


Men, prove inſufficient to enforce Obe- 


dience to the Divine Will, and the Deity 
is pleaſed to ſuperadd new Indications, or | 
new Sanctions ; theſe additional Indica- 
tions and Sanctions cannot, and are not 
ſuppoſed by the Aſſertors of this Scheme, 
to add any new Duty, or any new Moral 


Obligation; but only a new and clearer 


Promulgation of our Duty, or a new and 
an Sanction or Motive from Intereſt, 
to perform that Duty, and to fulfil that 
Obligation to which we were bound be- 
fore. It makes no Difference, as to the 
Matter of Obligation, after what man- 
ner the Will of our Creator is enforced, 
or declared to us, whether by Word or 
Writ, or by certain. inward Notices and 
Determinations of our own. Minds, ariſing 
according to a neceſſary Law of our Na- 
ture. By whichever of theſe Ways 
we ſuppoſe the Divine Will intimated to 
us, the firſt Queſtion that naturally oc- 
curs to us is, Why we are obliged to 
% vey the Divine Will?“ If it be an- 
+ 206th ec a ſwered 


„„ 
ſwered, that he is our Superior, and can 
reward, or puniſh us, as we are obedient 
or refractory; this is reſting Obligation 
upon the foot of Iutereſt. If we ſay that 
he is our Creator, and Benefactor, and we 
ought to obey our Creator and be grate- 
ful to our Benefactor, this refers the 
Obligation to an inward Senſe, or Per- 
ception, that Obedience is due to one's 
Creator, Gratitude to one's Benefaftor. Up- 
on what other Principle but this, can we 
conne& thoſe Relations, and that Obe- 
dience and Gratitude, unleſs we recur to 
the Principle of Self- intereſt juſt now 
mentioned ? If the Scheme of Duty and 
Moral Obligation be thought to reſt on 
too ſlight a Foundation, when built on 
Moral Perception, and the Affections of 
our Nature, becauſe theſe are found in- 
ſufficient to bind, or rather compel Men 
to their Duty, we fear the ſame Objection 
will militate againſt this Scheme, ſince all 
the Declarations and Sanctions of the Di- 
vine Will have not hitherto had their due 
Effect in producing a thorough and uni- 
verſal Reformation. | 

When ſome ſpeak of the Will of God, 
as the Rule of Duty, they do not certain- 


Iy 
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ly mean a blind, arbitrary Principle of 
Action, but ſuch a Principle as is direct- 


ed by Reaſon, and governed by Wiſdom, 


or a Regard to certain Ends in Preference 
to others. Unleſs we ſuppoſe ſome Prin- 
ciple in the Deity analogous to our Senſe 
of the Obligation, ſome antecedent Af- 


tection, or Determination of his Nature, 


to prefer ſome Ends before others, we 
cannot aſſign any ſufficient, or indeed any 
poſſible Reaſon, why he ſhould will one 
thing more than another, or have any 
Election at all. Whatever therefore is 
the Ground of his Choice, or Will, muſt 
be the Ground of Obligation, and not 
the Choice, or Will itſelf. That 
this is ſo, appears plainly e the com- 
mon Diſtinction which Divines and Phi- 
loſophers make between Moral and Pęſi 
tive Commands and Duties. The former 
they think oligatory, antecedent to Will, 
or at leaſt to any Declaration of it; the 
lalter obligatory only in conſequence of 
a poſitive Appointment of the Divine 
Will. But what Foundation can there 
be for this Diſtinction, if all Duty and 
all Obligation be equally the but of 
mere Will? 


A more 
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A more refined Tribe 10 
Philoſophers have attempted 


Truth, of the 

F and to lay the Foundation of Mo- 
Reaſons of rals much deeper, and on a 
Things. _ 


"Jap of 


more large and firm Bottom, 
wiz. the Natures and Reaſons, the Truth 
and I itneſſes of Things. | Senſes and Aſfec- 
tions, they tell us, are vague and precari- 
ous ; and though they are not, yet irra- 
tional Principles of Action, and conſe- 
quently very improper Foundations, on 
which to reſt the eternal and immutable 
Obligations of Morality. Therefore they 
talk much of the abſtract Natures and 
Reaſons of Things, of eternal Diffe- 
rences, unalterable Relations, Fitneſſes and 
Unfitneſſes reſulting from thoſe Rela- 
tions; and from theſe. eternal Reaſons, 
Differences, Relations, and their conſe- 
quent Fitneſſes, they ſuppoſe Moral Obli- 
gation to ariſe. A Conduct agreeable to 
them, or, in other words, A Confor- 
* mity to Truth they call Virtue, and the 
« Reverſe they call Vice.“ * 

We perceive the Nature of Things by 
different Organs, or Senſes, and our Rea- 
fon acts upon them when ſo perceived, 

and 
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and Sar thoſe Relations which 
ſubſiſt between them, or traces what is 


true, what is falſe, what may be affirmed, 


and what denied concerning them. Thus 
by Senſe or Experience we perceive the 


| Nature or Character of a Benefa#or, and of 


a Beneficiary (it one may ſo expreſs it) and 


upon comparing them together, a third 


Idea is ſuggeſted to us, which we call the 
Relation between the Benefactor and Be- 
neficiary; we likewiſe perceive the Foun- 
dation of that Relation, ſome Benefit re- 
ceived. But are any of theſe Ideas that 
which we underſtand by the Moral Duty 
or Obligation, the Idea of Gratitude due to 
the Benefactor from the Beneficiary ? This 
is evidently a diſtinct Perception, obvious 
to ſome Senſe, Organ, or Power of Percep- 
-_ but not the Reſult of Reaſoning. 
Suppoſe farther, the Benefactor in Priſon 
for a ſmall Debt, and the Beneficiary in 
Affluence, Reaſon may ſuggeſt to the lat- 
ter, that a little Share of his Wealth be- 
ſtowed on the former, will make a conſi- 
derable Change in his State to the better ; 
but will Reaſon, mere Reaſon, without 


ſome degree of Affection, prompt him 


to ſuch. a well-placed Charity? Or. will 
the Perception of his Relation to his Bene- 
Al - alter 
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Faktor and of the Benefit received, lead him 
to approve ſuch a Conduct, unleſs we ſup- 
| bow a Senſe or Feeling quite different 


rom that Perception of the intervening 
Relation, and of the Ground of that Re- 


lation? We might, therefore, perceive all 


the poſſible Reaſons, Relations, and Dit- 


ferences of Things, and yet be totally in- 
different to this or that Conduct, unleſs 
we were endued with ſome Senſe or Af- 


tection, by which we approved and loved 
one, or diſapproved and diſliked the other 
Conduct. Reaſon may perceive a Fitneſs, 
or Aptitude to a certain End, but without 


' ſome Senſe or Affection we cannot propoſe, 
or indeed have any Idea of an End, and 


without an End we cannot conceive any 
Inducement to Action. — Therefore before 
we can underſtand the Natures, Reaſons, 
and Fitneſſes of Things, which are ſaid 


to be the Foundation of Morals, we muſt 


know what Natures are meant, to what 
Ends they are fitted, and from what Prin- 


ciples or Affections they are prompted to 


act, otherwiſe we cannot judge of. the 


Duty required, or of the Conduct becom- 


ing that Being whom we ſuppoſe under 
Moral Obligation. But let the Natures be 
once given, and che Relations which ſub- 


ee 
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ſiſt among them be aſcertained, we can 
then determine what Conduct will be ob- 
| ligatory to ſuch Natures, and adapted to 
their Condition and Oeconomy. And to 
the ſame Natures placed in the ſame Re- 
lations, the ſame Conduct will be eter- 
nally, and' invariably proper and obliga- 
— rg Cf Eos 
To call Morality a Conformity to Truth, 
gives no Idea, no Characteriſtic of it, but 
what ſeems equally applicable to Vice. 
For whatever Propoſitions are predicable 
of Virtue, as, that it flows from 
Affection, or is agreeable to the Order of 
our Nature, — tends to produce Happineſs, 
—is beheld with Approbation, and the 
like, the contrary Propoſitions are equally 
true, and may be equally predicated of 


Vice. What is Truth, but the Confor- - 


mity of Propoſitions to the Nature or Ex- 
iſtence and Reality of Things? And has 
not Vice its Nature, its Exiſtence, its Ad- 
juncts and Conſequences, as much as Vir- 
tue? And are not Propoſitions conform- 
able to them true Propoſitions? And there- 
fore is not a Conduct ſuited to, or ſigni- 
ficative of ſuch true Propoſitions, a true 
Conduct, or a Conduct conformable to 
7 * i 
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Truth? Could we underſtand a Watch- 
maker, a Painter, or a Statuary, talking 


of their reſpective Arts, ſhould they tell 


us, that a. Watch, a Picture, or Statue, 
were good. when they were true, or done 


according to Truth, and that their Art 


lay in adjuſting them to Truth? Would 
they not ſpeak more intelligibly, and more 
to the Purpoſe, if they ſhould explain to 
us their End or Uſe, and in order to that, 
ſhew us their Parts both together and ſe- 
parately, the Bearings and Proportions of 
thoſe Parts, and their Reference to that 
End? Is not ſuch a Detail likewiſe neceſ- 
ſary to underſtand Human Nature, its. 
Duty, and End ? Will the Truth, the ab- 
ſtract Natures and Reaſons, the eternal 


Relations and Fitneſſes of Things, form 


ſuch a Detail ? But ſuppoſe it could, yet 
what Degrees of Virtue, or Vice, does 
Truth admit? Truth is a ſimple, uniform, 
invariable Thing, incapable of Intenſion 
or Remiſſion. But Virtue and Vice admit 
of almoſt infinite Degrees and Variations, 
and therefore cannot conſiſt of, or be 
founded upon, a Thing which admits of 
none. For ſuch as is the Foundation, 


5 ſuch muſt the Superſtructure be. 
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ture, and an Inward Senſe, is 
to render it exceedingly precarious and 
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But it is ſaid, that, to de- 


0 1 
duce Moral Obligation from en. the 
the Conſtitution of our Na- Scheme in 

Section 2. 


mutable, becauſe Man might have been 


| differently - conſtituted, ſo as to approve 


of Treachery, Malice, Cruelty, and then 
another, or a quite contrary Train of Du- 
ties would have been We, or oblrg a- 
tory. 

That Human Nature might The A 
have been otherwiſe conſtitut- 
ed than it is, is perhaps true, but that it 
could have been better conſtituted, con- 
ſidering its preſent State and Circum- 
ſtances, may be juſtly queſtioned under 


his Government, who does every thing in 


Number, Weight, and Meaſure, and who 
has poured Wiſdom and Beauty over all 
The little Sketch that hath 
been given of our Nature, ſhews that it is 
admirably adapted to our preſent Condi- 
tion, and the various Connections we 
ſuſtain, We could not have ſubſiſted, or 
at leaſt not have ſubſiſted io well, in ſuch 
a Conc it on, nor maintained ſuch Con- 
nections, without that ſucceſſive Train of 
Powers and Paſſions with which we are 


en- 
2 * 


1 
- endued. Without them, or with a con- 
trary Set, we muſt have been miſerable. 
And he who ordained the Condition and 
ſettled the Connections, muſt likewiſe have 
ordained that Conduct of Powers, and 
that Balance of Paſſions which is exactly 
proportioned to that Condition and to 
thoſe Connections. Such an Order of 
Creatures being ſuppoſed, and ſuch a 
Condition with ſuch Connections being 
given, ſuch a Conduct as has been traced 
out, muſt be eternally and invariably ob- 
ligatory to ſuch Creature ſo placed and fo 
connected. Had Man been a different 
Creature, and placed in different Circum- 
ſtances, a Spider for inſtance, or an Hound, 
a different Set of Duties would have then 
become him; the Web, the Vigilance, 
the rapacious Conduct of the former; the 
Sagacity, the Love of Game, and Swift- 
in of the latter, and the Satisfaction of 
Appetite,the Propagation and Love of Off- 
ſpring common to both, would have fulfil- 
led the Deſtinations of his Nature, and been 
his proper Buſineſs and Oeconomy. But as 
Man is not only a Senſible, an Active, and a 


Social, but a Rational, a Political, and a 


Religious Creature, he has a nobler Part 
to act, and more numerous and more im- 
| | portant 
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portant Obligations to fulfil. 
terwards, in any future Period of his Du- 
ration, he ſhall be advanced to a ſuperior 
Station, and take in wider Connections, 
the Sphere of his Duty, and the Number 
and Weight of his Obligations, muſt in- 


And if af- 


creaſe in proportion. Had a Creature, 
therefore, ſituated and connected as Man, 
been formed with Diſpoſitions to approve 
of Treachery, Malice, or Cruelty, ſuch 
a Temper or Conſtitution would have 
been evidently deſtructive of his Happi- 
neſs. Now if we imagine the Deity pre- 
fers ſome Ends to others, ſuppoſe the 
Happineſs of his Creatures to their Mi- 
ſery, he muſt likewiſe prefer the Means 
moſt adapted to thoſe Ends. Therefore, 


ſuppoſing the Deity neceſſarily Wiſe and 


Good, he could not have implanted in 
us ſuch Diſpoſitions, or, in other words, 
could not have annexed Feelings of Ap- 


| probation to a Conduct ſo incongruous to 


our State, and ſo ſubverſive of our Hap- 
pineſs. Conſequently amidſt the infinite 
Variety of poſſible Conſtitutions, Vice 
could never have been approveatle, and of 
courſe, not ebligatory. —- THEREFORE, 
* The Scheme of Human Nature above 
« 0 qo reſts on the fame Founda- 

| “tion 
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8 tion as the Divine Wiſdom and Good 
« neſs, and the Scheme of Moral Obli- 
gation erected upon it, muſt be equally 
% immutable and immortal.” And that 


the Deity is wiſe and good, ſupremely and 


univerſally ſo, Nature cries aloud through 

all her Works. 

But it is farther, objected 
againſt this Scheme, that Man- 
kind differ ſtrangely in their 

Moral Sentiments, ſome approving Trea- 


| brother | 
Ine. 


chery, Revenge, and Cruelty, nay whole | 


Nations Theft, the Expoſition of Infants, 
and many other Crimes of as black a Dye: 
therefore the Moral Senſe,recom mended as 
the Judge of Morals, is either not univer- 
ſal, or a very uncertain and fallacious Rule. 
As to that Diverſity of Opi- 
wee ene] nion, or rather of Practice, — 
cerning Moral Obligation, we can no 
more conclude from thence, that the in- 
ternal Perception, or Moral Senſe of Right 
and Wrong, is not an Univerſal, or Cer- 
tain Standard or Rule of judging in Mo- 
rals, than we can infer from the different 


Opinions concerning the Merit of the ſame 


Performances, that there is no Standard in 


Painting, no certain and uncontroverted 


Principle of the Art. In the laſt, Men 
appeal 


TS} -. 
appeal from particular Taſtes, Manners, 


Fo and Cuſtoms, to Nature, as the ſupreme 


Standard, and acknowledge that the Per- 
fection of the Art lies in the juſt Imita- 
tion of it; but from a Diverſity in Or- 
gans, in Capacity, in Education, from 
Favour, Prejudice, and a thouſand other 
Circumſtances, they differ in applying the 
Rule to particular Inſtances. 
thing holds in Morals; Men admit the 
Rule in general, and appeal to our common 
Nature and to common Senſe, nay ſeldom 
differ or judge wrong in impartial Caſes. 
When at any time they miſapply, or de- 
viate from the received Standard, a fair 


and ſatisfying Account may be een of 


their Variations. | 

We have heard of States which hive 
allowed Theft, and the Expoſition of lame 
or deformed Children. But in thoſe States 
there was hardly any Property, all things 
were common, and to train up a hardy, 
ſhifting, ſagacious Youth, was thought 
far preferable to the Security of any pri- 
vate Property. 
Children was eſteemed the Sacrifice of 


private Social Affection to the Love of 


the Public. We need not doubt but they 


loved their. Children; but as > ſuch Chil- 
dren 


The lame 


The Expoſition of their 
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ral Spectator or Actor has, or according 


to 
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dren were accounted uſeleſs, and even 


hurtful to a Commonwealth, formed en- 


tirely upon a warlike Plan, they reckoned 


it gallant to prefer the public, to the ſtrong- 


eſt and moſt endearing private Intereſt, 
So. that their Miſtake lay in ſuppoſing a 


real Competition between thoſe Intereſts, 
not in diſavowing, or diveſting themſelves 


of parental Affection; a Miſtake into 


Which they would not have fallen had 


they enjoyed a more natural, refined, and 
extenſive Syſtem of Policy. In ſome 


Countries they put their aged decrepit 
Parents to Death, but is it becauſe they 
condemn, or want natural Affection? No; 


but they think it the beſt Proof of their 
Affection to deliver them. from the Miſe- 
ries of old Age, which they do not be- 


| Leve can be counter-balanced by all its 


Enjoyments. In ſhort, neither Cruelty, 
nor Ingratitude, nor any Action under an 
immoral Form, are ever approved. Men 


reaſon wrong only about the Tendency, the 


Conſequences, Materials, and other Cir- 
cumſtances of the Action. It may appear 
in different Lights or with different Sides, 
according to the different Views and Opi- 
nions of the Conſequences which the Mo- 
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to his Paſſions, Habits, and other Cir- 
cumſtances; but ſtill the general Rule is 
= recognized, the Moral Quality or Spe- 
cies is admired, and the Deviation from 
dhe Rule condemned and diſliked. Thus, 
 {Winhumanity is condemned by all, yet Per- 
ſecution for the ſake of religious Opi- 
[nions is approved, and even practiſed by 
ſome under the Notion of Compaſſion to 
the Souls of the Sufferers, or to thoſe of 
others who, they think, can only be thus 
| /ecured againſt the Infection of Hereſy ; or 
under the Form of Zeal for the Honour 


_ of God, a Divine Principle, to which they 
Net are perſyaded whatever is Human ought 
heir e Koop ; though to every large and well- 
liſe- informed Mind ſuch a Conduct muſt ap- 
be. WY moſt barbarous and inhuman, with 
| ics bow pious 2 Name ſoever it may be fanc- 
| tified, — No Man approves Malice; but 
city» io hate a wicked Character, or to reſent 
Mor an Injury, are deemed equally conducive 


to Private Security, and to Public Good, 
Gir. and appear to the Actors, even in their 
moſt outrageous Sallies, a noble Contempt 

eat of Vice, or a generous Indignation againſt 
Ovi. Wrong. The Highwayman condemns 
oe Injuſtice, and reſents the pilfering Knave- 
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ry of a Brother of the Trade; but to 


excuſe himſelf he ſays, Neceſſity has no 
Law, an honeſt Fellow mult not ſtarve, 
he has tried the Way of Induſtry, but in 


vain; the prime Law of Self- preſervation 
muſt be obeyed. From theſe, and the 
like Topics, it appears no hard Matter to 


account for the Diverſity of Opinions con- 


cerning Moral Obligation, viz. from Mi- 


ſtakes about the Tendency of Actions, the 


Nature of Happineſs, or of public or 


private Good, from the partial Connec- 


tions Men have formed, from falſe Opi- 


nions of Religions and "the Will of God, 


and from violent Paſſions, which make 
them miſapply the Rule, or not attend to 


the Moral Quality as they ought. There- 
fore by ſeparating what is foreign, and 


appealing to the true Standard of Nature, 
as aſcertained above, and by obſerving the 


Reaſons of thoſe Variations which we 4ind 
ſometimes among Individuals, we plainly 
recognize the Stability of the Rule of Mo- 


ral Obligation, and diſcern the Univerſa- 


lity of the Senſe; and the Variations, in- 


ſtead of being Exceptions againſt either, 


rather concur in confirming one, and de- 
ene the other. 
VE, From 


: 1 731 


From the whole, we may 


Concluſion, 
conclude, that the Nature, the fu 


 Rcaſons, and the Relations of things would 
never have ſuggeſted to us this ſimple Idea 


of Moral Obligation without a proper Senſe 
ſuſceptible of it. It is interwoven with 
the very Frame and Conſtitution of our 
Nature, and by it Wie are in the ſtricteſt 
Senſe a Law to Ourſelves. Nor is it left 

to us to trace out this Law by the cool or 
ſlow Deductions of Reaſon; far leſs is this 
Law the Reſult of ſubtile and metaphyſi- 
cal Enquiries into the abſtract Natures and 
Relations of Things ; we need not aſcend 


to Heaven to bring it down from thence, 


nor- deſcend into the Depths to ſeek it 


there; it is within us, ever preſent with 


us, ever active and incumbent on the 
Mind, and engraven on the Heart in the 


fair and large Signatures of Conſcience, ; 
Natural Affection, Compaſſion, Gratitude, 


and univerſal Benevolence. 
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The FIN AL Cauſes of our Moral Faculties 


3 ph and Affection. 


8 E have now taken a 
55 General Proſpect of 

Ma, and of his Mor a: 
Pow ERS and Co NECTIONS, and on theſe 
erected a Scheme of DvuTy, or Mok Al. 


OkLICATION, which ſeems to be con- 
firmed by Experience, conſonant to Rea- 


ſon, and approved by his moſt inward, 


and moſt ſacred Senſes. It may be proper 
in the next place to take a more particular 


View of the Final Cauſes of thoſe delicate 
Springs by which he is impelled to Action, 


and of thoſe Clogs by which he is reſtrain- 


ed from it.—By this Detail we ſhall be 
able to judge of their Aptitude to anſwer 
their End, in a Creature endued with his 


_ Capacities, ſubject to his Wants, expoſed 


to his Dangers, and ſuſceptible of his Eu. 
joyments; and from thence we ſhall be in 
a Condition to pronounce concerning the 
End of his whole Structure, its Harmon 
with his State, and, conſequently, its Sub- 
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lent Intentions: of its Author, 
In the Anatomy of this in- 

nward 
lies ward and more elaborate Sub- Anatomy of 
jeft, it will not be neceſſary to ny Mad. of 
purſue every little Fibre, nor 


n a to mark the nicer Complications and va- 


of WW rious Branchings of the more minute 
ai Parts. It ſhall ſuffice to lay open the 


theſe larger Veſſels and ſtronger Muſcling of 
\r ar Ml this Divine Piece of Workmanſhip, and 
con- ¶ to trace their Office and Uſe in the Diſ- 
Rea- WM poſition of the Whole. 

rard, The Supreme Being has ſeen fit to blegd 
roper Wl in the whole of Things a prodigious Va- 
enlarriety of diſcordarit and contrary Princi- 
licate ples; Light and Darkneſs, Pleaſure and 
tion, Pain, Good and Evil. There are multifa- 
train- rious Natures, higher and lower, and ma- 
11 bey intermediate ones between the wide- 
nſwer diſtant Extremes. Theſe are differently 
th his ſituated, variouſly adjuſted, and ſubjected 


to each other, and all of them ſubordinate 
tothe Order and Perfection of the Whole. 
We may ſuppoſe Man, placed as in a 


poſed 
is En- 
| be 1n 


g the Center amidſt thoſe innumerable Orders of 


2/101) Beings, by his Outward Frame drawing to 
Sub- the Material Syſtem, and by his Inward 


viency connected with the INTELLECTUAL, or 
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Moral, and of courſe affected by the Laws 


| Inveſt 
which govern both, or affected by that N nectic 
Good and that Ill which reſult from thoſe M ſpecti 
Laws. In this infinite Variety of Relations Energ 
with which he is ſurrounded, and of Con. fore i: 
 tingencies to which he is liable, he feels L Exper 
ſtrong Attractions to the Good, and vio- Perce 
lent Repulſions or Averſions to the II. ſtanta⸗ 
But as Good and Ill are often blended, and 1. re 
wonderfully complicated one with the from 
other; as they ſometimes immeditaely pro- IReaſor 
quce and run up into each other, and at Nchuſe 
other times lie at great Diſtances, yet by repel a 
means of intervening Links, introduce one Thus, 
another; and as theſe Effects are often by the 
brought about in conſequence of hidden Hxinds c 
Relations, and general Laws, of the Ener. agree 
BY of which he is an incompetent Judge, oppoſit 
it is eaſy for him to miſtake Good for Evi, which 
and Evil for Good, and conſequently he of it; 
may be frequently attracted by ſuch thing Meruces 
as are deſtructive, or repel ſuch are falu- ſtitutior 
tary. Thus, by the tender and compli-W 2 5 15 


cated Frame of his Body, he is ſubjected 
to a great Variety of Ills, to Sickneſs, Coll 
Heat, Fatigue, and innumerable Want 
Yet his Knowledge is ſo narrow witha, 
and his Reaſon fo weak, that in many 
Caſes he cannot judge, in che hu a 
ny 


armed v 
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rge hir 
ſuited t 
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Inveſtigation, or Reaſoning, or the Con- 
nections of thoſe Effects with their re- 
ſpective Cauſes, or of the various latent 
Energies of Natural Things. He is there- 
fore informed of this Connection by the 


AWI 
that 
hoſe iſ 
tions 
Con. 
feels 
vio- 
e II. 
and 
the 
pro- 
1d at 
ret by 
ce one 


Perception, which, by a mechanical in- 
ſtantaneous Motion, feel the Good and the 
LI, receiving Pleaſure from one, and Pain 


chuſe what tends to his Welfare, and to 
Irepel and avoid what tends to his Ruin.' 
Thus, by his Senſes of Taſte and Smell, or 


w_ by the Pleaſure he receives from certain 
1dGen 


kinds of Food, he is admoniſhed which 


Ener. agree with his Conſtitution, and by an 
Judge, oppoſite Senſe of Pain, he is: informed 
r Evi which ſorts. diſagree; or are deſtructive 
tly he of it; but is not by means of thefe in- 
ching ructed i in the inward Natures and Con- 
0 . ſtitutions of Things. I 
WMP" Some of thoſe Senſes are 7 i 
byectelWrme with ſtrong Degrees of e : 
5, Coll, Unea neſs or Pain, in order to P Mon. 
. " rge him to ſeek after ſuch Objects as are 
WI ) 


ſuited. to them. And theſe reſpect his 
ore immediate and preſſing Wants ; 


mam 
way © 
Ine 


Experience of certain Senſes, or Organs of 


from the other. By theſe, without any 
Reaſoning, he is taught to attract, or 
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require much Application of Thought, 
or great bodily Labour, or both. The Actio 
Neceſſaries of Life, Food, Cloaths, Shel- ſeen, 


 fecure to us the peaceable Enjoyment of 


761 = 
the Senſe of Hunger, Thirſt, Cold, and i and 
the like; which, by their painful Im: WW Arie 
portunities, compel him to provide Food, Thu: 
Drink, Raiment, Shelter. Thoſe Inſtincts W 12M 
by which we are thus prompted with ſome Wl "fy. 


kind of Commotion or Violence to attract gage 


and purſue Good, or to repel and avoid % Frien 


we call Appetites and Paſfions. By our Wl ? C 


Senſes then we are informed of what is Wan 


good or ill to the Private Syſtem, or the new . 


Individual; and by our Private Appetitet Man 
and Paſſions we are impelled to one, and tereſt 
reſtrained from the other. contr 


In conſequence of this Ma- ment 
Man's out- 


auard State. chinery, and the great Train Partie 


of Wants to which our Na- of D 
ture ſubjects us, we are engaged in a con- introc 


tinued Series of Occupations, which often Wy b 
all t 


ter, and the like, met be provided ; WW PT 
Conveniencies mult be acquired to render Reſol 
Life ſtill more eaſy and comfortable. In or- 
der to obtain theſe, Arts, Induſtry, Manu- 
factures, and Trade, are neceſſary. And to 


their Fruits, Civil Government, Fol 
wy all 


79 J. = 
and Laws muſt be contrived, and the 


5 various Buſineſs of public Life carried on. 
7ood, Thus while Man is concerned and buſied 
netz in making Proviſion, or obtaining Secu- 
me BY rity for himſelf, he is by Degrees en- 
trag gaged in Connections with a Family, 
1 Il, Friends, Neighbours, a Community, or 
our 4 Commonwealth. Hence ariſe new 
at is Wants, new Intereſts, new Cares, and 
the new Employments. The Paſſions of one 
eiter Man interfere with thoſe of another. In- 
and tereſts are oppoſed. Competitions ariſe, 


contrary Courſes are taken. Diſappoint- 


Ma- ments happen, Diſtinctions are made, and 
Train Parties formed. This opens a vaſt Scene 

Na. of Diſtraction and Embarraſſment, and 
80 introduces a mighty Train of Good and 
often Ill, both Public and Private. Vet amidſt 
ught, all this Confuſion and Hurry, Plans of 

The Action muſt be laid, Conſequences fore- 
Shel. MI {cen, or guarded againſt, Inconveniencies 
ided; provided for; and frequently particular 
endet Reſolutions muſt be taken, and Schemes 
In or- executed, without Reaſoning or Delay. 
Manu⸗ Now what Proviſion has the 


3 
And to! Author of our Nature made bas aca 


ent of for this neceſſitous Condition? 

Policy How has he fitted the Actor, Man, for 
aud Playing his Part in this perplexed and 
D4 buſy. 
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* oa jeyſul SyMPATHY,or that Good- 


[ 80 ] 
buſy Scene? He has admoniſhed the 5 
dividual of private Good and private Il by 
peculiar Senſes, and urged him by keen 


Inſtinbis to purſue"the former and repel 
the latter. But what Proviſion, what Se- 


curity has the Deity made for the Com- 


munity, the Public? Who, or what ſhall 


anſwer for his good Behaviour to it? 


public Our SupremeParent,watch- 
1 5 and ful for the Whole, has not left 
ns. 


himſelf without a Witneſs here 
neither, and hath made nothing imper- 
fect, but all things are double one againſt 


another. He has not left Man to be in- 


formed, only by the cool Notices of Rea- 
ſon, of Good or Il, the Happineſs or Mi- 


ſery of his Fellow- Creatures. He has 3 


him ſenſible of their Good and Happ 


neſs, but eſpecially of their IIl and Mike | 
TY» by an immediate Sympathy, of quick 
Feeling of Pleaſure and of Pain. 


The latter we call Pity or 
Coup Ass ON. For the former, 
though every one, who is not quite diveſt- 
ed of Humanity, feels it, in ſome de- 
gree, we have not got a Name, unleſs we 
| call it CoNGRATULATION, or 


X humour, which ariſes on ſeeing 
| others 


L. 81 J. 

others pleaſed or happy. Both theſe Feel- 
ings have been called in general the Pus- 
IIc or COMMON SENSE, K ,v;vonuo tun, 
by which we feel for others and are inte- 
reſted in their Concerns as really, though 
perhaps leſs ſenſibly than in our own, 

When we ſee our Fellow- 
Creatures unhappy, through | 
the Fault or Injury of others, we feel Rx- 
SENTMENT Or INDIGNATION againſt the 
8 juſt Cauſers of that Miſery. If we are 
E conſcious that it has happened through . 

our Fault, or injurious Conduct, we feel 
SHAME 3 and both theſe Claſſes of Senſes 
and Paſſions, regarding Miſery and Wrong, 
are armed with ſuch ſharp Senfations of 
Pain, as not only prove a powerful Guard 
and Security to the Species or Public Sy- 
ſtem, againſt thoſe Ills it may, but ſerve 
alſo to leſſen or remove thoſe Ills it does, 
ſuffer. Compaſſion draws us out of our- 
ſelves to bear a part of the Misfortunes of 
others, powerfully ſolicits us in their Fa- 
vour, melts us at a Sight of their Piſtreſs, 
and makes us in ſome degree unhappy 
till they are relieved from it. It is pecu- 
larly well adapted to the Condition of 
Human Life, becauſe, as an eminent Mo- 

| — 9 3 raliſt 


Reſentment. 
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raliſt * obſerves, it is much more, and 
oftener in our Power to do Miſchief than 
Good, and to prevent or leſſen Miſery 
than to communicate poſitive Happineſs 
1 and therefore it is an admirable Reſtraint 

upon the more ſelſiſñß Paſſions, or thoſe 

violent Impulſes that carry us to the Hurt 
// EE > 
There are other particular 
Inſtincts or Paſſions, which in- 
tereſt us in the Concerns of 
others, even while we are moſt buſy about 
our own, and which are ſtrongly attractive 
of Good, and repulſive of 7. to them. 
Such are Natural Affection, Friendſhip, 
Love, Gratitude, Defire of Fame, Love of 
Society, of one's Country, and others that 
might be named. Now as the Private 
Appetites and Paſſions were found to be 
armed with ſtrong Senſations of Deſire 
and Uneaſineſs, to prompt Man the more 
effectually to ſuſtain Labours, and en- 
counter Dangers in purſuit of thoſe Goods 
that are neceſſary to the Preſervation and 
Welfare of the Individual, and to avoid 
thoſe Ills which tend to his Deſtruction; 
in like manner it was neceſſary, that this 
| | "= 000 


* Vid. Butler's Serm, on Compaſſion. 
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ether Claſs of Deſires and Affections 


ſhould be prompted with as quick Sen- 
ſations of Pain, not only to counteract 
the Strength of their Antagoniſts, but to 


engage us in a virtuous Activity for our 


Relations, Families, Friends, Neighbours, 
Country. Indeed our Senſe of Right and 
Wrong will admoniſh us that it is our 
Duty, and Reaſon and Experience farther 
aſſure us, that it is both our Intereſt and 
beſt Security, to promote the Happineſs of 
others; but that Senſe, that Reaſon, and that 


Experience, would frequently prove but 


weak and ineffectual Prompters to ſuch a 
Conduct, eſpecially in Caſes of Danger 


and Hardſhip, and amidſt all the Impor- 
tunities of Nature, and that conſtant Hurry 


in which the Private Paſſions involve us, 


without the Aid of thoſe particular kind 
Aﬀections, 'which mark out to us parti- 
_ cular Spheres of Duty, and with an 


agreeable Violence engage and fix us down 


to them. 
It is evident therefore, that ee e 
theſe two Claſſes of Affection, Balance of 
the Private and Public, are ſet Paſfons. 
one againſt the other, and deſigned to 
controul and limit each other*s Influence, 


and thereby to produce a Juſt Balance in 
the 
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„ 1 
the Whole *. In general, the violent Sen- Th 
ſations of Pain or Uneaſineſs which ac- ¶ poſitic 
company Hunger, Thirſt, and the other JM partic! 
private Appetites, or too great Fatigue of the P. 
Mind as well as of Body, prevent the tions 
Individual from running to great Ex- Thus 
ceſſes in the Exerciſe of the higher Fun- ¶ the L 
Ctions of the Mind, as too intenſe Thought and tc 
in the Search of Truth, violent Applica- ment; 
tion to Buſineſs of any kind, and diffe- JW ourſel 
rent Degrees of Romantic Heroiſm. On dearet 
the other hand, the finer Senſes of Percep- nate ( 
tion, and thoſe generous Deſires and Aﬀec- us a 
tions Which are connected with them, the and L 
Love of Action, of Imitation, of Truth, Ho- Love 
nour, Public Virtue, and the like, are partic 
wiſely placed in the oppoſite Scale, in or- than 
der to prevent us from ſinking into the Ib P. 
Dregs of the Animal Life, and debaſing out t 
the Dignity of Man below the Condition MW Self 1; 
of Brutes. So that by the mutual Re- are ce 
action of thoſe oppoſite Powers, the bad Inſtin 
Effects are prevented that would naturally gener 
reſult from their acting ſingly and apart, moſt 
and the good Effects are produced which |M Fren 
each are ſeverally formed to produce. B. 
| Sts Os The rent 


* Yid. Hutch. ConduZ? of the Paſſions, Treat, 1. F. 2. other 


[% I 
The ſame wholeſome Op- * 


Contraft or” 


- poſition appears likewiſe in the 5 * 


particular Counter workings of Public and 


che Private and Public Aﬀec- pte 
tions one againſt the other. | 
Thus Compaſſion is adapted to counterpoiſe- 
the Love of Eaſe, of Pleaſure, and of Life, 
and to diſarm, or to ſet Bounds to Reſent- 
ment; and Reſentment of Injury done to 
5 ourſelves 'or to our Friends, who are 


Paſſions. 


dearer than ourſelves, prevents an effemi- 


| nate Compaſſion or Conſternation, and gives 
| us a noble Contempt of Labour, Pain, 
| and Death. Natural Affection, Friendſhip, 


Love of one's Country, nay, Zeal for any 


particular Virtue, are frequently more 


than a Match for the whole Train of Sel- 
io Paſſions. On the other hand, with- 


out that intimate over-ruling Paſſion of 
| Self love, and thoſe private Deſires which 


are connected with it, the ſocial and tender 
Inſtinfts of the Human Heart would de- 


generate into the wildeſt Dotage, the 
moſt torturing Anxiety, and downright 


Frenzy. 
But not only are the diffe- Contrafts 


rent Orders or Claſſes of Af among theſe 


of the ſame 


fection Checks one upon an- Cafes 


other, but Paſſions of the ſame 


2 | Claſles. 
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Claſſes are mutual Clogs. | Thus, how 


many are withheld from the violent Out- 


rages of Reſentment by Fear? And how 
ealily is Fear controuled in its turn, while 
mighty Wrongs awaken a mighty Reſent- 


ment ? The Private Paſſions often inter- 


fere, and therefore moderate the Violence 


of each other; and a calm SzLF-Love is 
placed at their Head, to direct, influence, 


and controul their particular Attractions 
The Public Affections 
reſtrain one the other ; and all of them 
are put under the Controul of a calm 
diſpaſſionate BenevoLENCE, which ought 


in like manner to direct and limit their 


particular Motions.— Thus, moſt part, if 
not all the Paſſions have a twofold Aſ- 


pe, and ſerve a twofold End. In one 


View they may be conſidered as Powers, 
impelling Mankind to a certain Courſe, 
with a Force proportioned to the pre- 
the Good they aim at. 
In another View they appear as WEIORHTS 
balancing the Action of the Powers, and 
controuling the Violence of their Impulſes. 


By means of theſe Powers and Hogs a 


natural Polsz is ſettled in the Human 


Breaſt by its all- wiſe Author, by which 
the Creature 1 is Kept tolerably ſteady and 
regular 
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regular in his Courſe, amidſt that Variety 


of Stages through Which he muſt paſs. 
But this is not all the Pro- — _ 
viſion which God has made jr 


P 0 
for the Hurry and Perplexity or brtindds 


of the Scene in which Man is / 4#r0a- 


deſtined i act. Amidſt thoſe 
infinite At | 
wards private and public Good and Ill, 


Mankind either cannot often foreſee the 


Conſequences or Tendencies of all their Ac- 


tions towards one or other of theſe, eſpe- 
cially where thoſe Tendencies are intricate 


and point different ways, or thoſe Conſe- 
quences remote and complicated; or 
though, by careful and cool Enquiry and 


a due Improvement of their rational 
Powers, they might find them out, yet 


diſtracted as they are with Buſineſs, amuſ- 
ed with Trifles, diſſipated by Pleaſure, and 
diſturbed by Paſſion, they either have, or 
can find, no leiſure to attend to thoſe 
Conſequences, or to examine how far this 
or that Conduct is productive of private 
or public Good on the whole. There- 


fore were it left entirely to the flow and 
ſober Deductions of Reaſon to trace thoſe 
Tendencies, and make out thoſe Conſe- 


- quences, 


tractions and Repulſions to- 
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[ 88 J 
quences, it is evident that, in many par- 
ticular Inſtances, the Buſineſs of Life 
muſt ſtand ſtill, and many important Oc- 
caſions of Action be loſt, or perhaps the 
groſſeſt Blunders be committed. On this 


account the Deity, beſides that general 


Approbation which we beſtow on every 
degree of kind Aﬀection, has moreover 


implanted in Man many particular Percep- 


tions, or Determinations, to approve of 


certain Qualities or Actions, which, in ef- 


fect, tend to the Advantage of Society, 


and are connected with private Good, 
though he does not always ſee that Ten- | 


dency, nor mind that Connection. And 
theſe Perceptions, or Determinations do, 
without Reaſoning point out, and. ante- 
cedent to Views of Intereſt, prompt to a 
Conduct beneficial to the Public, and uſe- 
ful to the Private Syſtem. Such is that 
Senſe of Candour and Veracity, that Abbor- 
rence of Fraud and Falſhood, that Senſe of 
Fidelity, Fuſtice, Gratitude, Greatneſs of 


Mind, Fortitude, Clemency, Decorum; and 


that Di/approbation of Knavery,. Inj uſti ce, 
Ingratitude, Meanneſs of Spirit, Cowardice, 
Cruelty, and Indecorum, which are natural 


to the Human Mind. The former of 
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Rl thoſe Diſpoſitions, and the Actions flow- 
ing from them, are approved, and thoſe 
= of "the latter kind diſapproved by us, even 
@ abſtracted from the View of their Tenden- 
cy, or Conduciveneſs to the Happineſs or 
g Miſery of others, or of ourſelves. In 
one we diſcern a Beauty, a ſuperior Ex- 
ep- ceilehcy, a Congruity to the Dignity of Man; 7 
of in the other a Deformity, a Littleneſs, a 
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of - Debaſement of Human Nature. 

ty There are other Principles Other, of an 

od. I #!fo, connected with the Good 2 os. 
Er 


of Society, or the Happineſs 
8 and Perfection of the Individual, though. 
do. that Connection is not immediately appa- 
7 rent, which we behold with real Com- 


52 placency and Approbation, though per- 
4" haps inferior in Degree, if not in Kind, 


hat ſuch as Gravity, Modeſty, Simplicity of D. 
portment, Temperance, prudent Oeconomy; 


; of and we feel ſome degree of Contempt and 
of Diſlike where they are wanting, or where 
3 the oppoſite Qualities prevail. Theſe and 
"I the like Perceptions or Feelings are either 
. different Modifications of the Moral Senſe, 
wy or ſubordinate to it, and plainly ſerve the 


of lame important Purpoſe, being expedi- 
ofe tious Monitors in the ſeveral Emergencies 


of 


90 1 . 
Of a various and diſtracted Life, of what 
is right, what is wrong, what is to be pur- 
ſued, and what avoided; and, by the plea- 
ſant, or painful Conſciouſneſs which at- 
tends them, exerting their Influence, as 
powerful Prompters to a ſuitable Con- 
duct. . i . : 

1 From a ſlight Inſpection of 
ral Tenden- the above-named Principles, 
An it is evident they all carry a 
friendly Aſpect to Society, and the Indi- 
vidual, and have a more immediate, or a 
more remote Tendency to promote the 
Perfection or Good of both. This Ten- 
dency cannot be always foreſeen, and 
would be often miſtaken, or ſeldom at- 
tended, by a weak, buſy, ſhort-ſighted 
Creature, like Man, both raſh and vari- 
able in his Opinions, a Dupe to his own 
Paſſions, or to the, Deſigns of others, 


liable to Sickneſs, to Want, and to Error. 


Principles, therefore which are ſo nearly 
linked with private Security and public 
Good, by directing him, without operoſe 
Reaſoning, where to find one, and how 
to promote the other, and by prompting 
him to a Conduct conducive to both, are 


his 


admirably adapted to the Exigencies of 


5 
his preſent State; and wiſely calculated to 
obtain the Ends of univerſal. Benevo-. 


lence. 


It were eaſy; by conſidering Paſſions fit- 


the Subject in another Light, 14 State . 


to ſhew, in a curious Detail of Trial. 


Particulars, how wonderfully. the Inſide. 
of Man, or that aſtoniſhing Train of 
Moral Powers and Affectious with which 


he is endued, is fitted to the ſeveral Stages 


of that progreſive and probationary State, 
through which he is deſtined to paſs. As 
our Faculties are narrow and limited, and 
riſe from very ſmall and imperfect Begin- 


nings, they muſt be improved by Exer- 
ciſe, by Attention, and repeated Trials. 


And this holds true, not only of our In- 


ſellecqtual, but of our Moral and Active 


Powers. The former are liable to Errors 
in Speculation, the latter to Blunders in 


Practice, and both often terminate in 


Misfortunes and Pains. And thoſe Er- 
rors and Blunders are generally owing to 


our Paſſions, or to our too forward and 


warm Admiration of thoſe partial Goods 


they naturally purſue, or to our Fear of 
thoſe partial Is they naturally repel. 


Thoſe Misfortunes therefore lead us back 


to 


1 


2 9 0 * * 
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to conſider where our Miſcondu& lay, 


and whence our Errors flowed, and con- 


ſequently are ſalutary Pieces of Trial, 


which tend to enlarge our Views, to cor- 
rect and refine our Paſſions, and conſe- 
quently improve both our Intellectual and 
Moral Powers. Our Paſſions then 
are the rude Materials of our Virtue, 


which Heaven has given us to work up, 


to refine and poliſh into an harmonious 
and divine Piece of Workmanſhip. They 
furniſh out the whole Machinery, the 


Calms and Storms, the Lights and Shades 


of Human Life. They ſhew Mankind 
in every Attitude and Variety of Cha- 
racter, and give Virtue both its Struggles 
and its Triumphs. To conduct them 
well in every State, is Merit; to abuſe or 


miſapply them, is Demerit. By them we 


prove what we are, and by the Habits to 
which they give Birth, we take our Form 
and Character for the ſucceſſive Stages 
of our Life, or any future Period of our 
Exiſtence. 


3 The different Sets of Senſes, 
greſive Powers, and Paſſions, which 


State. | 


adapted 


unfold themſelves in thoſe ſuc- 
ceſſive Sg” are both neceſſary and 


ward, with that State, we may 


o 


[ 93 ] 
adapted to that ring and progreſſive State. 
Enlarging Views and growing Connec- 
tions require new Paſlions and new Ha- 
bits; and thus the Mind, by theſe con- 
tinually expanding and finding a progreſ- 


five Exerciſe, riſes to higher Improve- 
ments, and puſhes forward to Maturity 


and Perfection. — But on this we cannot 
nM: - BE 

In this beautiful Oeconomy Ha of 
and Harmony of our Struc- our Struc- 

ture, both outward and in- 5 and 

tate. 

at once diſcern the great Lines of our 
Duty traced out in the faireſt and bright- 


eſt Characters, and contemplate with Ad- 


miration a. more auguſt and marvellous 
Scene of Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
laid in the Human Breaſt, than we ſhall 
perhaps find in the whole Compaſs of 
Nature. What a Piece of 
„ Work is Man! How noble 
in Reaſon! How infinite in Faculties ! 


Reſult. 


A 


« In Form and Moving how expreſs and 
<« admirable! In Action how like an 


« Angel! In Apprehenſion how like a 


« God! The Beauty of the World! The 


Paragon of Animals!“ 
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In what From this Detail it appears, 
Oeconomy- that Man, by his Original 
= c Frame, is made for a tempe- 
rate, compaſſionate, benevolent, 
aclive, and progreſſive State. He is ſtrong- 
ly attrafiive of the Good, and repulſive of 
the Ils, which befall others as well as 
. himſelf. He feels the higheſt Approba- 
tion and Moral Complacence in thoſe Af— 
fections, and in thoſe Actions which im- 
mediately and directly reſpect the Good of 
others, and the higheſt Diſapprobation and 
Abhorrence of the contrary. Beſides theſe, 
he has many particular Perceptions or In- 
ſtindtis of Approbation, which though per- 
haps not of the ſame kind with the others, 
yet are accompanied with correſpondent 
Degrees of Affection, proportioned to 
their reſpective Tendencies to the Public 
Good. THRRETORR, by acting agreeably 
to theſe Principles, Man acts agreeably to 
his Structure, and fulfils the benevolent 
Intentions of its Author. But we call a 
Thing coop, when it anſwers its Eua; 
and a Creature 600D,: when he acts in a 
Conformity to his Conſtitution. Conſe- 
. quently, Man muſt be denominated coop 
or VIRTUOUS when he acts ſuitably to the 
8 EET 7 
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And where his VIR Tux lies, there alſo is 


his REecTITUDE, his Dioxirv, and PRR- 


FEC TION to be found. And this coin- 
cides with the Account of Virtue former- 


. ly given, but preſents it in another At- 
titude, or ſets it in a GAL ſomething dif- 


ferent, 


Principles and Deſtination of his Natu re. 
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OF 


Moral PyHiLosoPhyY NW 7 
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The principal Diftinftions of Duty or Virtue, 0 © 

|| E have now conſidered the Conſti 5 m 
11 | tution and Connections of Man, and .. l 
ö on theſe erected a general Syſtem of Dv- ny 
TY, or Morar OBLTIOGATIOxN, conſonant M . 1 

to Reajon, approved by his moſt ſacred i .. 5 

and intimate Senſe, ſuitable to his mine 4 © 

Condition, and confirmed by the Experi- Y 

TY _ corr 


( 97] 
?nce of Mankind. We have alſo traced 
the FINAL Causegs of his Moral Faculties 
and Affections to thoſe noble Purpoſes they 
anſwer both with regard to the ne and 
the public Syſte. a 
From this Induction it is Sera! Di. 
evident, that there is oe Or- wiſon of 
der or Claſs of Duties which P. 
Man owes to HIMSELF. Another to Socie- 
ty. And a third to Gon. 
The Duties he owes to HIM- 
SELF are founded chiefly on 
the DEFENSIVE and PRIVATE 
Paſſions, which prompt him to purſue 
whatever tends to . Good or 
Happineſs, and to avoid, or ward off 
whatever tends to private 17 or Miſery. 
Among the. various Goods which allure 
and ſolicit him, and the various Ills which 
attack or threaten him, To be intelli- 
* gent and accurate in ſelecting one, and 
* rejecting the other, or in preterring the 


1 


Duties 10 
one's ſelf, 


1. 


/Ir tut. 


3 
7 8. oft excellent Goods, and avoiding. the moſt 
D e terrible [its, when there is a Competition 
nam * among either, and to be diſcreet in uſing 
Gcred ! the beſt Means to attain the Goods and 
mix avoid the Ils, is what we call Pru- 
"xperi- * DENCE.” This, in our ih Frame, 
. 09 to Sagacity, or a Quicknejs of 
E Senſe 


179861 


Senſe in our culward. ——* To propor. Frie 
* tion our DEFENSIVE. Pa ons, to Our ne uo 
„ Dangers, we call FoRTITUDE ;” which Thi 
always implies © a juſt Mixture of calm Com 
„ Reſentment and Animoſity, and well. the 
governed Caution.” And this Firm. ſon. 
neſs of Mind anſwers to the Strength and the f 
* Muſcling of the Body. —— And “ duly to Fort 
« achuſt our PRIVATE Paſſi 70ns to our this; 
„ Wants, or to the reſpective Moment cum! 
© of the Good we affect or purſue, we the 
call TEMPERANCE ;” which does there- Sphe 
fore always imply, in this large Senſe of deno 
the Word, a juſt Balance or Command or C. 
of the Paſſions, and anſwers to the direc 
Health and ſound 7. nee of the WW ant 
Body. * | great 
| The ſion Claſs of Duties iſ necte 

5 2250 ariſes from the puzLic or so- II 
5 14/8 CIAL Affectious, the juſt Har- reſpec 
«© mony or Proportion of which to the alſo ft 
© Dangers and Wants of others, and to and tl 
„ the ſeveral Relations we bear, com- he ſu 
„ monly goes by the Name of Jus ric.“ MW favor 
This includes the Whole of our Duty to W 
Society, to its Parent, and the general Po- Set of 
ity of Nature ; N Gratitude, ¶ becay 
Firiend- Excel 


® Vid. Tam Locr. de Anima Mundi. 
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| alfo from the yusL1c Aﬀetions, 


„ 1 
Friendſhip, Sincerity, natural Affection, Be- 
nevolence, and the other ſocial Virtues- 
This being the nobleſt Temper and faireſt 
Complexion of the Soul, correſponds to 
the Beauty and fine Proportion of the Per- 
ſon.” The Virtues comprehended under 
the former Claſs, eſpecially Prudence and 
Fortitude, may likewiſe be transferred to 
this; and according to the various Cir- 
cumſtances in which they are placed, and 
the more confined or more extenſive 
Sphere in which they operate, may be 
denominated PRIVATE, OEconoMICAL, 
or Civit Prudence, Fortitude, &c. "Theſe 
direct our Conduct with regard to the 
Wants and Dangers of thoſe leſſer or 
greater Circles with which we are con- 


3 8 5 
The third Claſs of Duties | 
reſpects the Dz1Ty, and ariſes 27 


and the ſeveral glorious RELATIONS which 
he ſuſtains to us, as our Creator, Bane- 
factor, Law-giver, Fudge, &c. 
Wie choſe to conſider this . 
Set of Duties in the laſt place, 19 88 
becauſe, though prior in Dignity and 
Excellency, they ſeem to be /aft in Order 
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i 
of Time, as thinking it the moſt ſimple 
and eaſy Method to follow the gradual 
Progreſs of Nature, as it takes its Riſe 
from Individuals, and ſpreads through 
the /ocial. Syſtem, and ſtill aſcends up- 
_ wards, till at length it ſtretches to its all- 
mighty Parent and Head, and fo termi- 
nates in thoſe Duties which are highe/ 
and beſt. | + af 
8 The Duties reſulting from 
"theſe Relations, are Reverence, 
Gratitude, Love, Reſignation, Dependence, 
Obedience, Worſhip, Praiſe; which, ac- 
_ cording to the Model of our finite Capa- 
cities, muſt maintain ſome ſort of Pro- 
portion to the Grandeur and Perfection 
of the Object whom we venerate, love 
and obcy. © This PRoPORTION or Har- 
< MN, is expreſſed by the general 
C Name of PitTy or DEvoT1oNn,” which 
is always ſtronger or weaker, according 
to the greater or leſs apprehended Excel- 
lency of its Object. This ſublime Prin- 
ciple of Virtue, is the enlivening Soul 
which animates the moral Syſtem, and that 
Cement which binds and ſuſtains the 
other Duties which Man owes to himſelf 
and to Society. From hence, as will ap- 
hs Fo. pen 
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pear afterwards, they derive not only the 


firmeſt Support, but their higheſt Relief 


and Luſtre. 
„% the general. 
IS d Confſtitur f Dievifions of 
Temper and Conſtitution of (,,7;,,.." 
Virtue, and theſe are the prin- 


cipal Lines or Diviſions of Duty. To 


thoſe good Diſpoſitions, which reſpect the 
ſeveral Objects of our Duty, and to all 
Actions which flow from ſuch Diſpoſition, 
the Mind gives its Sanction or Teſtimony. 
And this Sanction or Judgment concern- 
ing the moral Quality, or the Goodneſs 
of Actions or Diſpoſitions, Moraliſts call 


ConsCIENCE. When it judges of an 


Action that is to be performed, it is called 


an antecedent Conſcience; and when it 


paſſes Sentence on an Action which is per- 
formed, it is called a ſubſequent 3 
Conſcience. The Tendency of jog ot 

an Action to produce Happi- 7a 


neſs, or its external Conformity to a Law, 


1s termed its material Good- 33 
neſs. But the good Diſpoſi- a 
tions from which an Action proceeds, or 


its Conformity to Law in every reſpect, 


conſtitutes its formal Good- 8 
neſs. o KB 


Some 
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1 Some Moraliſts of no mean 
Moral Figure, reckon it neceſſary to 
conſtitute the formal Goodneſs 
of an Action, that we reflect on the Ac- 
tion “ with Moral Complacency and Ap- 
*« probation. For mere Affection, or a 
e good Temper, Whether it reſpects others, 
or ourſelves, they call natural or in- 
« fti#7ive Goodneſs, of which the Brutes 
are equally capable with Man. But 
« when that Affection or Temper is 
viewed. with Approbation, and made 
* the Object of a new Affection, this, 
* they ſay, conſtitutes Mor ar Goop- 
« N ESS or VIRTUE, in the ſtrict Senſe of 
& the Word, and is the Characteriſtic of 
« MokAlL or RATIONAL Agents.” 
Whether 44 It muſt be acknowledged, 
probation is that Men may be partially 
neceſſary to 2 54 . 
compte the good, i. e. may indulge ſome 
Idea of Vir- kind Affections, and ſome kind 
my Actions, and yet may be vi- 
tious, or immoral on the Whole. Thus 
a Man may be affectionate to his Child, 
and injurious to his Neighbour ; or com- 
paſſionate to his Neighbour, and cruel to 
his Country; or zealous for his Country, 
yet inhuman to Mankind. It muſt K* 
| C 


 kuman Life. 
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be acknowledged, that to make every 


| Degree and Act of good Affection the fre- 


quent Object of our Attention. to reflect 
on theſe with Moral Approbation and De- 
light, to be convinced, on a full and im- 

artial Review, that Virtue is moſt ami- 
able in itſelf, and attended with the moſt 


| happy Conſequences, is ſometimes a great 
| Support to Virtue, in many Inſtances ne- 


ceſſary to complete the virtuous Character, 
and always of uſe to give Uniformity and 
Stability to virtuous Principles, eſpecially 
amidſt the numberleſs Trials to which 
they are expoſed in this mixed Scene of 
Yet how many of our Fel- 
low-Creatures do we eſteem and love, who 
perhaps never coolly reflected on the Beau- 
ty or fair Proportions of Virtue, or turned 
it into a Subject of their Moral Appro- 
bation and Complacency ! Philoſophers, 
or contemplative Men, may very laudably 


| amuſe themſelves with ſuch charming 


Theories, and often do contemplate every 
the minuteſt Trace of Virtue about them- 
ſelves, with a parental Fondneſs and Ad- 
miration, and by thoſe amiable Images, 
reflected from themſelves, they may per- 
haps be more confirmed in the Eſteem of 
whatever is honeſt and praiſe- worthy, 

N | E, 4.  How- 
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However, it is not generally among this 
recluſe Set of Men, that we expect to find 
the higheſt Flights of Virtue; but rather 
among Men of Action and Buſinets, who, 
through the Prevalence of a natural gocd 
Temper, or from generous Afﬀections to 
their Friends, their Country, and Mankind, 
are truly and tranſcendently good. W hat- 
ever that Quality 1s which we approve in 
any Action, and count worthy our Eſteem, 
and which excites an Eſteem and Love of 
the Agent, we call the Virtue, Merit, or for- 
mal Goodneſs of that Action. And if Actions, 
inveſted with ſuch a Quality, have the Aſ- 
cendant in a Character, we call that Cha- 
racter virtuous or good, Now it is certain 
that thoſe Qualities or Principles men- 
tioned above, eſpecially thoſe of the pub- 
lic and benevolent kind, how ſimple, how | 
inſtinctive ſoever, are viewed with Appro- 
bation and Love. The very Nature of 
that Principle we call Conſcience, which 

approves theſe benevolent Affections, and 

whatever is done through their Influence, 
intimates that Virtue or Merit is preſent in 

the Mid before Conſcience is exerciſed, 

ai d that its Office is only to obſerve it 

there, cr to applaud it. For if Virtue 1s 

ſomething that deſerves our Eſteem and 

8 . Love, 


L 405 3 
Love, then it muſt exiſt before Conſcience 
is exerted, or gives its Teſtimony. 7 here- 


| fore to ſay that the Teſtimony of Conſci- 


ence is neceſſary to the Being or Form of 
a virtuous Action, 1s, in plain Terms, to 
affirm, that Yirtue is not Virtue, till it is 


reflefted on and approved as Virtue. The 


g the 


proper Buſineſs of Reaſon, in forming 


virtuous Character, is to guide the ſeveral 


Aﬀections of the Mind to their ſeveral 
Objects, and to direct us to that Conduct 
or to thoſe Meaſures of Action, which are 


the moſt proper Means of acquiring them. 


| Thus, with reſpect to Benevolence, which 


is the Virtue of a Character, or a principal 


Ingredient of Merit, its proper Objett is. 
the public Good. The Buſineſsof Reaſon then 
is to inform us wherein con/its the greateſt 
public Good, what Conduct and which Acti- 
ons are the moſt effectual Means of promot- 
ing it. After all, the Motions of the Mind 
are ſo quick and imperceptible, and ſo 


complicated with each other, that perhaps 


ſeldom do any indulge the virtuous or good 
Affections without an approving Conſci- 
ouſneſs; and certainly the more that Vir- 
tue is contemplated with Admiration and 
Love, the more firm and inflexible will the 
Spectator be in his Attachment to it. 
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When the Mind is igno- 
rant or uncertain about the 
Moment of an Action, or its 
| Tendency to private or public Good, or 
when there are ſeveral Circuinſtances in 
the Caſe, ſome of which being doubtful, 
render the Mind dubious concerning the 
Morality of the Action, this is called a 
doubtful or ſcrupulous Conſcience z if it 
miſtakes concerning theſe, it is called an 
erroneous Conſcience. If the Error or A- 
norance is involuntary or invincible, the 
Action proceeding from that Error, or 
from that Ignorance, is reckoned innocent, 
or not imputable. If the Error or Igno- 
rance is ſupine or affected, i. e. the Effect 


Diviſions ex 


Conſcience. 


of Negligence, or of Affectation and wil- 


ful Inadvertence, the Conduct flowing 
from ſuch Error, or ſuck Ignorance, is 
criminal and imputable, Not to follow 


one's Conſcience, though erroneous and 


ill-informed,: is criminal, as it is the Guide 
of Life; and to countetact it, ſhews a 
depraved and incorrigible Spirit. Yet to 
follow an erroneous Conſcience is likewiſe 
criminal, if that Error which miſled the 
Conſcience was the Effect of Inattention, 
or of any criminal Paſſion 10 


If 


* Fid, Hutch, Mor. Ind. Lib, II. Cap. 3. 
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If it be aſked, © How an x;., Con- 
« erroneous Conſcience ſhall ſcience is 15 
« be rectified, ſince it is ſup- ” efified. 
„ poſed to be the only Guide of Life, 
« and Judge of Morals?” We anſwer, 
in the very ſame way that we would rectify 
Reaſon, it at any time it ſhould judge 
wrong, as is often does, viz. By giving it 


a 


A 


proper and ſufficient Materials for judg- 


ing right, i. e. by enquiring into the whole 
State of the Caſe, the Relations, Connec 

tions, and ſeveral Obligations of the Ac- 
tor, the Conſequences, and other Cir- 


cumſtances of the Action, or the Sur- 


pluſage of private or public Good which 


reſults, or is likely to reſult, from the 


Action or from the Omiſſion of it. If 
thoſe Circumſtances are fairly and fully 
ſtated, the Conſcience will be juſt and im- 
partial in its Deciſion. For by a neceſlary 
Law of our Nature, it approves, and is 


well affected to the Moral Form; and if it 


ſeems to approve of Vice or Immorality, it 


is always under the Notion or Maſk of 


ſome Virtue. So that ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
it is not Conſcience which errs; for its 
Sentence is always conformable to the 


view of the Caſe which lies before it; 


and 
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and is , upon the Suppoſition that the 
Caſe is truly ſuch as it is repreſented to 
it. All the Faulr is to be imputed to the 
Agent, who neglects to be better in- 
formed, or who, through Weakneſs or 
Wickedneſs, haſtens to paſs Sentence from 
an imperfect Evidence. Thus, he who 
perſecutes another for the Sake of Conſci- 


ence, or a Miſtake in religious Opinion, 


does not approve of Injuſtice, . or Cruelty, 
any more than his miſtaken Neighbour 
who ſuffers by it; but thinking the Se- 
verity he uſes conformable to the Divine 
Will, or ſalutary to the Patient, or at leaſt 
to the Society of the Faithful, whoſe Inte- 
reſt he reckons far preferable not only to 
the Intereſt of ſo ſmall a Part, but to all 
the vaſt Remainder of Mankind; and 
thinking withal, that Severity is the only 

Means of ſecuring that higheſt Intereſt, 
he paſſes a Sentence as juſt, and conſe- 
quential from thoſe Principles, as a Phy- 
ſician, who to ſave the whole Body, or- 


ders the Amputation of a gangrened Limb, 


thinking that the only Remedy. Per- 
haps, in the latter Caſe, an able Practitioner 
might have accompliſhed the Cure by a 
leſs dangerous Operation; and in the For- 


4 2 00s 


. 

mer, a better Caſuiſt, or a greater Maſter 
in ſpiritual Medicine, might have con- 
trived a Cure, full as ſure, and much 
more innocent. 5 
| Having now given the general Divi- 
. ſions of Duty or Virtue, which exhibit its 
different Faces and Attitudes, as it ſtands 
directed to its reſpective Objects, let us 


its moſt minute Features and Proportions, 


Lia. 


l * 
—œ—3— 
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Nature of Goop,. and the oh GOOD. 


VERY Creature, oy ine: 227 
Conſtitution of his Na- Gaal. * d 
ture, is determined to love him- 

ſelf, to purſue whatever tends to his Pre- 
ſervation and Happineſs, and to avoid 
whatever tends to his Hurt and Miſery, 
Being endued with Senſe and Perception, 
he muſt neceſſarily receive Pleaſure from 
| ſome Objects, and Pain from others. 


called 
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called good, and thoſe which give Pain, 


evil. To the former he feels that Attrac- 
tion or Motion we call Deſire, or Love: 


to the latter that Impulſe we call Aver- 
fon, or Hatred. To Objects which ſug- 
geſt neither Pleaſure nor Pain, and are 
apprehended of no Uſe to procure one, or 
ward off the other, we feel neither De/ire 
nor Averſion, and ſuch Objects are called 
indifferent. Thoſe Objects which do not 
of themſelves procure Pleaſure or Pain, 
but are the Means of procuring either, we 
call uſeful or noxious. Towards them we 


are affected in a ſubordinate manner, or 


with an indirect or reflective, rather than a 
direct and immediate Affection. All the 
original and particular Affections of our 


Nature, lead us out to, and ultimately 


reſt in, the firſt kind of Objects, viz. 
thoſe which give immediate Pleaſare, and 
which we therefore call good, directiy Jo. 
The calm Affection of Self-love alone is 
converſant about ſuch Objects as are only 
conſequentially good, or merely uſeful to 
ourſelves. 


1 But beſides thoſe Sorts of 
Moral God: Objects which we call good, 
merely and ſolely as they give Pleaſure, or 
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are Means of hopes. it, there is an 
higher and nobler Species of Good, to- 
wards which we feel that peculiar Mave- 
ment we call Approbation, or Moral Com- 


3 placency, and which we therefore denomi- 


nate Moral Good. Such are our Aﬀections, 
and the conſequent Actions to them. The 
Perception of this is, as has been already 
obſerved, quite diftin& in kind from the 
Perception | of the other Species; and 


though it may be connected with Plea- 
| fare or Advantage, by the benevolent Con- 
yet it conſtitutes a a 
| Good independent of that Pleaſure and 
that Advantage, and far ſuperior not in 
| Degree only, but in Dignity 
| The other, viz. the Natural Good, conſiſts 
in obtaining thoſe Pleaſures which are 
| adapted to the peculiar Senſes and Paſ- 


ſtitution of Nature, 


to both. 


ſions ſuſceptible of them, and is as va- 
rious as are thoſe Senſes and Paſſions. 


This, viz. the Moral Good, lies in the right 
Conduct of the ſeveral Senſes and Paſ- 


fions, or their juſt Proportion and Ac- 


| commodation to their reſpective Objects 


and Relations; and this is of a more ſim- 
ple * invariable kind, | 
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3 By our ſeveral Senſes we are 
Happineſs capable of a great Variety of 

pleaſing Senſations. Theſe con- 
ſtitute diſtinct Ends, or Objects ultimately 


purſuable for their own Sake. To theſe 
Ends, or ultimate Objects, correſpond 


peculiar Appetites or Affections, which 
prompt the Mind to purſue them. When 


| theſe are attained, there it reſts and looks 
no farther. Whatever therefore is pur- 


ſuable, not on its own Account, but as 
ſubſervient or neceſſary to the Attainment 
of ſomething elſe that is intrinſically va- 
luable or for its own Sake, be that Value 
ever ſo great, or ever ſo ſmall, we call a 


Mean, and not an End. So that Ends, 


and not Means, conſtitute the Materials, 
or the very Eſſence of our Happineſs. Con- 


ſequently Happineſs, i e. human Happi- 


neſs, cannot be one ſimple uniform Thing, 


in Creatures conſtituted as we are, with 


ſuch various Senſes of Pleaſure, or ſuch 
different Capacities of Enjoyment. Now 


the ſame Principle, or Law of our Na- 
ture, which determines us to purſue any 
one End, or Species of Good, prompts 
us to purſue every other End, or Species 


of Good, of which we are ſuſceptible, or 


tO 


curin 


( 3113] 
to which our Maker has adapted an ori- 
ginal Prapenſion. But amidſt the grea:. - 
| Multiplicity of Ends or Goods, which torm 
the various Ingredients of our Happineſs, 
we perceive an evident Gradation or Sub- 
E ordination, ſuited to that Gradation of 
y Senſes, Powers, and Paſſions, which prevails 
in our mixed and various Conſtitution, 
and to that aſcending Series of Connec- 
tions, which open upon us in the diffe- 
rent Stages of our progreſlive State. 
Thus the Goods of the Bo- 

ty, or of the external Senſes, - OY 
ſeem to hold the loweſt Rank 

in this Gradation or Scale of Goods. Theſe 
we have in common with the Brutes; and 
tho many Men are brutiſh enough to pur- 
ſue the Goods of the Body with a more 
than brutal Fury; yet when at any time 
they come in Competition with Goods of 
an higher Order, the unanimous Verdict 
of Mankind, by giving the laſt the Prefe- 
rence, comdlertria the firſt to the meaneſt 
Place. Goods conſiſting in exterior ſo- 
cial Connections, as Fame, Fortune, Power, 
Civil Authority, ſeen to ſucceed next, and 
are Chiefly valuable as the Means of pro- 
curing natural ar moral Good, but princi- 


pally | 
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Goods of the 22 
are {till ſuperior, as Taſte, Knowledge, Me- 


pally the latter. 


mory, udgment, &c. The higheſt are mo- 
ral Goods of che Mind, directly and ul- 
timately regarding ourſelves, as Command 
of the Appetites and Paſſions, Prudence, 
Fortitude, Benevolence, &c. Theſe are the 
great Objects of our Purſuit, and the 
Principal Ingredients of our Happineſs. 
Let us conſider each of them, as they riſe 
_ one above the other in this natural Series 
or Scale, and touch briefly on our Obliga- 
tions to purſue them. 
The Brevity of this Work will not per- 
mit us minutely to weigh the real or com- 
Parative Moment of the different kinds of 
Goods, which offer themſelves to the 
Mind, or to ſcrutinize the particular Plea- 
ſures of which we are ſuſceptible, either 
as to 1. ntenſeneſs or Duration, and the En- 
Joyment of which depends on Accidents 
rather than our Attention and Induſtry. 
We ſhall therefore confine ourſelves to the 
Conſideration of ſuch Goods as lie pro- 
perly within our own Sphere, and being 
the Objects of our Attention and Care, 
fall within the Verge of Duty. 
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F 
Thoſe of the Body are Ne 
& Health, Strength, Heility, Har. "wy Wm 
8 dineſs, and Patience of Change, 

2 Neatneſs, and Decency. 
Good Health, and a regular (jus; 
eaſy Flow of Spirits, are in 

| themſelves ſweet natural Enjoyments, a 
great Fund of Pleaſure, and indeed the 
| proper Seaſoning which gives a Flavour 
and Poignancy to every other Pleaſure. 
The Want of Health unfits us for moit 
| Duties of Life, and is eſpecially an Ene- 


my to the ſocial and human Affections, 


as it generally renders the unhappy Sut- 
terer peeviſh and ſullen, diſguſted at the 
Allotments of Providence, and conſe- 
quently apt to entertain ſuſpicious and 
gloomy Sentiments of its Author. It ob- 
ſtructs the free Exerciſe and full Improve- 
ment of our Reaſon, makes us a Burthen 
to our Friends, and uſeleſs to Society. 
Whereas the uninterrupted Enjoyment of 
good Health, is a conſtant Source of 


good Humour, and good Humour is a 


great Friend to Openneſs and Benignity 
of Heart, enables us to encounter the va- 
rious Ills and Diſappointments of Life 


with more Courage, or to ſuſtain them 
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with more Patience; and, in ſhort, con- 
duces much, if we are otherwiſe duly qua- 
lified; to our acting our Part, in every 
Exigency of Life, with more Firmneſs, 
Conliſtency, and Dignity. Therefore, it 
Imports us much to preſerve and improve 
an Habit or Enjoyment, without which 
every other external Entertainment is taſte- 
leſs, and moſt other Advantages of little 

Avail. And this is beſt done 
by a ſtrict Temperance in 
Diet and Regimen, by regu- 
lar Exerciſe, and by keeping the Mind 
| ſerene and unruffled by violent Paſſions, 
and unſubdued by intenſe and conſtant 
Labours, which greatly impair and gra- 


Heav pre- 
ſerved. 


dually deſtroy, the ſtrongeſt Conſtitu- 


tions, | 

Strength, Agility, Hardineſs, 
and Patience of Change, ſuppoſe 
Health, and are unattainable 
without it; but they imply ſomething 
more, and are neceſſary to guard it, to 
give us the perfect Uſe of Life and Limbs, 
and to ſecure us againſt many otherwiſe 
unavoidable Ills. The Exerciſe of the 


Strength, A- 
gility, &c. 
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| chiefly obtained by moderate 4% 
and regular Exerciſe. 


or fo exempted from Buſineſs 


7 1 


| and Agility of Body; perſonal Dangers, 
private and public Dangers, the Demands 


of our Friends, our F amilies,and Country, 


require them; they are neceſſary in War, 
and ornamental in Peace; fit for the Em- 
ployments of a Country and a Town Life, 
and they exalt the Entertainments and 


Diverſions of both. They are ö 
How attain- 


Few are ſo much raiſed 


5 
above Want and Dependence, Change. of 


Change. 

and Care, as not to be often expoſed to 
Inequalities and Changes of Diet, Exer- 
ciſe, Air, Climate, and other Irregulari- 
ties. Now what can be ſo effectual to 
ſecure one againſt the Miſchiefs ariſing 
from ſuch unavoidable Alterations, as 
Hardineſs and a certain Verſatility of Con- 


| ſtitution, which can bear extraordinary 


Labours, and ſubmit to great Changes, 


without any ſenſible Uneaſineſs or bad 


Conſequences. This is beſt at- | 
How attains 
tained, not by an over-great 4. 
Delicacy and minute Atten- 
tion to Forms, or by an invariable Regu- 


larity in Diet, Hours, and Way of Liv- 


ing, 
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ing, but rather by a bold and diſcreet La. 
titude of Regimen. Beſides, Deviations 
from eſtabliſhed Rules and Forms of Liv. 
ing, if kept within the Bounds of Sobriety 


and Reaſon, are friendly to Thought and 


original Sentiment, animate the dull Scene 
of ordinary Life and Buſineſs, and agree- 
ably ſtir the Paſſions, which ſtagnate or 

- breed ill Humour in the Calms of Life. 
Neatneſs, Cleanlineſs, and De- 
cency, to which we may add 
' Dignity of Countenance, and 
Demeanour, ſeem to have ſomething re- 
fined and moral in them. At leaſt we 
generally eſteem them Indications of an 
orderly, genteel, and well-governed Mind, 
conſcious of inward Worth, or the Re- 
ſpect due to one's Nature, Whereas 
Ne aftineſs, Slovenlineſs, Aukwardneſs, and 
Indecency, are ſhrewd Symptoms of ſume- 
thing mean, careleſs, and deficient, and 
betray a Mind untaught, illiberal, uncon- 
ſcious of what is due to one's ſelf or to 
others. How much Cleanlineſs conduces 
-to Health needs hardly be mentioned; 
and how neceſſary it is to maintain one's 
Character and Rank in Life, and to ren- 
der us agreeable to others as well as to 
our- 


Neatneſs, 
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ourſelves, is as evident. There are 
certain Motions, Airs and Geſtures, which 


become the human Countenance and 


| Form, in which we perceive a Comelineſs, 
Openneſs, Simplicity, Gracefulneſs; and there 
are others, which, to our Senſe of Deco- 
rum, appear - uncomely, affected, diſinge- 
nous, and aukward, quite unſuitable to 
the native Dignity of our Face and Form. 
The fr/# are in themſelves the moſt eaſy, 
natural, and commodious, give one Bold- 
neſs and Preſence of Mind, a modeſt Aſ- 


ſurance, an Addreſs both awful and al- 


luring, they beſpeak Candour and. Great- 
neſs of Mind, raiſe the moſt agreeable 
Prejudices in one's Favour, render Society 
engaging, command Reſpect, and often 
Love, and give Weight and Authority 
both in Converſation and Buſineſs; in 
fine, they are the Colouring of Virtue, 
which ſhews it to the greateſt Advantage 
in whomſoever it is; and not only. imi- 


tate, but in ſome meaſure ſupply it where 


it is wanting. Whereas the laſt, viz. 


Rudeneſs, Afﬀettation, Indecorum, and the 
like, have all the contrary Effects; they 
are burthenſome to one's ſelf, a Diſhonour 


to our Nature, and a Nuſance in Society. 


The 
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1 The former Qualities or Good 
„rare beſt attained by a liberal 
Education, by preſerving a juſt 
Senſe of the Dignity of our Nature, by 
keeping the beſt and politeſt Company, 
but above all, by acquiring thoſe virtuous 
and ennobling Habits of Mind, which are 
Decency in Perfection, which will give 
an Air of unaffected Grandeur, and ſpread 
a Luſtre truly engaging over the whole 
'Form and Deportment. 
Goods of ex. We are next to conſider 
terior ſocial thoſe Goods which conſiſt in 
Connections. exterior ſocial Connections, as 
Fame, Fortune, Civil Authority, Power. 
: 1 The firſt has a twofold Af: 
Lane. pect, as a Good, pleaſant in 
itſelf, or gratifying to an original Paſſion, 
and then as expedient or uſetul towards a 
_ farther End. Honour from the Wile and 
Good, on Account of a virtuous Conduct, 
is regaling to a good Man; for then his 
Heart re- echoes to the grateful Sound. 
There are few quite indifferent, even to 
the Commendation of the Vulgar. Tho 
we cannot approve that Conduct which 
proceeds entirely from this Principle, and 
not from good Affection or Love of the 
9 on- 


£441 J. 
Conduct itſelf, yet as it is often a Guard 
and additional Motive to Virtue in Crea- 
tures, imperfect as we are, and often di- 
ſtracted by interfering Paſſions, it might 
be dangerous to ſuppreſs it altogether, 
however wiſe it may be to reſtrain it with- 
in due Bounds, and however. laudable to 
ule it only as a Scaffolding to our Virtue, 
which may be taken down when that glo- 
rious Structure is finiſhed, but hardly till 
then. To purſue Fame for itſelf, is inno- 
cent , to regard it only as an Auxiliary to 
Virtue, is noble; to ſeek it chiefly as an 
Engine of public Uſefulneſs, is ſtill more 
noble, and highly praiſe-worthy. For tho? - 
the Opinion and Breath of Men are tran- 
ſparent and fading Things, often obtained 
without Merit, and loſt without Cauſe ; 
yet, as our Buſineſs is with Men, and as 
our Capacity of ſerving them is generally 


increaſed in proportion to their Eſteem of 


us, therefore ſound and well-eſtabliſhed 
moral Applauſe may, and will be mo- 
deftly, not oftentatiouſly ſought after by 
the Good; not indeed as a ſolitary refined 
Sort of Luxury, but as a public and pro- 
per Inſtrument to ſerve and bleſs Man- 
kind. At the ſame time they will learn 
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' to deſpiſe that Reputation which is found- 


ed on Rank, Fortune, and any other Cir- 
cumſtances or Accompliſhments that are 
foreign to real Merit, or to uſeful Services 
done to others, and think that Praiſe of 
little avail which is purchaſed without De- 
ſert, and beſtowed without Judgment. 


Fortune, Power, and Civil! 


Aims: | 


Power, xc. Authority, or whatever is called 


Influence and Weight among 
| Mankind, are Goods of the ſecond Divi- 
ſion, that i is, valuable or purſuable only 
as they are u/eful, or as Means to a farther 
End, viz. the procuring or preſerving the 
immediate Objects of Enjoyment or Hap- 
pineſs to ourſelves or others. Therefore 
to love {ſuch Goods on their own Account, 
and to purſue them as Ends, not the Means 
of Enjoyment, muſt be highly prepoſterous 
and abſurd. There can be no Meaſure, no 
Limit to ſuch Purſuit; all muſt be Whim, 
Caprice, Extravagance. Accordingly ſuch 
Appetites, unlike all the natural ones, are 
increaſed by Poſſeſſion, and whetted by 
Enjoyment. They are always precarious, 


and never without F fears, becauſe the Ob- 


ject lies without one's ſelf ; they are ſeldom 


without Sorrow and Vexation, becauſe no 
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Acceſſion of Wealth or Power can ſatisfy 
them. But if thoſe Goods are conſidered on- 


ly as the Materials or Means of private or 


public Happineſs, then the ſame Obligati- 
ons which bind us to purſue the latter,bind 
us likewiſe to purſue the for- , 

| | ow far 
mer. We may, and no doubt purſuable. 
we ought, to ſeek ſuch a Mea- 
ſure of Wealth as is neceſſary to ſupply all 
our real Wants, to raiſe us above ſervile 
Dependence, and to provide us with ſuch 
Conveniencies as are ſuited: to our Rank 


and Condition in Life. To be regardleſs 


of this Meaſure of Wealth, is to expoſe 
ourſelves to all the Temptations of Pover- 
ty and Corruption, to forfeit our natural 
Independency and Freedom, to degrade, 

and conſequently to render the Rank we 
hold, and the Character we ſuſtain in So- 
ciety, uſeleſs, if not contemptible. When 
theſe important Ends are ſecured, we 


ought not to murmur or repine that we 


poſſeſs no more; yet we are not ſecluded 
by any Obligation, moral or divine, from 
ſeeking more, in order to give us that 
happieſt and moſt god-like of all Powers, 
the Power of doing Good. A ſupine Indo- 
lence in this reſpect is both abſurd and 

: F 2 criminal; 
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criminal; abſurd, as it robs us of an in- 
exhauſted Fund of the moſt refined and 
durable Enjoyments; and criminal, as it 
renders us ſo far uſeleſs to the Society to 
7 to which we belong. That 
varice. « Purſuit of Wealth which 
goes beyond the former End, viz. the 


« veniencies of Life, as, in the Eſfima- 
“ tion of Reaſon, not of Vanity or Paſ- 
„ fion, are ſuited to our Rank and Con- 
dition, and yet is not directed to the 
<« latter, vig. the doing Good, is what we 
„ call Avarics.”. And e that Purſuit 
« of Power, which, after ſe- 
* curing one's ſelf, i. e. at- 
<« tained the proper Independence and Li- 
6 berty of a rational ſocial Creature, is 
«© not directed to the Good of others, is 
„what we call Ambition, or the Luſt of 
« Power.” To what Extent the ſtrict 
Meaſures of Virtue will allow us to pur- 
ſue either Wealth, or Power, and Civil 
Authority, is not perhaps poſſible pre- 
ciſely to determine. That muſt be left 
to Prudence, and the peculiar Character, 
Condition, and other Circumſtances of each 
Man. Only thus far a Limit may be let, 
that 


Ambition. 


obtaining the Neceſſaries, or ſuch Con- 
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that the Purſuit of either muſt encroach 


upon no other Duty or Obligation which 


we owe to ourſelves, to Society, or to its 


Parent and Head. The ſame Reaſoning 


1s to be applied to Power as to Wealth. 
It is only valuable as an Inſtrument of our 


own Security, and of the free Enjoyment 


of thoſe original Goods it may, and often 


does, adminiſter to us, and as an Engine of 


more extenſive Happineſs to our Friends, 
our Country, and Mankind. In this De- 


gee it may, and unleſs a greater Good 
rbids 1 It, ought to be ſought after; and 
when it is either offered to us, or may be 
obtained, conſiſtently with a good Con- 


ſcience, it would be criminal to decline it, 


and a ſelfiſn Indolence to neglect che ne- 
ceſſary Means of acquiring it. 


Now the beſt, and indeed 


How Fame 


the only Way to obtain a ſolid and Power 
and laſting Fame, is an uni- L 
form inflexible Courſe of Vir- 


ed. 


tue, the employing one's Ability and 


Wealth in ſupplying the Wants, and uſing 


one's Power in promoting or ſecuring the 


Happineſs, the Rights and Liberties of 


Mankind, joined to an univerſal Affabi- 


lity and Paliteneſs of Manners., And ſure- 


F 3 ly 


i.) FEE 
ly one will not miſtake the Matter much, 
who thinks the ſame Courſe conducive to 
the acquiring greater Acceſſions both of 
Wealth and Power; eſpecially if he adds 
to thoſe Qualifications a vigorous Indu- 
ſtry, a conſtant Attention to the Charac- 
ters and Wants of Men, to the Conjunc- 
tures of Times, and continually varying 
Genius of Affairs, and a ſteddy intrepid 


Honeſty, that will neither yield to the 


Allurements, nor be over-awed with the 
Terrors of that corrupt and corrupting 
Scene in which we live. We have ſome- 


times heard indeed of other Ways and 
Means, as Fraud, Diffimulation, Servi- 


lity, and Proſtitution, and the like ig- 
noble Arts, by which the Men of the 
World (as they are called, ſhrewd Poli- 


ticians, and Men of Addreſs!) amaſs 


Wealth, and procure Power: but as we 


want rather to form a Man of Virtue, an 


honeſt, contented, happy Man, we leave 
to the Men of the World their own Ways, 
and permit them, unenvied, and unimitat- 
ed by us, to reap the Fruit of their Doings. 


„„ The next Species of Ob- 
A n jects in the Scale of Good, are 


the Goods of the Intelle#, as 


1 
Knowledge, Memory, Judgment, Taſte, Sa- 


= gacity, Docility, and whatever elſe we call 


intellectual Virtues. Let us conſider them 
a little, and the Means as well as Obliga- 
tions to improve them. 

As Man 1s a rational Crea- 
ture, capable of knowing the 
Differences of Things and Ac- 
tions;—as he not only ſees and feels what 
is preſent, but remembers what is paſt, 
and often foreſees what is future; —as he 


Their MM9- 
Ment. 


advances, from ſmall Beginnings, by flow 
Degrees, and with much Labour and 
Difficulty, to Knowledge and Experience: 


—as his Opinions ſway his Paſſions, —as 
Paſſions influence his Conduct, —and as 
his Conduct draws Conſequences after it, 


which extend, not only to the preſent, 


but to the future Time, and therefore is 
the principal Source of his Happineſs or 
Miſery, it is evident, that he is formed 
for intellectual Improvements, and that 


it muſt be of the utmoſt Conſequence for 


him to improve and cultivate his intel- 
lectual Powers, on which thoſe Opini- 
ons, thoſe Paſſions, and that Conduct de- 
pend. ®- :.-- $ 


Vid Philof. Sinic. Confuc. Lib, I. & 3, 4, &c. 
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The pa. But beſides the future Con- 
fures they ſequences and Moment of im- 
PTY proving our intellectual Powers, 
their immediate Exerciſe on their proper 
Objects yields the moſt rational and re- 
fined Pleaſures. Knowledge and a right 
Krooutete, Taſte in the Arts of Imitation 
and Tafle, and Defign, as Poetry, Paint. 
ing, Sculpture, Mufic, Architec- 
ture, afford not only an innocent, but a 
moſt ſenſible and ſublime Entertainment. 
By theſe the Underſtanding is inſtructed 
in ancient and modern Life, the Hiſtory 
of Men and Things, the Energies and 
Effects of the Paſſions, the Conſequences 
of Virtue and Vice; by theſe the Imagi- 
nation is at once entertained and nou- 
riſhed with the Beauties of Nature and 
Art, lighted up and ſpread out with the 
Novelty, Grandeur, and Harmony of the 
Univerſe; and in fine, the Paſſions are 
agreeably rouzed, and ſuitably engaged 
with the greateſt and moſt intereſting Ob- 
jects chat can fill the human Mind. He 
who has a Taſte formed to theſe ingenious 
Delights, and Plenty of Materials to gra- 
tify it, can never want the moſt agreeable 
N Exerciſe and Entertainment, nor Ys 

ave 
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have reaſon to make that faſhionable 
Complaint of the Tediouſneſs of Time. 
Nor can he want a proper Subject for the 
Diſcipline and Improvement of his Heart. 
For being daily converſant with Beauty, 
Order, and Dęſign, in inferior Subjects, he 
bids fair for growing, in due Time, an 
Admirer of what is fair and well-propor- 
tioned in the Conduct of Life, and the 
Order of Society, which is only Order and 
Defign exerted in their higheſt Subjects. 
He will learn to transfer the Numbers of 
Poetry to the Harmony of the Mind, and 
of well-governed Paſſions; and from ad- 


miring the Virtues of others in moral 


Paintings, come to approve and imitate 
them himſelf. Therefore to cultivate a true 
and corre Taſte, muſt be both our Inte- 
reft and our Duty, when the Circumſtances 
of our Station give Leiſure and Opportu- 
nity for it, and when the doing it is not 
inconſiſtent with our higher Obligations 
or Engagements to Society and Man- 
aao if 
It 1s beſt attained by reading 1 
the beſt Books, where gol, re... 
denſe has more the Aſcendant | 
than Learning, and which retain more to 
F 5. Practice 
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Practice than to Speculation; by ſtudying 
the beſt Models, i. e. thoſe which profeſs 
to imitate Nature moſt, and approach the 
neareſt to it, and by converſing with Men 
of the moſt refined Taſte, and the great: 
B WL,» 
Moment of As to the other intellectual 
intellectual Goods, what a Fund of En- 
"Goods. tertainment mult it be to inve- 
ſtigate the Truth and various Relations of 
Things, to trace the Operations of Na- 
ture to general Laws, to explain by theſe 
its manifold Phænomena, to underſtand 
that Order by which the Univerſe is up- 
held, and that Oeconomy by which it is 
governed; to be acquainted with the hu- 
man Mind, the Connections, Subordina- 
tions, and Uſes of its Powers, and to mark 
their Energy in Life! How agreeable to 
the ingenious Enquirer, to obſerve the 
manifold Relations and Combinations of 
individual Minds in Society, to diſcern 
the Cauſes why they flouriſh or decay, 
and from thence to aſcend, through the 
vaſt Scale of Beings, to that general Mind 
which preſides over all, and operates un- 
ſeen in every Syſtem, and in every Age, 
rhrough the whole Compaſs and "oe 
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ſion of Nature! Devoted to ſuch Enter- 


tainments as theſe, the Contemplative have 


abandoned every other Pleaſure, retired 
from the Body, ſo to ſpeak, and ſeque- 


ſter d themſelves from ſocial Intercourſe ; 


for theſe the Buſy have often preferred to 
the Hurry and Din of Life, the calm 
Retreats of Contemplation; for theſe, 
when once they come to taſte them, even 
the Gay and Yoluptuous have thrown up the 
lawleſs Purſuits of Senſe and Appetite, 
and acknowledged: theſe mental Enjoy- 


ments to be the moſt refined, and indeed 
the only Luxury. Beſides, by a juſt and 


large Knowledge of Nature, we recognize 


the Perfections of its Author; and thus 


Piety, and all thoſe pious Affections which 
depend on juſt Sentiments of his Charac- 
ter, are awakened and confirmed; and a 


thouſand ſuperſtitious Fears, that ariſe 


from partial Views of his Nature and 
Works, will of courſe be excluded. An 
extenſive Proſpect of human Life, and of 
the Periods and Revolutions of human 
Things, will conduce much to the giving 


a certain Greatneſs of Mind, and a noble 


Contempt of thoſe little Competitions 
about Power, Honour, and Wealth, which 
diſturb 
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at 2 and divide the Bulk of Mankind; 


and to promote a calm Indurance of thoſe 
Inconveniencies and Ills that are the com- 


mon Appendages of Humanity. Add to 


all, that a juſt Knowledge of human Na- 
ture, and of thoſe Hinges upon which the 


Buſineſs and Fortunes of Men turn, will 
prevent our thinking either too highly, or 


too meanly of our Fellow-Creatures, give 


no ſmall Scope to the Exerciſe of Friend- 


_1hip, Confidence, and Good-will, and, 


at the ſame time, brace the Mind with a 


proper Caution and Diſtruſt, thoſe Nerves 
of Prudence, and give a greater Maſtery 
in the Conduct of private as well as pub- 
lic Life. Therefore, by cultivating our 


Intellectual Abilities, we ſhall beſt pro- 


mote and ſecure our Intereſt, and be qua- 


lified for acting our Part in Society with 
more Honour to ourſelves, as well as Ad- 


vantage to Mankind, Conſequently to 


improve them to the utmoſt of our Power 


is our Duty; they are Talents committed 


to us by the Almighty Head of Society, 


and we are accountable to him for the uſe 


of them. But be it remembered withal, 


that how engaging ſoever the Muſes and 


Graces are, they are chiefly valuable, as 
they 


Ss 23. 
they are Handmaids to uſher in and ſet 
off the Moral Virtues, from whoſe Service 
. if they are ever divorced, they become 
Retainers to the meaner Paſſions, Panders 
to Vice, and convert Men (if we may uſe 
the Expreſſion) into a refined Sort of Sa- 
vages. 

The Intellectual Virtuve are 1 
beſt improved by accurate and x 
impartial Obſervation, exten- 
ſive Reading, and unconfined Converſe 
with Men of all Characters, eſpecially with 
Thoſe who, to private Study, have Foined 
the wideſt Acquaintance with the World, 
and greateſt Practice in Affairs; but above 
all, by being much in the World, and 
having large Dealings with Mankind. 
Such Opportunities contribute much to 
diveſt one of Prejudices and a ſervile At- 
tachment to crude Syſtems, to open one's 
Views, and to give that Experience on 
which the moſt ufeful, becauſe the moſt 
practical Knowledge is built, and from 
which the ſureſt Maxims for the Conduct 
of Life are deduced. 

The higheſt Goods which | 
enter inter into the Compoſi- gy. 
tion of Human Happineſs are 
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Moral Goods of the Mind, directly and 
ultimately regarding ourſelves : as Com- 
mand of the Appetites and Paſſions, Prudence 
and Caution, Magnanimity, Fortitude, Hu- 
mility, Love of Virtue, Love of God, Reſig- 
nation, and the like. Theſe ſublime Goods 
are Goods by way of Eminence, Goods 
recommended and enforced by the mot 
intimate and awful Senſe and Conſciouſ- 
neſs of our Nature; Goods that conſti- 
tute the „ the very Temper 

of Happineſs, that Form and Complexion 
of Soul which renders us approveable and 
lovely in the Sight of God; Goods, in 
fine, which are the Elements of all our 
future Perfection and Felicity. 
5 — %. have conſidered depend partly 


on ourſelves, and partly on 


Accidents which we can neither foreſee 


nor prevent, and reſult from Cauſes which 
We cannot influence or alter. They are 


ſuch Goods as we may poſleſs to-day and 
loſe to-morrow, and which require a Fe- 
licity of Conſtitution, and Talents to at- 
tain them in full Vigour and Perfection, 


and a Felicity of Conjunctures to ſecure 


the Poſſeſſion of them. Therefore did 
x: 8 our 


M,oſt of the other Goods we 
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our Happineſs depend altogether or chiefly 
on ſuch tranſitory and precarious Poſſeſ- 


ſions, it were itſelf moſt precarious, and 


the higheſt Folly to be anxious about ir. 


But though Creatures, conſtituted as 


we are, cannot be indifferent about ſuch 
Goods, and muſt ſuffer in ſome degree, 
and conſequently have our Happineſs in- 


complete without them, yet they weigh 


but little in the Scale, when compared 
with Moral Goods. By the benevolent 
Conſtitution of our Nature theſe are placed 
within the Sphere of our Activity, fo that 


no Man can be deſtitute of them unleſs he 
is firſt wanting to himſelf. Some of the 
wiſeſt and beſt of Mankind have wanted 


moſt of the former Goods, and all the ex- 
ternal kind, and felt moſt of the oppo- 
ſite Ills, ſuch at leaſt as ariſe from with- 
out; yet by poſſeſſing the latter, viz. the 
Moral Goods, have declared they were 
happy, and to the Conviction of the moſt 
impartial Obſervers have appeared happy. 


The worſt of Men have been ſurrounded 


with every outward Good and Advantage 
of Fortune, and have poſſeſſed great Parts; 
yet, for want of Moral Rectitude, have 
been, and have confeſſed themſelves, no- 
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toriouſly and exquiſitely miſerable. The 
Exerciſe of Virtue has ſupported its Vota- 
ries, and made them exult in the midſt of 


Tortures almoſt intolerable; nay, how 
often has ſome falſe Form or Shadow of 


it fuſtained even the greateſt Villains 


and Bigots under the ſame Preſſures ! But 


no external Goods, no Goods of Fortune 


have been able to alleviate the Agonies, 


or expel the Fears of a guilty Mind, con- 
ſcious of the deſerved Hatred and Re- 


proach of Mankind, and the juſt Diſplea- 


ſure of Almighty God. The other Senſes 


and Capacities of Enjoyment are gratified 
when they obtain their reſpective Objects, 


and the Happineſs of the correſponding 
Paſſions depends on their Succeſs in their 


ſeveral Purſuits. Thus the Love of Ho- 


nour, of Pleaſure, of Power, and the like, 
are ſatisfied only when they obtain the 


deſired Honour, Pleaſure, or Power: 


when they fail of attaining theſe, they are 


diſappointed, and Diſappointment gives 


Diſguſt. But Moral Good is of fo ſingu- 


lar and ſublime a n that when the 


Mind 


* 4; Ravilliac, who aſſaſſinated A the Fourth if 


France; and Balthafar Geraerd, who murdered 9 


liam the 188 Prince of Grange. 
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Mind is in purſuit of it, though i it ſhould 


prove unſucceſsful in its Aims, it can 


reſt in the Conduct without repining, with- 
out being dejected at the ill Succeſs; nay, 
the Pleaſure attending the Conſciouſneſs 
of upright Aims and generous Efforts 
abſorbs the Diſappointment, and makes 


inferior Ends diſappear as of no amount 


in the great Aggregate or Surpluſage of 


Good that remains. So that though Hu- 


man Happineſs, in the preſent State, 
conſiſts of many ſeparate and little Ri- 


vulets, which muſt often be left dry in the 
perpetual Flux and Reflux of Human 


Things, yet the main Stream, with which 
thoſe leſſer ones do generally communi- 
cate, flows from within, from the Heart 
of Man, and, if this be ſound and clear, 
rolls on through Life with a ſtrong and 
equal Current. Yet as many fmall Ar- 
ticles make up a Na, large Sum, and 
as thoſe inferior Goods which enter into 


the Account, Talib, Fame, Fortune, and 
the like, are often, even after our utmoſt 
Care, unattainable, or at leaſt precarious, 


it is evidently of the utmoſt Conſequence 


to be prepared againſt the Want or Loſs 
of * * ang our Deſires mode- 


rate, 
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5 L388. 
rate, and our Paſſions under due Com- 
mand. And let it be remembered, that it 
is not only of great Importance to our 


Eaſe and Security againſt Ill, but one of 


the higheſt Improvements of Virtue, to 
contemn thoſe Things, the Contempt of 
which is truly great and heroic, and to 

place our Happineſs chiefly in thoſe vir- 
tuous Exerciſes and Affections which ariſe 
from a pure and well-diſpoſed Mind; an 
_ Happineſs which no Condition of Life can 
exclude, no Change of Fortune interrupt 
or deſtroy. This will arm and fortify the 
Mind againſt the Want of thoſe inferior 

Goods, and againſt thoſe Pains which re- 
ſult to the Generality of Mankind from 
the contrary Evils. 9 


The mixed As the preſent Condition of 

Condition of Human Life is wonderfully 

_ ao chequered with Good and Ill, 
ticular Fir. and as no Height of Station, 


Tues, no Affluence of Fortune, can 
abſolutely inſure the Good, or ſecure 


_ againſt the Ill, it is evident that a great 
Part of the Comfort and Serenity of Life 
mult lie in having our Minds duly affected 
with regard to both, i. e. rightly attem- 
pered to the Loſs of one and the Suffe- 
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rance of the other. For it is certain that 
outward Calamities derive their chief Ma- 

lignity and Preſſure from the inward Diſ- 
poſitions with which we receive them. 
By managing theſe right, we may greatly 


abate that Malignity and Preſſure, and 


conſequently diminiſh the Number, and 


weaken the Moment of the Ills of Life, if 


we ſhould not have it in our Power to 
obtain a large Share of its Goods. There 


are particularly three Virtues which go to 


the forming this right Temper towards 
Ill, and which are of ſingular Efficacy, if 
not totally to remove, yet wonderfully to 
alleviate the Calamities of Life. Theſe 
are Fortitude, or Patience, Humility, and 
Refignation. Let us conſider them a little, 
and the Effects they produce. 
Fortitude is that calm and 8 
ſteddy Habit of Mind, which . 


either moderates our Fears, and enables 


us bravely to encounter the Proſpect of 


Ill, or renders the Mind ſerene and invin- 
cible under its immediate Preſſure. It 


lies equally diſtant from Raſhneſs and 


Cowardice, and though it does not hinder 


us from feeling, yet prevents our com- 
plaining or ſhrinking under the Stroke. 
5 : 


ll 
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It always includes a generous Contempt 
of, or at leaſt a noble Superiority to, thoſe 
precarious Goods of which we can inſure 
neither the Poſſeſſion nor Continuance, 
The Man therefore who poſſeſſes this Vir- 
tue in this ample Senſe of it, ſtands upon 
an Eminence, and ſees human Things 
below him; the Tempeſt indeed may reach 
him, but he ſtands ſecure and collected 
againſt it upon the Baſis, of conſcious Vir- 

tue, which the ſevereſt Storms can ſeldom 
| ſhake, and never overthrow. 


Humility is another Virtue 
of high Rank and Dignity, 
though often miſtaken by proud Mortals 
for Meanneſs and Puſillanimity. It is op- 
poſed to Pride, which commonly includes 
in it a falſe or over- rated Eſtimation of 
our own Merit, an Aſcription of it to our- 
ſelves as its only and original Cauſe, an 
undue Compariſon of ourſelves with 
others, and, in conſequence of that ſup- 
poſed Superiority, an arrogant Preference 
of ourſelves, and a ſupercilious Contempt 
of them. Humility, on the other hand, 
ſeems to denote that modeſt and inge- 
nuous Temper of Mind, which ariſes from 
a uſt and equal Eſtimate of our own Ad- 

| 7 vantages 


Humility. 


vantage 


and fre 


ginally 
Its ord 
gentle 
ing Hi 
fection 
indeed. 
proper 
the be 
Creatu 
of Go 
Heart: 
togeth 
raliſts 

Submit} 
wes ; 
fectiol 
ample 
Chriſt: 
and e: 
ral an 
Syſten 
ever 2 
us th 
every 

their « 

from 


"EX 1] - 
vantages compared with thoſe of others, 
and from a Senſe of our deriving all ori- 
ginally from the Author of our Being. 
Its ordinary Attendants are Mildneſs, a 
gentle Forbearance, and an eaſy unaſſum- 
ing Humanity with regard to the Imper- 
ſections and Faults of others; Virtues rare 
indeed, but of the faireſt Complexion, the 
proper Offspring of ſo lovely a Parent, 
the beſt Ornaments of ſuch imperfect 
Creatures as we are, precious in the Sight 
of God, and which ſweetly allure the 
Hearts of Men.—This Virtue was not al- 
together unknown to the more ſober Mo- 
raliſts among the Ancients, who place 
Submiſſio Animi among the Train of Vir- 
tues; but it is taught in its higheſt Per- 
fection, and enforced by the greateft Ex- 
amples, and the ſtrongeſt Motives, in the 
Chriſtian Religion, which recommends 
and exalts this, as well as every other Mo- 
ral and Divine Virtue, beyond every other 
Syſtem of Religion and Philoſophy that 
ever appeared in the World ; and teaches 
us throughout the whole of it, to refer 
every Virtue, and every Endowment, to 
their original Source, the Father of Lights, 
from whom deſcends every good and 1 2 
= Gift. 
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Gift. Humility is a Virtue which highly 
adorns the Character in which it relides, 
and ſets off every other Virtue; it is an 
admirable Ingredient of a contented Mind, 
and an excellent Security againſt many of 
thoſe Ills in Life which are moſt ſenſibly 
felt by People of. a delicate Nature. To 
be perſuaded of this, we need only re- 
member how many of our Uneaſineſſes 
ariſe from the Mortifications of our Pride 
how almoſt every Ill we ſuffer, and 
all the Oppoſition we meet with, is ag- 
gravated and ſharpened by the Reflection 
on our imaginary Merit, or how little we 
deſerved thoſe Ils, and how much we 
wereentiltedto the oppoſite Goods. Where. 
as, a ſober Senſe of what we are, and 
whoſe we are, and a Conſciouſneſs how 
far ſhort our Virtue is of that Standard 
of Perfection to which we ought to aſpire, 
will blunt the Edge of Injuries and At- 
fronts, and make us ſit down contented 
with our Share of the Goods, and eaſy 


under the Ills of Life, which this quick- 


ſighted, unaſſuming Virtue will teach us 
often to trace to our own Miſconduct, and 
conſequently to interpret as the juſt and 
wholeſome Correction of Heaven. : 
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# heroic Temper of Mind, which 


* 
Reſignation is that mild and 1e 


ariſes from a Senſe of an infinitely wiſe 
and good Providence, and enables one 


to acquieſce, with a cordial Affection, in 


its juſt Appointments. This Virtue has 


ſomething very peculiar in its Nature, 


and ſublime in its Efficacy. For it teaches 


us to bear Ill not only with Patience and 


as being unavoidable, but it transforms, as 
it were, Ill into Good, by leading us to 
conſider it, and every Event that has the 


leaſt Appearance of Ill, as a Divine Dil- 


penſation, a wiſe and benevolent Tempe- 


rament of Things, ſubſervient to univer- 


ſal Good, and, of courſe, including that 


of every Individual, eſpecially of ſuch 


as calmly ſtoop to it. In this Light, the 
Adminiſtration itſelf, nay, every Act of 


it, becomes an Object of Affection, the 


Evil diſappears, or is converted into a 
Balm which both heals and nouriſhes the 


Mind. For, though the firſt expected 
Acceſs of Ill may bn the Soul into 


Grief, yet that Grief, when the Mind 
calmly reviews its Object, changes into 
Contentment, and is by degrees exalted 


into Veneration and a divine Compoſure. 


Our 


} 


1 
1 
q 
1 a ' 
BE 
lh (ot 
At 
; 815 
. 
14 
* 
I 
14 d 
1 jt 
MT | : 
i oC [4 
4 
wil 
4 : 
f i if 
14 
1400 
1 
WI | | 
5 1 
714 [7 
* 
1 
* 
. 
6 3 
17 1 
N 
35 1 
11. 
i 
. ws 1 
ky, 4,8 
þ | 308 \ 
vl 1 
þ * 3 
. 
ty , 
% 1 i 
f N 
40 
74 
N 
$1105 | 6 
i 
1 
11 
Ning! 
* * 1 1 
Pt Rl 4 
. 4 
7 1G 
1 ©! of 
a N 4 1 
n 
n 
* 74 
Ml © 7 , 
1 
N 
"1 28 
. 
1 
1 11 
| g 
£ WNT \ 
1 N 
Lint: 
„ 
er 
1 VV 1 
— 7 ** % 0 
* TEM . 
* hy 4 
r 
* 4 1 
* 1 * 74 
l 
N N75 1 
4 - 
7 * 
WEN] 
19 * 0 
TH yp : 
a "£7 
"4. SK N. 
$1414 
, 4 
YL . 14 ” 
* 4 1 
1 
wn - 7 
0 4 \ 
f | 
14 1 oy 
5 4M 
* 5 Av 
4 KIM i! 
4 4 
F 1 142 
. i 
1 
1 | i 
"on 
N 1 
We. if 
1 
j 1 1 
+ 7 
14 
1 
4 
1 
1 
4 
A} 
[| 
1 


N — IR : 5 a _ ” 
= — 222 1 2 
— * 8 —— 5 208 — — 
— ̃ — —— —— - 
2 * 2 5 
I "> - SE — 8 — * 
——————— 
— 1 
AP „ * —— 
— = — . —— os 
— ol pn - & Fa Tu 


4 


11 EE 
Our private Will is loſt in that of the Al. 
mighty, and our Security againſt any real 
"Hl reſts on the ſame Bottom as the Throne 
of him who lives and reigns for ever. He, 
therefore, who is provided with ſuch Ar- 
mour, taken, if we may ſay ſo, from the 
Armory of Heaven, may be proof againſt 
the ſharpeſt Arrows of Fortune, and de- 
fy the Impotence of human Malice; and 
though he cannot be ſecure againſt thoſe 
Ills which are the ordinary Appendages 
of Man's Lot, yet may poſſeſs that quiet 
contented Mind which takes off their 
Pungency, and is next to an Exemption 
from them. But we can only touch on 
theſe Things; a fuller Detail of our Obli- 
gations to cultivate and purſue theſe Mo- 
ral Goods of the Mind, and the beſt Me- 
thod of doing it, muſt be reſerved to an- 
other and more proper Place. 
| Chief Good Before we finiſh this Secti- 
Objeftive on, it may be fit to obſerve, 
and Formal. that as the Deity is the ſupreme 
and inexhauſted Source of Good, on whom 
the Happineſs of the whole Creation de- 
pends; as he is the Object in Nature, and 
the only Object who is fully proportioned 
to the Intellectual and Moral Powers of Ty 
Mind, 
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Mind, in whom they ultimately reſt and 


find their moſt perfect Exerciſe and Com- 
pletion, he is therefore termed the cHiEr 
Goop of Man, osjecT1ivEeLY conſidered, 
And Virtue, or the proportioned and vi- 
gorous Exerciſe of the ſeveral Powers and 
Affections on their reſpective Objects, as 
above deſcribed, is, in the Schools, termed 
the HIET GooD, FORMALLY conſidered, 
or its FORMAL Idea, being the inward 
Temper and native Conſtitution of Hu- 
man Happineſs. 8 ES 

From the Detail we have gone thro, 
the following Corollaries may be deduced. 

Firſt, It is evident that the (<,,,n,,... 

Happineſs of ſuch a Progreſſive 

Creature as Man can never be at a ſtand, 
or continue a fixed invariable Thing. His 
finite Nature, let it riſe ever ſo high, ad- 
mits {till higher Degrees of Improvement 
and Perfection. And his Progreſſion in 
Improvement, or Virtue, always makes 
way for a Progreſſion in Happineſs. So 
that no poſſible Point can be aſſigned in 
in any Period of his Exiſtence in which 


he is perfectly happy, that is, ſo happy as 


to exclude higher Degrees of Happineſs. 
All his Perfection is only comparative. 
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2. It appears that many Things muſt con- 
ſpire to complete the Happineſs of fo va- 
rious a Creature as Man, ſubject to fo 
many Wants, and ſuſceptible of ſuch dif- 


ferent Pleaſures. 3. As his Capacities of 


Pleaſure cannot be all gratified at the ſame 


time, and muſt often interfere with each 
other in ſuch a precarious and fleeting 
State as Human Life, or be frequently 
diſappointed, perfect Happineſs, i. e. the 
undiſturbed Enjoyment of the ſeveral 


| Pleaſures of which we are capable, is un- 
* attainable in our preſent State. 4. That 


State is molt to be ſought after, in which 


the feweſt Competitions and Diſappoint- 


ments can happen, which leaſt of all im- 
pairs any Senſe of Pleaſure, and opens an 


inexhauſted Source of the moſt refined 


and laſting Enjoyments. 5. That State 
which is attended with all thoſe Advan- 
tages, is a State or Courſe of Virtue. 6. 
THEREFORE, a State of Virtue, in which 


the Moral Goods of the Mind are at- 


tained, is the HAPPIEST STATE. 
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"$RCT Wm. 
Duties to Society; 
. 
Filial and Fraternal Duty. 


Nature in tracing the Hiſtory of 


Man, and thoſe Duties which he owes to 


himſelf, it ſeems reaſonable to take the 


ſame Method with thoſe he owes to So- 


cIETY, Which conſtitute the ſec, Claſs 
of his Obligations. 

His Parents are among the 
earlieſt Objects of his Atten- 
tion, he becomes ſooneſt ac- 
quainted with them, repoſes a peculiar 
Confidence in them, and ſeems to regard 
them with ua fond Affection, the early 
Prognoſtics of his future Piety and Grati- 


Connection 
of Parents. 


tude, Thus does Nature dictate the firſt. 


Lines of filial Duty, even before a juſt 
Senſe of the Connection is formed. But 
when the Child is grown up, and has at- 
tained to ſuch a Degree of Underſtanding, 
as to comprehend the Moral Tye, and be 
lenſible of the Obligations he is under to 
G " bis 
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„„ 
his Parents; when he looks back on their 
tender and diſintereſted Affection, their 
inceſſant Cares and Labours in nurſing, 
educating, and providing for him, dur- 
ing that State in which he had neither 
Prudence nor Strength to care and pro- 
vide for himſelf, he muſt be conſcious 
that he owes to them theſe peculiar Duties, 
| Io reverence and honour 
them as the Inſtruments of 
3 Nature in introducing him to 
Life, and to that State of Comfort and 
Happineſs which ze enjoys; and therefore 
to eſteem and imitate their good Quali- 
ties, to alleviate and bear with, and ſpread, 
as much as poſſible, a decent Veil over 
their Faults and Weakneſſes. 

2. To be highly grateful to them for 
thoſe Favours which it can hardly ever 
be in his Power fully to repay; to ſhew 
this Gratitude by a ſtrict Attention to 

their Wants, and a ſolicitous Care to ſup- 
ply them; by a ſubmiſſive Deference to 
their Authority and Advice, eſpecially by 
paying great Regard to it in the Choice 
of a Wife, and of an Occupation ; by 
yielding to, rather than peeviſhly con- 
tending with their Humours, as remem- 

e e bering 
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by his; and in fine, by ſoothing their 
Cares, lightening their Sorrows, ſupport- 
ing the Infirmities of Age, and making 
the remainder of their Life as comfort- 


able and joyful as poſſible. To pay 
theſe Honours and make theſe Returns is, 


according to Plato, to pay the oldeſt, beſt, 
and greateſt of Debts, next to thoſe we 
owe to our ſupreme and common Parent.. 
They are founded in our Nature,and agree- 
able to the moſt fundamental Laws of 
Gratitude, Honour, Fuftice, Natural Aﬀec- 
tion, and Piety, which are interwoven with 
our very Conſtitution z nor can we be 
deficient in them without caſting off 
that Nature, and counteracting thoſe 
Laws. . 2 

As his Brethren and Siſters  »,,;.; 7 
are the next with whom the Bretbren 
Creature forms a Social and d zert. 
Moral Connection, to them he owes a 
Fraternal Regard ; and with them ought 
he to enter into a ſtrict League of Friend- 
ſhip, mutual Sympathy, Advice, Aſſiſt- 


ance, and a generous Intercourſe of kind 
Offices, remembering their Relation to- 


common. Parents, and that Brotherhood 
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of Nature, which unites them into a cloſer ord 
Community of Intereſt and Affection. tant 
| tion 
— n Ry ney FE Ki 188 — 7 
. 318 atio 
5 HA. that 
The forn 
Concerning Marriage. ed b 
1 | nece 
Corea HEN Man arrives to attai 
with tte a certain Age, he be- that 
other Ser. comes ſenſible of a peculiar Pare 
Sympathy and Tenderneſs towards the fore 
cther Sex; the Charms of Beauty engage them 
his Attention, and call forth new and The 
ſofter Diſpoſitions than he has yet felt. and 
The many amiable Qualities exhibited by reari, 
a fair Outſide, or by the mild Allurement End 
of Female Manners, or which the pre- ſolve 
judiced Spectator without much Reaſon- are © 
ing ſuppoſes thoſe to include, with ſeveral ſtitut 
other Circumſtances, both natural and ac- tinue 
cidental, point his View and Affection to Stren 
a particular Object, and of courſe. con- fon; 
tract that general rambling Regard, which long 
was loſt and uſeleſs among the undiſtin- them 
guiſhed Croud, into a peculiar and per- rious 


manent Attachment to one Woman, wh 2 tore, 
ord- 
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ordinarily terminates in the moſt impor- 


tant, venerable, and delightful Connec- 


tion in Life. 


The State of the Brute Cre- <5, Ground. 


ation is very different from S this Cin- 
that of Human Creatures. The 0. 

former are cloathed, and generally arm- 
ed by their Structure, eaſily find what is 
neceſſary to their Subſiſtence, and ſoon 
attain their Vigour and Maturity; fo 
that they need the-Care and Aid of their 
Parents but for a ſhort while; and there- 
fore we ſee that Nature has aſſigned to 
them vagrant and tranſient Amours. 


The Connection being purely Natural, 
and formed merely for propagating and 


rearing their Offspring, no ſooner is that 
End anſwered than the Connection diſ- 
ſolves of courſe. But the Human Race 
are of a more tender and defenceleſs Con- 
ſtitution; their Infancy and Non-age con- 
tinue longer; they advance ſlowly to 


Strength of Body, and Maturity of Rea- 


lon ; they need conſtant Attention, and a 
long Series of Cares and Labours to train 
them up to Decency, Virtue, and the va- 
rious Arts of Life. Nature has, there- 


tore, provided them with the moſt af- 
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fectionate and anxious Tutors, to aid their 
Weakneſs, to ſupply their Wants, and to 

* accompliſh them in thoſe neceſſary Arts, 
even their own Parents, on whom ſhe has 
devolved this mighty Charge, rendered 

agreeable by the moſt alluring and power- 

ful of all Ties, Parental Affection. But 
unleſs both concur in this grateful Taſk, 


and continue their joint Labours, till they 


have reared up and planted out their young 
Colony, it muſt become a Prey to every 
rude Invader, and the Purpoſe of Nature, 
in the original Union of the Human Pair, 


be defeated. Therefore our Structure as 


well as Condition is an evident Indication, 
that the Human Sexes are deſtined for a 
more intimate, for a moral and laſting 
Union. It appears likewiſe, that the prin- 
cipal End of Marriage is not to propagate 
and nurſe up an Offspring, but to educate 
and form Minds for the great Duties 
and extenſive Deftinations of Life. So- 
ciety muſt be ſupplied from this ogginal 
- Nurſery with uſeful Members, and its 
faireſt Ornaments and Supports. But 
how ſhall the young Plants be guarded 
againſt the Inclemency of the Air and 


Seaſons, cultivated and raiſed to — 
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if Men, like Brutes, indulge to vagrant 


and promiſcuous Amours ? 
The Mind is apt to be diſ- 

ſipated in its Views, and Acts 

of Friendſhip and Humani-- 


Moral Ends 
of Marriage, 


ty; unleſs the former be directed to a 


particular Object, and the latter em- 


ployed in a particular Province. When 
Men once indulge to this Diſſipation, there 
is no ſtopping their Career, they grow in- 
ſenſible to Moral Attractions, and by ob- 


ſtructing, or impairing, the decent and 
regular Exerciſe of the tender and ge- 


nerous Feelings of the human Heart, 
they in time become unqualified for, 


or averſe to, the forming a Moral Uni- 
on of. Souls, which is the Cement of 
Society, and the Source of the pureſt do- 


meſtic Joys. Whereas a rational, unde- 


praved Love, . and its fair Companion, 
Marriage, collect a Man's Views, guide- 
his Heart to. its proper Object, and by 
confining his Affection to that Object, do 
really enlarge its Influence and Uſe. Be- 
ſides, it is but too evident from the Con- 
duct of Mankind, that the common Tyes 
of Humanity are too feeble to engage and 
ntereſt the Paſſions of the Generality in. 
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the Affairs of Society. The Connections 
of Neighbourhood, Acquaintance, and 
general Intercourſe, are too wide a Field of 
Action for many; and thoſe of a Public 
or Community are ſo for more, and in which 


they either care not, or know not how to 


exert themſelves. Therefore Nature, ever 
wiſe and benevolent, by implanting that 
ſtrong Sympathy which reigns between 
the Individuals of each Sex, and by urg- 
ing them to form a particular Moral Con- 
nection, the Spring of many domeſtic En- 
dearments, has meaſured out to each Pair 
a particular Sphere of Action, proportioned 
to their Views, and adapted to their re- 
ſpective Capacities. Beſides, by intereſt- 
ing them deeply in the Concerns of their 
own little Circle, ſhe has connected them 


more cloſely with Society, which 1s com- | 


poſed of particular Families, and hound 
them Cown to their good Behaviour in that 
particular Community to which they be- 
long. This Moral Connection is Marriage, 
and this Sphere of Ation is a Family. It 
appears from what has been ſaid that, to 
adult Perſons, who have Fortune ſuffi- 
_ cient to provide for a Family, according 
to their Rank and Condition in Lite, 4 
| | Who 
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8 who are endued with the ordinary Degrees 

doc Prudence neceſſary to manage a Fami- 

of y. and educate Children, it is a Duty they 

lic owe to Society, to marry. 

ch Some Pretenders to a 1 

to uliar Refinement in Morals he 
CUIA | | anſwered- 

rer think, however, that a ngle 

nat . State is moſt conducive to the Perfection 


of our Nature, and to thoſe ſublime Im- 
provements to which Religion calls us. 
Sometimes indeed the more important 
Duties we owe to the Public, which could 
ſcarce be performed, or not ſo well in the 
Married State, may require the ſingle Life, 
or render the other not ſo honourable a 
Station in ſuch Circumſtances. But ſure- 
ly, it muſt be improving to the Social Af- 
tections to direct them. to particular Ob- 
jects whom we eſteem, and to whom we 
ſtand in the neare{t Relation, and to aſ- 
certain their Exerciſe in a Field of Action, 
which is both agreeable in itſelf, and 
highly advantageous to. Society. The 
conſtant Exerciſe of Natural Affection, in 
which one is neceſſarily engaged in pro- 
viding for, and training up one's Chil- 
dren, opens the Heart, and muſt inure 
the Mind to frequent Acts of 2 
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and Self- command, and conſequently 


ſtrengthen the Habits of Goodneſs. The 


Truth of this is but too evident in thoſe 
married Perſons who are ſo unfortunate as 
to have no Children, who for want of 

thoſe neceſſary Exerciſes of Humanity are 

too generally over-anxious about the 


World, and perhaps too attentive to the 


Affair of Oeconomy. Another Circum- 
ſtance deſerves to be remembered, that 
Men who are continually engaged in Study 
and Fiſineſs, or anxiouſly intent on public 


_ Concerns, are apt to grow ſtern and ſe- 


vere, or peeviſh and moroſe, on account 
of the frequent Rubs they meet with, or 


the Fatigues they undergoin ſuch a Courſe. 


The Female Softneſs is therefore uſeful to 
moderate their Severity, and change their 
Ill- humour into domeſtic Tenderneſs, and 
a ſofter kind of Humanity. And thus 
their Minds, which were over-ſtrained by 
the Intenſeneſs of their Application, are at 
once relaxed, and retuned for public Ac- 
tion. The Minds of both Sexes are as 
much formed one for the other by a 
Temperament peculiar to each, as their 


Perſons. The Strength, Firmneſs, Courage, 
: — and Dignity, of the Man, tally to 


the 
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the Softneſs, Delicacy, Tenderneſs of Paſſ ion, 
Elegance of T afte, and Decency of Conver ſa- 
tion, of the Woman. The Male Mind is 
formed to defend, deliberate, foreſee, con- 
trive, and adviſe. The Female One to con- 


fide, imagine, apprehend, comply, and exe- 


cute. Therefore the proper Tempera- 


ment of theſe different Sexes of Minds,. 
makes a fine Moral Union ; and the well- 
proportioned Oppoſition of different or 
contraty Qualities, like a due Mixture of 
Diſcords in a Compoſition of Muſic, ſwells. 


the Harmony of Society more than if they 


were all Uniſons to each other. And this 


Union of Moral Sexes, if we may expreſs 
it ſo, is evidently more conducive to the 
Improvement of each, than if they lived 
apart. For the Man not only protects and: 


_ adviſes, but communicates Vigour and 
Reſolution to the Woman. She, in her 
turn, ſoftens, refines, and poliſhes him. 
In her Society he finds Repoſe from Ac- 


tion and Care; in her Friendſhip, the 


Ferment into which his Paſſions were 
wrought by the Hurry and Diſtraction of 


public Life, ſubſides and ſettles into a 


Calm; and a thouſand nameleſs Graces 


and Decencies that flow from her Words: 


2 and. 


# | 
1 1 
* 0 5 ? 
1 
, 8 
M mn 
14 
11 
1 
i l 
i my 
1 
N 
Ii 
bf yt 
g 
11 
110 
0 j l 
i4r 
f 14 
4 15 
1 BE 
13 re 
1 
1 4 in it 
1 = 
{1 
4 " : 
1 
18 
1 * : iy 
1 11 
bo (3-141 L 
#1 , £ 1 
14 1 
* 1 ** 
* 1 
C 4 jb . — 
1 * 2 
* I! 15 
. t : 
(2 . 
4 180 4 
79 LU F 
i; * 
ix 1 
1 * 
1 
11 
1 
; 15 . 
? RE] , 
'T F106. | t 
' 9 
7s | 
e 
4 
ol : ) 
4 . in 
1 33: 
WES 8 
74 
„ | 18 
my | 
FF” 
WA; | 18 
q » 
j : : 
& o : 
, 3 
1 
* i 
4 1 1 
$ q + 
FF py 
: * 
1 U 4 
TEE } 
2 11 
| 74 1 
$ 71 Wh | 
4 
1 
175 N 
7. if 
1945 We 
1 W | 
25g I: 
BLN G 
4174 «ij! I" . 
WR 4 1 
75 
e 
in 1 
1 | 
it . 
7 17 ¹ A 7 
147 7 
. 71 8 
7. 1 
7 
- a. + 26 
, } q BRAT ©! 
7 1 i 28 
4 8 
= ' 
wy | 1 
WW. d 
11 
F j 
i 1 
33! 
1.7% 
TW 5 5h 
q 11 
- 
1 11 
2 "In: 
3 11 
. 1 
1 i 7 
of 4 
* 1 1 
9 ' . 
1 
e 
1 
WAR 
Ie [ 
ys ! 
' ' 
vo 
Nt} | 
* ” 
3 
I 
N. 
1 
7 
iT, j 
is” '$ 
* ol 
11 
: * 
\ be 1 * 
_ «37% 
|: ATT 
: 4 17 
195 7 
0 1 
: ( 10 
4 is 
ö *; 
10 1 N 
3 * 1 
1,537 1a 
4 3 30 
0 x i 
4 7 {Hh 
I, 1 
fe W 1 
3 lh 
if '*F YOUR 
= 7 
[T0 
_ Rv 
38 if 
99> if 
ar "SE f 
„ 
14 > 4 
; 10 10 
iet 
4 ! 
” f 1 
} t i 
1 4 
e 
' i 4 1 
- 


— 


- — 233 oY = 
ec ——— — 
— eee i... : 
by —— - - - - = 
> —— 2 ev — A 
* — 2 Pa — * 
Dow ma — 
= ” --» ——_— — — 


33 © 
and Actions, form him for a more mild 
and elegant Deportment. His Converſa- 
tion and Example, on the other hand, en- 
large her Views, raiſe her Sentiments, 
ſuſtain her Reſolutions, and free her from 
a thouſand Fears and Inquietudes, to 
which her more feeble Conſtitution ſub- 


jets her. Surely ſuch Diſpoſitions, and 
the happy Conſequences which reſult from 
them, cannot be ſuppoſed to carry an un. 


friendly Aſpect to any Duty he owes ei- 
ther to God, or to Man. 

* Of the Conjugal Alliance the 
= i fol lowing are the natural Laws. 


Firſt, mutual Fidelity to the 


Marriage-bed. Diſloyalty defeats the very 
End of Marriage, diſſolves the natural 
Cement of the Relation, weakens the 
Moral Tye, the chief Strength of which 
lies in the Reciprocation of Affection; and 
by making the Offspring uncertain, di- 
miniſhes the Care and Attachment neceſ- 


ſary to their Education. 


2. A Conſpiration of Counſels and En- 
deavours to promote the common Intereſt 
of the Family, and to educate their com- 


mon Offspring. In order to obſerve theſe 


Laws, it is neceſſary to cultivate, both be- 


fore 
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fore and during the married State, the 
ſtricteſt Decency and Chaſtity of Man- 


ners, and a juſt Senſe of what becomes 


their reſpective Characters. 
3. The Union muſt be inviolable, and 
for Life. The Nature of Friendſhip, and 


particularly of this Species of it, the Edu- 
cation of their Offspring, and the Order 


of Society, and of Suceeſſions which would 


otherwiſe be extremely perplexed, do all 


ſeem to require it. To preſerve this Uni- 
on, and render the matrimonial State more 


harmonious and comfortable, a mutual 


Eſteem and Tenderneſs, a mutual Defe- 
rence and Forbearance, a Communication 


of Advice, and Aſſiſtance, and Authori- 
ty, are abſolutely neceſſary. If either Party 
keep within their proper Departments, 


there need be no Diſputes about Power or 
Superiority, and there will be none. They 


have no oppoſite, no ſeparate Intereſts, and 


therefore there can be no juſt Ground for 
Oppoſition of Conduct. 

From this Detail, and the Pogany. 
preſent State of things, in 


which there is pretty near a Parity of 


Numbers of both Sexes, it is evident that 


Polygamy is an unnatural State; and tho? 
N it 
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it ſhould be granted to be more fruitful 
of Children, which however it is not found 
to be, yet it is by no means ſo fit for rear- 


ing Minds, which ſeems to be as much, 
if not more, the Intention of Nature, than 


the Propagation of Bodies. 
Divorce, ce. In what Caſes Divorce may 


be proper, what are the juſt 
Obſtacles to Marriage, and within what 
Degrees of Conſanguinity it may be al- 


lowed, we have not room to diſcuſs here, 


and therefore we refer the Reader to 
Mr. Hutchinſon's ingenious Moral Compend. 


Book Il np. "af 


E H A p. III. 
Of Parental Tan 


Connection of 
Parents and 
Childr, En. 


of the matrimonial Connection, and the 
Duties which they owe them, reſult as na- 
turally from that Connection. The fee- 

ble State of 1 ſubject to ſo many 
Wants 


HE Connection of Pa- 
rents with their Chil- 
dren is a natural Conſequence 


# . | | 
Wants and Dangers, requires their inceſ- 
fant Cares and Attention; their ignorant 
and uncultivated Minds demand their con- 
tinual Inſtruction and Culture. Had hu- 
man Creatures come into the World with 
the full Strength of Men, and the Weak- 
neſs of Reaſon and Vehemence of Paſſions 


which prevail in Children, they would have 


been too ſtrong, or too ſtubborn, to have 
ſubmitted to the Government and Inſtruc- 
tion of their Parents. But as they were 


deſigned for a Progreſſion in Knowledge 
and Virtue, it was proper that the Growth 
of their Bodies ſhould keep pace with that 


of their Minds, left the Purpoſes of that 
Progreſſion ſhould have been defeated... 
Among other admirable Purpoſes which 
this gradual Expanſion of their outward 
as well as inward Structure ſerves, this is 
one, that it affords ample Scope to the: 


Exerciſe of many tender and generous. 


Affections, which fill up the domeſtic 


Life with a beautiful Variety of Duties and 


Enjoyments; and are of courſe a noble 


Diſcipline for the Heart, and an hardy 


kind of Education for the more honour- 
able and important Duties of public 


Life. 


The 
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The above-inentioned weak 
and ignorant State of Chil- 
that Connec- dren, ſeems plainly to inveſt 


The Authori- 
ty founded on 


Lion. their Parents with ſuch Au- 


thority and Power as is neceſſary to their 
Support, Protection, and Education; but 
that Authority and Power can be conſtru- 
ed to extend no farther than is neceſſary 
to anſwer thoſe Ends, and to laſt no 
longer than that Weakneſs and Ignorance 
continue; ; Wherefore the Foundation or 
Reaſon of the Authority and Power ceaſ- 
ing, they ceaſe of courſe. Whatever Power 

or Authority then it may be neceſſary or 
_ lawful for Parents to exerciſe during the 
Non: age of their Children, to aſſume or 


uſurp the ſame when they have attained 


the Maturity or full Exerciſe of their 


Strength and Reaſon, would be tyrannical 


and unjuſt. From hence it is evident, 
that Parents have no Right to puniſh the 
Perſons of their Children more ſeverely 


than the Nature of their Wardſhip re- 


- quires, much leſs to invade their Lives, 
to encroach upon their Liberty, or tranſ- 


fer them as their Property to any Maſter 


whatſoever, But if any Parent ſhould be 
0 unjuſt and inhuman as to conſider and 


treat 


BR 
treat them like his other Goods and Chat- 
tles, ſurely whenever they dare, they 


may reſiſt, and whenever they can, ſhake 


off that inhuman and - unnatural Yoke, 

and be free with that Liberty with which 

God and Nature has inveſted them. 
The firſt Claſs of Duties 

which Parents owe their Chil- 2 

dren reſpect their natural Life; 

and theſe comprehend Protection, Nur- 


ture, Proviſion, introducing them into the 


World in a manner ſuitable to their Rank 
and Fortune, and the like. 
The ſecond Order of Duties gain. 

regards the intelledtual and mo- 

ral Life of their Children, or their E du- 
cation in ſuch Arts and Accompliſhments, 
as are neceſſary to qualify them for per- 
forming the Duties they owe to themſelves 


and to others. As this was found to be 


the principal Deſign of the matrimonial 
Alliance, ſo the fulfilling that Deſign is 
the moſt important and dignified of all the 
parental Duties. In order therefore to fit 


the Child for acting his Part wiſely and 
worthily, as a Man, as a Citizen, and a. 


Creature of Cod, both Parents ought to 
com 
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combine their joint Wiſdom, Authority, 
and Power, and each apart to employ 


_ thoſe Talents which are the peculiar Ex- 


cellency and Ornament of their reſpective 
Sex. The Father ought to lay out and 
ſuperintend their Education, the Mother 
to execute and manage the Detail of which 
ſhe is capable. The former ſhould direct 
the manly Exertion of the intellectual and 


moral Powers of the Child. His Imagi- 
nation, and the manner of. thoſe Exer- 
tions, are the peculiar Province of the lat- 


| ter. The former ſhould adviſe, protect, 


command, and by his Experience, mal- 


culine Vigour, and that ſuperior Autho- 


rity which is commonly aſeribed to his 


Sex, brace and ſtrengthen his Pupil for 
alive Life, for Gravity, Integrity, and 
Firmneſs in Suffering. The Buſineſs of 


the latter is to bend and ſoften her Male 


Pupil, by the Charms of her Converſa- 
tion, and the Softneſs and Decency of her 

Manners, for ſocial Life, for Politeneſs of 
 Tafte, and the elegant Decorums of and 
Enjoyments of Humanity ; and to im- 


pos and refine the Tenderneſs and Mo- 
. Jeſty of her Female Pupil, and form her 


1 1 65 J 
to all thoſe mild domeſtic Virtues, which 
are the peculiar Characteriſtics and Orna- 
ments of her Sex. 


Deli 222 Taſk “ to rear the tender Thought, 
To teach the fair Idea how to ſhoot, 
To breathe th enliv ning Spirit, and to fix 


The generous Purpoſe 7 in the glowing Breaſt. 


To conduct the opening Minds of their 
ſweet Charge through the ſeveral Periods 
of their Progreſs, to aſſiſt them in each 
Period in throwing out the latent Seeds 
of Reaſon and Ingenuity, and in gaining 
freſh Acceſſions of Light and Virtue ; and 
at length, with all theſe Advantages, to 
produce the young Adventurers upon the 
great Theatre of human Life, to play 
their ſeveral Parts in the Sight of their 
Friends, of Society, and Mankind | How 
gloriouſly does Heaven reward the Taſk, 
when the Parents behold thoſe dear Images 
and Repreſentatives of themſelves, inhe- 
riting their Virtues as well as Fortunes, 
ſuſtaining their reſpective Characters 
gracefully and worthily, and giving them 
the agreeable Proſpect of tranſmitting 
their Name with growing Honour and 
Advantage to a Race yet unborn !. 

C H AP. 
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CHAP. IV. 
Her and Servile Duty. 


* FOOD ly IN the natural Cocks of 5 


of this Con- 1 man Affairs it muſt neceſ- 
. ſarily happen, that ſome of 


Mankind will live in Plenty and Opu- 


lence, and others be reduced to a State of 
Indigence and Poverty. The former need 
the Labours of the latter, and the latter 
the Proviſion and Support of the former. 
This mutual Neceſſity is the Foundation 
of that Connection, whether we call it 
Moral or Civil, which ſubſiſts between 
The Condi- Maſters and Servants. He 
- tions Ser- Who feeds another has a Right 
lonely to ſome Equivalent, the La- 
bour of him whom he maintains, and the 
Fruits of it. And he who Jabours for 
another, has a Right to expect that he 
ſhould ſupport him. But as the Labours 
of a Man of ordinary Strength are cer- 
tainly of greater Value than mere Food 
and Cloathing ; becauſe they would actu- 
ally produce more, even the Maintenance 
of a Family, were the Labourer to em- 
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lo 
be 4 
poſe 
abov 
incal 


| only, 


kind. 


that 


fied, 

not, 

only 
with 
By tl 
ſubje 
ſuch 
Serv! 
ment 
the S 
requi 
have 


they, 
A 


ſome 
ſome 
whic 
are C 
do r 


Righ 


3 [ 167 ] 
ploy them in his own Behalf ; therefore, 
he has an undoubted Right to rate and diſ- 
poſe of his Service for certain Wages 
above mere Maintenance; and if he has 
incaut iouſly diſpoſed of it for the latter 
only, yet the Contract being of the onerous 


kind, he may equitably claim a Supply of 


that Deficiency. If the Service be ſpeci- 


fied, the Servant is bound to that only; if 


not, then he is to be conſtrued as bound 
only to ſuch Services as are conſiſtent 
with the Laws of Juſtice and Humanity. 
By the voluntary Servitude to which he 


ſubjects himſelf, he forfeits no Rights but 


ſuch as are neceſſarily included in that 
Servitude, and is obnoxious to no Puniſh- 
ment but ſuch as a voluntary Failure in 
the Service may be ſuppoſed reaſonably to 


require. The Offspring of ſuch Servants 


have aRight to that Liberty which neither 
they, nor their Parents, have forfeited. 
As to thoſe, who becauſe of . Cafe of 
ſome heinous Offence, or for great Cen- 
ſome notorious Damage, for i. 
which they cannot otherwiſe compenſate, 
are condemned to perpetual Service, the 
do not, on -that account, forfeit all the 


Rights of Men ; but thoſe, the Loſs of 


which 
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„ 
which is neceſſary to ſecure Society againſt 
the like Offences for the future, or to re- 
pair the Damage they have done. 
With regard to Captives 
taken in War, it is barbarous 
and inhuman to make perpe- 


The Caſe of 
Captives. 


* tual Slaves of them, unleſs ſome peculiar 
and aggravated Circumſtances of Guilt 


have attended their Hoſtility. The Bulk 
of the Subjects of any Government en- 
gaged in War, may be fairly eſteemed in- 
nocent Enemies, and therefore they have 

à Right to that Clemency which is conſiſ- 
tent with the common Safety of Mankind, 
and the particular Security of that Society 
againſt which they are engaged. Though 
ordinary Captives have a Grant of their 
Lives, yet to pay their Liberty as an Equi- 
valent, is much too high a Price. There 
are other Ways of acknowledging or re- 
turning the Favour, than by ſurrendering 
what is far dearer than Life itſelf. * To 
thoſe, who under Pretext of the Neceſſi- 


ties of Commerce, drive the unnatural 


Trade of bargaining for human Fleſh, 
and conſigning their innocent, but unfor- 
tunate F cllow- eue, to eternal Ser- 

vitude 
3 2 Hutcheſ. Moral Infit. Phil. Lib. ili. Cap. 8 
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vitude and Miſery, we may addreſs the 
Words of a fine Writer; Let Avarice 
« defend it as it will, there is an honeſt 
“ Reluctance in Humanity againſt buy- 
ing and ſelling, and regarding thoſe of 
* our on Species as our Wealth and 
« Poſſefſions.” 

lt WM As it is the Servant's Duty to ſerve his 


alk Maſter with Fidelity and Chearfulneſs, | 


en- like one who knows he is accountable to 
in- the great Lord of the Univerſe, ſo the 
ave Maſter ought to exact nothing of his Ser - 
il vant beyond the natural Limits of Reaſon 
nd, and Humanity, remembering that he is a 


ety Brother of the ſame Family, a Partner of 


zgh the ſame Nature, and a Subject of the 
heir fame great Lord. 


CHAP. V. 
Sacial Duties of the private Kind. 


Domeſtic, Oeconomical Duties, becauſe 


i Bo Circle 


Itherto we have conſidered only the 


theſe are the firſt in the Progreſs of Na- 
ture, Butas Man paſſes beyond the little 
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Circle of a Family, he forms Connec- 


tions with Relations, Friends, Neighbours, _ 
and others; from whence reſults anew Train __ 
of Duties of the more private focial kind; 0 
as Friendſhip, Chaſtity, Courteſy, Good-neigh- HEY 
_ bourhs0d, Charity, Forgiveneſs, Hoſpitality. bas 
Maus pri- Man is admirably formed © : 
; "4s ou 

tude for 6- for particular ſocial Attach- WW 
-. ments and Duties. There isa Noe! 
peculiar and ſtrong Propenſity in his Na- _ 
ture to be affected with the Sentiments Hes 


and Diſpoſitions of others. Men, like Feel 
certain muſical Inſtruments, are ſet to 


uments, | hum 
 _ each other, ſo that the Vibrations or Notes ke 
excited in one, raiſe correſpondent Notes their 


and Vibrations in the others. The Im- gib 
pulſes of Pleaſure or Pain, Foy or Sorrow, | 


made on one Mind, are by an inſtanta- . 
neous Sympathy of Nature, communi- 0 de 
cated in ſome degree to all; eſpecially * 5 
when Hearts are (as an- humane Writer 3 


expreſſes it) in Uniſon of Kindneſs; the 1, | 
Joy that vibrates in one, communicates for d 
to the other alſo. We may add, that tho of FX 
Joy thus imparted fwells the Harmony, WW * 
yet Grief vibrated to the Heart of a Friend, 
and rebounding from thence in ſympa- WW. 
thetic Notes, melts as it were, and almoſt Se on 

dies ock 


riter 
3 the 
icates 
U tho 


nony, 
riend, 
Mmpa- 
\lmoſt 

dies 
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dies away. All the Paſſions, but eſpeci- 
ally thoſe of the ſocial kind, are conta- 
gious; and when the Paſſions of one Man 
mingle with thoſe of another, they in- 


creaſe and multiply prodigiouſly. There 


is a moſt moving Eloquence in the human 
Countenance, Air, Voice, and Geſture, 


I wonderfully expreſſive of the moſt latent 
Feelings and Paſſions of the Soul, which 


darts them, like a ſubtle Flame, into the 
Hearts of others, and raiſes correſpondent 
Feelings there : Friendſhip, Love, Good- 


humour, Joy, ſpread through every Fea- 


ture, and particularly ſhoot from the Eyes 
their ſofter and fiercer Fires with an irre- 


ſiſtible Energy. And in like manner, the 


oppoſite Paſſions of Hatred, Enmity, Ill- 
humour, Melancholy, diffuſe a ſullen and 
ſaddening Air over the Face, and flaſhing 


from Eye to Eye, kindle a Train of ſimi- 


lar Paſſions. By theſe and other admir- 
able Pieces of Machinery, Men are formed 
for Society and the delightful Interchange 
of friendly Sentiments and Duties, to in- 
creaſe the Happineſs of others by Partici- 
pation, and their own by Rebound, and 
to diminiſh, by dividing, the common 
Stock of their Miſery. So . 

| K The 


» 
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3 The firſt Emanations of the 
1 Social Principle beyond the 
private Bounds of a Family, lead us 
Relation. to form a nearer Conjunction 
of Friendſhip or Good-will with thoſe, who 
are any wiſe connected with us by Blood, 
or Domeſtic Alliance. To them our Af- 
fection does, commonly, exert itſelf in a 
greater or leſs Degree, according to the 


Nearneſs or Diſtance of the Relation. And 


this Proportion is admirably ſuited to the 
Extent of our Powers and the Indigence 
of our State; for it is only within thoſe 
leſſer Circles of Conſanguinity or Alli- 
ance, that the Generality of Mankind are 
able to diſplay their Abilities or Benevo- 


lence, and conſequently to uphold their 


Connection with Society and Subſerviency 
to a public Intereſt. Therefore it is our 
Duty to regard theſe cloſer Connections 
as the next Department to that of a Family, 
in which Nature has marked out for us a 
Sphere of Activity and Uſefulneſs; and to 
cultivate the kind A ffections which are the 

Cement of thoſe endearing Alliances. 
Frequently, the view of di- 
ſtinguiſhing Moral Qualities 
in ſome of our Acquaintance 
may 
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F... 


may 
nect 
ſupe 
nity. 
oftet 
they 
we « 
But 
Bear 
dura 
or fr 
1 
Shad 
ſent. 
ſcrib. 
(e by 
ce Jed 
Ki 
poſit 
nary . 
muſt 
decay 
mucl 
poſiti 
and J 


Juſt 7 


Candi 
uſual 


may give birth to that more noble Con- 
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nection we call FRIENDSHIP, which is far 
ſuperior to the Alliances of Conſangui- 
nity. For theſe are of a ſuperficial, and 
often of a tranſitory Nature, of which, as 


they hold more of /n/tin# than of Reaſon, 


we cannot give ſuch a rational Account. 
But Friendſbip derives all its Strength and 
Beauty, and the only Exiſtence Which is 
durable, from the Qualities of the Heart, 
or from virtuous and lovely Diſpoſitions. 
Or, ſhould theſe be wanting, they or ſome _ 
Shadow of them muſt be ſuppoſed pre- 

ſent. Therefore Friendſhip may be de- 
ſcribed to be, The Union of two Souls, 
e by means of Yirtue, the common Ob- 
« ject and Cement of their mutual Affec- 
„tion.“ Without Virtue, or che Sup- 
poſition of it, Friendſhip is only a Merce- 
nary League, an Alliance of Intereſt, which 
muſt diſſolve of courſe when that Intereſt 
decays or ſubſiſts no longer. It is not ſo 
much any particular Paſſion, as a Com- 
poſition of ſome of the nobleſt Feelings 
and Paſſions of the Mind. Good Senſe, a 
Juſt Taſte and Love of Virtue, a thorough 
Candor and Benignity of Heart, or what we 
uſually call a Good Temper, and a generous 


H -- --:  - Sympathy 
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Sympathy of Sentiments and Affections, are 


the neceſſary Ingredients of this virtuous 
Connection. When it is grafted on 


 Efteem, ſtrengthened by Habit, and mel- 


towed by Time, it yields infinite Plea- 
ſure, ever new and ever growing; is a 
noble Support amidſt the various Trials 
and Viciftitudes of Life, and an high Sea- 
ſoning to moſt of our other Enjoyments. 
To form and cultivate virtuous Friendſhip. 


muſt be very improving to the Temper, 


as its principal Oye is Virtue, ſet off with 
all the Allurement of Countenance, Air, 


and Manners, ſhining forth in the native 


Graces of manly honeſt Sentiments and 
A ffections, and rendered v1/zble as it were 
to the friendly Spectator in a Conduct 


unaffectedly great and good; and as its 


principal Exerciſes are the very Energies 
of Virtue, or its Effects or Emanations. 
So that wherever this amiable Attach- 
ment prevails, it will exalt our Admira- 
tion and Attachment to Virtue, and, un- 
leſs impeded in its Courſe by unnatural 
Prejudices, run out into a Friendſhip to 
the Human Race. For as no one can 
merit, and none ought to uſurp, the ſacred 
Name of a Friend, who. hates 1 

88 8 


all the 
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ſo, whoever truly loves them, poſſeſſes the 
moſt eſſential Quality of a true Friend. 

The Duties of Friendſhip r py. 
are a mutual Eſteem of each 
other, unbribed by Intereſt, and indepen- 
dent of it, a generous. Confidence, as far 
diſtant from Suſpicion as from Reſerve, 
an inviolable Harmony of Sentiments and 
Diſpoſitions, of Deſigns and Intereſts, a 
Fidelity unſhaken by the Changes of For- 
tune, a Conſtancy unalterable by diſtance 
of Time or Place, a Reſignation of one's 
perſonal Intereſts to thoſe of one's Friend, 


and a reciprocal, unenvious, unreſerved 


Exchange of kind Offices. — But amidſt 

e of this Moral Connec- 
tion, humane and generous as it is, we 
muſt remember that it operates within a 
narrow Sphere, and its immediate Opera- 


tions reſpect only the Individual, and 


therefore, its particular Impulſes muſt ſtill 
be ſubordinate to a more public Intereſt, 
or be always directed and controuled by 
the more extenſive Connections of our 
Nature. 

When our Friendſhip 3 
minates on any of the other Chain. 
Sex, in whom Beauty or Agree- 


EL 4, ableneſs 


„ 
ableneſs of Perſon, and external Grace- 
fulneſs of Manners, conſpire to expreſs 
and heighten the Moral Charm of a ten- 
der honeſt Heart; and ſweet, ingenious, 
modeſt Temper, lighted up by good 
Senſe, it generally grows into a more ſoft 
and endearing Attachment. When this 
Attachment is improved by a growing 


Acquaintance with the Worth of its Ob- 


ject, is conducted by Diſcretion, and iſſues 
at length, as it ought to do, in the Moral 
Connection formerly * mentioned, it be- 
comes the Source of many amiable Du- 
ties, of a Communication of Paſſions and 
Intereſts, of the moſt refined Decencies, 
and of a thouſand nameleſs deep- felt Joys 
of reciprocal Tenderneſs and Love, flow- 
ing from every Look, Word, and Acti- 
on. Here Friendſhip acts with double 
Energy, and the Natural conſpires with 
the Moral Charm, to ſtrengthen and ſe- 
cure the Love of Virtue. As the delicate 
Nature of Female Honour and Decorum, 
and the inexpreſſible Grace of a chaſte and 
modeſt Behaviour, are the ſureſt, and in- 
deed the only means of kindling at firſt, 
and ever after of keeping alive this tender 
and elegant Flame, and of accompliſhing 
| * See Chap. 3. of this Sect, . e 
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the excellent Ends deſigned by it; to at- 
tempt by Fraud to violate one, or, under 
pretence of Paſſion, to ſully and corrupt 
the other, and, by ſo doing, to expoſe the 
too often credulous and unguarded Ob- 
jet, with a wanton Cruelty, to the Ha- 
tred of her own Sex, and the Scorn of 
our's, and to the loweſt Infamy of both, 

is a Conduct not only baſe and criminal, 
but inconſiſtent with that truly rational 
and refined Enjoyment, the Spirit and 
Quinteſſence of which is derived from the 
baſhful and ſacred Charms of Virtue kept 
untainted, and therefore ever alluring to 
the Lover's Heart. 
Courteſy, Good-neighbourhood, Courteſy, 
Afability, and the like Duties, Good-neigh- 
which are founded on our pri- 8 
vate Social Connections, are no 
leſs neceſſary and obligatory to Creatures 
united in Society, and ſupporting and ſup- 
ported by each other in a Chain of mutual 
Want and Dependence. They do not 
conſiſt in a ſmooth Addreſs, an artificial 
or obſequious Air, fawning Adulations, 
or a polite Servility of Manners, but in a 
juſt and modeſt Senſe of our own Dignity 
and that of others, and of the Reverence 
H 5 due 


1744 T 


due to Mankind, eſpecially to thoſe who 


hold the higheſt Links of the Social Chain; 
in a diſcreet and manly. Accommodation: 
of ourſelves to the Foibles and Humours 
of others; in a ſtrict Obſervance of the. 
Rules of Decorum and Civility ; but above 
all in a frank obliging Carriage, and ge- 
nerous Interchange of good Deeds, ra- 
ther than Words. Such a Conduct is of 
great Uſe and Advantage, as it is an 


excellent Security againſt Injury, and the 
beſt Claim and Recommendation to the 


Eſteem, Civility, and univerſal Reſpect 
of Mankind. This inferior Order of Vir- 
tues unite the particular Members of Socie- 
ty more cloſely, and form the leſſer Pillars 

of the civil Fabric; which, in many In- 


ſtances, ſupply the unavoidable Defects of 
Laws, and maintain the Harmony and 
Decorum of Social Intercourſe, where the 
more important and eſſential Lines of Vir- 


tue are wanting. 


Clarity, 
. 


ties of the Social kind. There 

is a twofold Diſtinction of Rights com- 
monly taken notice of by Moral Writers, 
vi x. Perfett and ImperfeF, To fulfil the 


3 for- 


Charity and Forgiveneſs. are 
truly amiable and uſeful Du- 


C1799] 
former, is neceſſary to the Being and Sup- 5 
port of Society; to fulfil the Hatter is a 
Duty equally ſacred and obligatory, and 
tends to the Improvement and Proſperity: 
of Society; but as the Violation of them 


is not equally. prejudicial to the public 
Good, the fulfilling them is not ſubjected 


N to the Cognizance of Law, but left t to the 
ff Candor, Humanity, and Gratitude of 
n Individuals. And by this means ample 
ie Scope is given to exerciſe all the Genero- 
1e ſity, and diſplay the genuine Merit and 
& Luſtre of: Virtue. Thus the Wants and. 
ts: Misfortunes of others call for our chari- 
e- table Aſſiſtance and ſeaſonable Supplies. 
rs: And the. good Man, unconſtrained by 
n. Eaw, and uncontruuled by human Au- 
of thority, will chearfully acknowledge and 
nd Ry ſatisfy this mournful and mov-: 
he ing Claim; a Claim ſupported by the 
ir- Sanction of Heaven, of whoſe Bounties 


he is honoured to be the grateful Truſtee. 

are If his own* perfect Rights are invaded by 

Ju- the Injuſtice of others, he will no! there- 
fore reject their imperſe# Right to Pity and 
Forgiveneſs, unleſs his Grant of theſe: 
ſhould be inconſiſtent with the more ex- 
tenſiye Rights of Society, or the public- 
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Good. In that caſe he will have recourſe 
to public Juſtice and the-Laws, and even 
then he will proſecute the Injury with no 


unneceſlary Severity, but rather with Mild- 


When the Injury is 


nels and Humanity. 


merely perſonal, and of ſuch a Nature as 
to admit of Alleviations, and the Forgive- 
neſs of which would be attended with no 


worſe Conſequences, eſpecially of a pub- 


lic kind, the good Man will generouſly 
forgive his offending Brother: and it is 


his Duty to do fo, and not to take private 
Revenge, or retaliate Evil for Evil, For 
though Reſentment of Injury is a natural 
Paſo on, and implanted, as was obſerved * 
above, for wiſe and good Ends; yet, con- 
 fidering the manifold Partialities which 
moſt Men have for themſelves, was every 
one to act as Judge in his own Caule, 
and to execute the Sentence dictated by 
his own Reſentment, it is but too evident 
that Mankind would paſs all Bounds in 
their F ury, and the .laſt Sufferer be pro- 
voked in his turn to make full Repriſals. 
So that Evil, thus encountering with Evil, 
would produce one continued Series of 
Violenet and Miſery, and render Society 
into- 


Ser Bok I, Sec. 2. G 4. 


vate 
liance 


| See 
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intolerable, if not impracticable. There- 
fore, when the Security of the Individual, 


or Good of the Public, does not require a 


proportionable Retaliation, it is agreeable 
to the general Law of Benevolence, and 
to the particular End of the Paſſion (which 
is to prevent Injury and the Miſery occa- 


ſioned by it) to forgive perſonal Injuries, * 


or not to return Eyil for Evil. This Duty 
is one of the noble Refinements which 


Chriſtianity has made upon the general 
Maxims and Practice of Mankind, and 


enforced with a peculiar Strength and 
Beauty, by Sanctions no leſs alluring than 


awful. And indeed the Practice of it is 
generally its own Reward; by expelling 


trom the Mind the moſt dreadful Intru- 
ders upon its Repoſe, thoſe rancorous Paſ- 
ſions which are begot and nurſed by Re- 
ſentment, and by diſarming and even ſub- 
duing every Enemy one has, except ſuch 
as have nothing left of Men, but the out- 
ward Form. | 
The moſt enlarged and hu- pay. 

mane Connection of the pri- 

vate kind, ſeems to be the Hoſpitable Al- 


liance, from which flow the amiable and 


diſin- 


See Butler's excellent Serm. (9th) on this Subject. 
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diſintereſted Duties we owe to Strangers. 
If the Exerciſe of Paſſions of the moſt 
private and inſtinctive kind is beheld with 
Moral Approbation and Delight, how 
lovely and venerable muſt thofe appear, 
which: reſult from a calm Philanthropy, 
are founded in the common Rights and 


Connections of Society, and embrace 


Nen, not of a particular Sect, Party, or 


Nation, but all in general without Di- 
ſtinction, and without any of the little Far- 


tialities of IS oo 


—— 
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c HAP. VI. 
Secia! Duties of the CommmRctar Kind. 


HE next Order of Con- 


Ci mmercial - 


Duties. | nections are thoſe which. 
ariſe from the Wants and 


Weakneſs of Mankind, and from the va- 


rious Circumſtances in which their diffe- 
rent Situations place them. Theſe we 
may call Commercial Connections, and the 
Duties which reſult from them Commercial 
Duties, as Juſtice, Fair-dealing, Sincerity, 


Fidelity to. Compacis, and the like. 


It 


=... © 
It is obſerved ſomewhere by 7 5 
a Writer * of the firſt Rank, 7, 
that though Nature 1s perfect 5 


in all her Works, yet ſne has obſerved a 


manifeſt and eminent Diſtinction among 


them. To all ſuch as lie beyond the Reach 


of 81 Skill and Power, and are pro- 

y of her own Department, ſhe has. 
5 the finiſhing Hand. Theſe Man 
may deſign after and imitate, but he can 
never rival them, nor add to their Beauty 
or Perfection. Such are the Forms and 
Structure of Vegetables, Animals, and 


many of their Productions, as the Honey- 


0 the Spider's Web, and the like. 
There are others of her Works which ſhe 


has of deſign left unfiniſhed,. as it were, 


in order to exerciſe the Ingenuity and 
Power of Man. She has preſented to 
him a rich Profuſion of Materials of every. 
kind for his Conveniency and Uſe; but 
they are rude and unpoliſhed,. or not to- 
be come at without Art and Labour. 
Theſe therefore he muſt apply, in order 


to adapt them to his Uſe, and to enjoy 


them in Perfection. Thus Nature has 


given him an infinite Variety of Herbs, 


Grain, 


* Lord Bacon. - 
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Cele Foſlils, Minerals, Wood, Water, 
Earth, Air, and a thouſand other crude 


Materials to ſupply his numerous Wants. 
But he muſt ſow, plant, dig, refine, 
poliſh, build, and, in ſhort, manufacture 
the various Produce of Nature, in or- 
der to obtain even the Neceſſaries, and 
much more the Conveniencies and Ele- 


gancies of Life. Theſe then are the Price 


of his Labour and Induſtry, and, without 


that, Nature will ſell him nothing. But 


as the Wants of Mankind are many, and 
the ſingle Strength of Individuals ſmall, 
they could hardly find the Neceſſaries, and 
much lefs the Conveniencies of Life, with- 
out uniting their Ingenuity and Strength 
in acquiring theſe, and without a mutual 
Intercourſe of good Offices. Some Men 
are better formed for ſome kinds of Inge- 
nuity and Labour, and others for other 


kinds; and different Soils and Climates 


are enriched with different Productions; 
ſo that Men by exchanging the Produce 
of their reſpective Labours, and ſupply- 
ing the Wants of one Country with the 


Superfluities of another, do, in effect, di- 
miniſh the Labours of each, and increaſe 


the Abundance of all. This is the Foun- 


dation. 


OY 
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dation of all Commerce, or Exchange of 
Commodities and Goods one with ano- 
ther; in order to facilitate which, Men 
have contrived different Species of Coin, or 


Money, as a common Standard by which 


to eſtimate the comparative Values of 
their reſpective Goods. But to render 
Commerce ſure and effectual, Juſtice, 
Fair dealing, Sincerity, and Fidelity to Com- 


ps are ablolutely neceſſary. 
Juſtice, or Fair-dealing, or, <unice, &c. 


in other Words, a Diſpoſition 
to treat others as we would be treated by 
them, is a Virtue of the firſt Importance, 
and inſeparable from the virtuous Charac- 
ter. It is the Cement of Society, or that 
pervading Spirit which connects its Mem- 
bers, inſpires its various Relations, and 
maintains the Order and Subordination of 
each Part to the Whole. Without it, So- 
ciety would become a Den of Thieves and 
Banditti, hating and hated, devouring and 
devoured, by one another. 
Sincerity or Veracity, in our Sincerity. 

Words and Actions, is another 

Virtue or Duty of great Importance to 
Society, being one of the great Bands of 
mutual Intercourſe, and the Foundation 


of 
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of mutual Truſt, Without it, Society 
would be the Dominion of Miſtruſt, Jea- 
louſy, and Fraud, and Copverſation a 
Traffic of Lies and Diſſimulation. It 
includes in it a Conformity of Words with 
our Sentiments, a Correſp ondence between 
our Actions and Diſpoſitions, a ſtrict Re- 
gard to Truth, and an irreconcileable Ab- 
horrence of F alſehood. It does not in- 
deed require, that we expole our Senti- 
ments indiſcreetly, or tell all the Truth in 
every Cafe ; but certainly it does not and 
cannot admit the leaſt Violation of Truth, 
or Contradiction to our Sentiments. For 
if theſe Bounds are once paſſed, no poſ- 
{ible Limit can be aſſigned where the Vio- 
lation ſhall ſtop; and no Pretence of pri- 


vate or public Good, can poſſibly eounter- 


balance the ill Conſequences of fuch a Vio- 
lation. And we truſt, the Order of Na- 


ture and Providence is ſuch, that it ſel- 


dom or never falls out, that ſo valuable a 
Sacrifice muſt be made in order to obtain 
the Ends of an extenſive Benevolence. It 
belongs to us to do what appears right and 
conformable to the Laws of our Nature, 


and to leave Heaven to direct and over- 
rule Events or Conſequences, which it 
vill never fail to > do, for the beſt. Fi- 
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Fidelity to Promi ſes, Compacts, * 
and Engagements, is likewiſe a e, 
Duty of ſuch Importance to Compacts, 
the Security of Commerce and e. 
Interchange of Benevolence among Man- 
kind, that Society would ſoon grow. in- 
tolerable without the ſtrict Obſervance of 


it. Hobbes, and others who follow the 


fame Track, have taken a wonderful deal 
of pains to puzzle this Subject, and to 


make all the Virtues of this Sort merely 


artificial, and not at all obligatory, antece- 
dent to human Conventions. No doubt 


Compacts ſuppoſe People who make 


them, and Promiſes Perſons to whom 
they are made, and therefore both ſup- 


| Poſe ſome Society more or leſs between. 
thoſe who enter into theſe mutual Engage- 


ments. But is not a Compact or Promiſe. 
binding, till Men have agreed that they 


ſhall be binding ? Or are they only bind-. 


ing becauſe it is our Intereſt to be bound 
by them, or to fulfil them? Do not we. 
highly approve the Man who fulfils chem, 


even tho? they ſhould prove to be againſt 


his Intereſt ? And do not we condemn him 


as a Knave, who violates. them on that 


account: 'A Promule 1 is a voluntary De- 


claration, 


—_— 
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claration, by Words, or by an Action 
equally ſignificant, of our Reſolution to 
do ſomething in behalf of another, or for 
his Service. When it is made, the Per— 


ſon who makes it, is by all ſuppoſed un- 
And he 


der an Obligation to perform it. 
to whom it is made, may demand the 
Performance as his Right. That Percep- 
tion of Obligation is a {imple Idea, and is 


on the ſame Footing as our other Moral 


Perceptions, which may be deſcribed by 
Inſtances, but cannot be defined. Whe- 


ther we have a Perception of ſuch Obli- 


gation quite diſtinct from the Intereſt, ei- 


ther Public or Private, that may accom- 


pany the Fulfilment of it, muſt be referred 
to the Conſcienee of every Individual. 
And, whether the mere Senſe of that 
Obligation, apart from its Concomitants, 
is not a ſufficient Inducement or Motive 
to keep one's Promife, without having 
recourſe to any ſelfiſh Principle of our Na- 
ture, muſt be likewiſe appealed to the 
Conſcience of every honeſt Man. Fair- 
dealing and Fidelity to Compatts require that 
we take no Advantage of the Ignorance, 
Paſſion, or Incapacity of others, from 


Whatever Cauſe that Incapacity ariſes ;— | 
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that we be explicit and candid in making 
Bargains, juſt and faithful in fufilling our 
Part of them. And if the other Party vio- 


lates his Engagements, Redreſs is to be 


ſought for from the Laws, or from thoſe 


who are intruſted with the Execution of 


them. In fine, the Commercial Virtues and 
Duties require that we not only do not 
invade, but maintain the Rights of others; 
that we be fair and impartial in tranſ- 
ferring, bartering, or exchanging Pro- 
perty, whether in Goods or Service; and 


be inviolably faithful to our Word and 


our Engagements, where the Matter of 
them is not criminal, and where they are 
not extorted by Force. But on this the 
deſigned Brevity of the Work will not 
permit us farther to inſiſt. 


* 


H XK P. VI. 


Social Duties of the Pol II AL Kind. 


V -igheſt Order of Duties reſpecting 
Society, which reſult from the Exerciſe of 


the moſt generous and heroic Affections, 
ea, and 
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| e 
and are founded on our moſt enlarged 
Connections. | 


The Social Principle in Man 
is of ſuch an expanſive Na- 
ture, that it cannot be confined 
within the Circuit of a Family, of Friends, 
or a Neighbourhood : it ſpreads into wider 
Syſtems, and draws Men into larger Con- 
federacies, Communities, and Common- 
wealths. It is in theſe only that the 
higher Powers of our Nature attain the 
higheſt Improvement and Perfection of 

which they are capable. Theſe Principles 

hardly find Objects in the ſolitary State of 
Nature. There the Principle of Action 
riſes no higher at fartheſt than Natural 
Affection towards one's Offspring. There 
Perſonal or Family-wants entirely engroſs 
the Creature's Attention and Labour, and 
allow no Leiſure, or, if they did, no Ex- 
erciſe for Views and Affections of a more 
enlarged kind. In Solitude all are em- 


Political 
Connections. 


ployed in the ſame way, in providing for 


the Animal Life. And even after their 
utmoſt Labour and Care, ſingle and un- 
aided by the Induſtry of others, they find 


but a ſorry Supply of their Wants, and a 


feeble, precarious Security againſt Dan- 
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gers from wild Beaſts; from inclement 
Skies and Seaſons; from the Miſtakes or 
petulant Paſſions of their Fellow-crea- 


tures; from their Preference of themſelves 


to their Neighbours; and from all the 
little Exorbitances of Self-Jove. But in 
Society, the mutual Aids which Men give 


and receive, ſhorten the Labours of each, 
and the combined Strength and Reaſon of 


Individuals give Security and Protection 
to the whole Body. 
riety and Subordination of Genius among 

Mankind. Some are formed to lead and 
direct others, to contrive Plans of Happi- 
neſs for Individuals, and of Government 
for Communities, to take in a public In- 
tereſt, invent Laws and Arts, and ſuper- 
intend their Execution, and in ſhort, to 


refine and civilize human Life. Others, 


who have not ſuch good Heads, may have 
as honeft Hearts, a truly public Spirit, 
Love of Liberty, Hatred of Corruption 
and Tyranny, a generous Submiſſion to 
Laws, Order, and Public Inſtitutions, and 
an extenſive Philanthropy. And others, 
who have none of thoſe Capacities either 
of Heart or Head, may be well-formed: 
* Manual Exerciſes and Bodily Labour. 


The 
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The former of theſe Principles have no 
Scope in Solitude, where a Man's Thoughts 
and Concerns do all either center in him- 
ſelf, or extend no farther than a Family; 


into which little Circle all the Duty and 


Virtue of the Solitary Mortal is crouded. 
But Society finds proper Objects and Ex- 
erciſes for every Genius, and the nobleſt 
Objects and Exerciſes for the nobleſt Ge- 
niuſes, and for the higheſt Principles in 
the human Conſtitution: particularly for 
that warmeſt and moſt divine Paſſion, 
which God hath kindled in our Boſoms, 

the Inclination of doing good and reve- 
rencing our Nature; which may find 
here both Employment, and the moſt ex- 
quiſite Satisfaction. In Society a Man has 
not only more Leiſure, but better Oppor- 
tunities of applying his Talents with much 
greater Perfection and Succeſs, eſpecially 
as he is furniſhed with the joint Advice 
and Aſſiſtance of his Fellow-creatures, 
who are now more cloſely united one with 
the other, and ſuſtain a common Relation 
to the ſame Moral Syſtem, or Commu— 
nity. This then is an Object propor- 


tioned to his moſt enlarged Social Affec- 
tions, and in ſerving it he finds Scope on 
MO on the 
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the Exerciſe and Refinement of his higheſt 
Intellectual and Moral Powers. TüzRE- 
FORE Society, or a State of Civil Govern- 
ment, reſts on theſe two principal Pillars, 
“That in it we find Security againſt 
« thoſe Evils which are unavoidable in 
« Solitude — and obtain thoſe Goods, 
* ſome of which cannot be obtained at 
„ all, and others not ſo well in that 
0 State, where Men depend ſolely on their 
individual Sagacity and Induſtry.” 

From this ſhort Detail it appears that- 
Man 15 a SOCIAL Creature, and formed 
tor a SOCIAL State; and that Society, be- 
ing adapted to che higher Principles and 
Deſtinations of his Nature, muſt, of ne- 
ceſſity, be his NATuRAI. State. 
The Duties ſuited to that 
State, and reſulting from thoſe 
Principles and Deſtinations, or 
in other Words, from our Social Paſſions 
and Social Connections, or Relation to a 
Public Syſtem, are Love of our Country, Re- 
nation and Obedience to the Laws, Public 
\pirit, Love of Liberty, Sacrifice of Life and 
all to the Public, and the like. 

Love of our Country is one of Love of one's 
the nobleſt Paſſions that can Cy 


1 warm 


Political 
Duties. 
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warm and animate the human Breaſt. It 
includes all the limited and particular] Af- 
fections to our Parents, Children, Friends, 
Neighbours, Fellow-Citizens, Country- 
men. It ought to direct and limit their 
more confined and partial Action within 
their proper and natural Bounds, and ne- 
ver let them encroach on thoſe ſacred and 
firſt Regards we owe to the great Public 
to which we belong: Were we folitary 
Creatures, detached from the reſt of Man- 

kind, and without any Capacity of com- 
prehending a public Intereſt, or without 
Affections, leading us to deſire and pur- 
ſue it, it would not be our Duty to mind 
it, nor criminal to neglect it. But, as we are 
ParTs of the Public Syſtem, and are not 
only capable of taking in large Views of 
its Intereſts, but by the ſtrongeſt Aﬀec- 
tions connected with it, and' prompted to 
take a Share of its Concerns, we are under 
the moſt ſacred Ties to proſecute its Se- 
curity and Welfare with the utmoſt Ardor, 
eſpecially in times of public Trial. This 
Love of our Conntry does not import an 
Atrachment to any particular Soil, Cli- 
mate, or Spot of Earth, where perhaps 
we firſt drew our Breath, though thoſe 
Natural 


„ 1 
Natural Ideas are often aſſociated with the 
Moral ones; and, like external Signs or 
Symbols, help to aſcertain and bind them; 


but it imports an Affection to that Moral 
Syſtem, or Community, which is governed 
by the ſame Laws and Magiſtrates, and 
_ whoſe ſeveral Parts are variouſly con- 


need one with the other, and all united 


upon the Bottom of a common Intereſt. 


Perhaps indeed every Member of the 
Community cannot comprehend ſo large 


an Object, eſpecially if it extends through 
large Provinces, and over vaſt Tracts of 


Land; and till leſs can he form ſuch an 
Idea, if there is no Public, i. e. if all are 


ſubjected to the Caprice and unlimited 
Will of one Man; but the Preference the 


Generality ſhew to their native Country; 
the Concern and Longing after it which 


they expreſs, when they have been long 


abſent from it ; the Labours they under- 
take and Sufferings they endure to ſave 
or ſerve it; and the peculiar Attach- 
ment they have to their Country-men, 
evidently demonſtrate that the Paſſion is 
natural, and never fails to exert itſelf, 
when it 1s fairly diſengaged from foreign 


Clogs, and is directed to its proper Object. 


I 2 N Where- 


* 
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Wherever it prevails in its genuine Vi- 
gour and Extent, it ſwallows up all ſordid 
and ſelfiſh Regards, it conquers the Love 
of Eaſe, Power, Pleaſure, and Wealth, 
nay, when the amiable Partialities of 
Friendſhip, Gratitude, private Affection, or 
Regards to a Family, come in Competition 

with it, it will teach us bravely to ſacri- 
fiſce all, in order to maintain the Rights and 
promote or defend the Honour and | Happi- 
neſs of our Country. 


| Refienatim — Reſignation and Obedience to 


. and Obed- the Laws and Orders of the So- 


ence to the 


Tis dc. Ciety to which we belong, are 
un, &c. 


Political Duties neceſſary to its 
very Being and Security, without which 
it muſt ſoon degenerate into a State of 
Licence and Anarchy. The Welfare, nay, 
the Nature of Civil Society, requires that 
there ſhould be a Subordination of Orders, 
or Diverſity of Ranks and” Conditions in 
it ;—that certain Men, or Orders of Men, 
be appointed to ſuper-intend and manage 
ſuch Affairs as concern the Public Safety 
and Happineſs;—that all have their par- 
ticular Provinces aſſigned them; —that 
ſuch a Subordination be ſettled among 
them, as none of them may interfere with 
j ans 
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other; and finally, that certain Rules, or 
common Meaſures of Action, be agreed on, 
by which each is to diſcharge his reſpec- 
tive Duty to govern or be governed, and 
all may concur in ſecuring the Order and 
promoting the Felicity of "the whole Poli- 
tical Body. Thoſe Rules of Action are the 
Laws of the Community, and thoſe diffe- 
rent Orders are the ſeveral Officers, or 
Magiſtrates, appointed by the Public to 
explain them, and ſuper- intend or aſſiſt 
in their Execution. In conlequence of 
this Settlement of Things, it is the Duty 
of each Individual to obey the Laws en- 
acted, to ſubmit to the Executors of them 
with all due Deference and Homage, ac- 
cording to their reſpective Ranks and 
Dignity, as to the Keepers of the Pub- 
lic Peace, and the Guardians of Public 
Liberty ; to maintain his own Rank, and 
perform the Functions of his own Station 
with Diligence, Fidelity, and Incorrup- 
tion. The Superiority of the Higher Or- 
ders, or the Authority with which the 
State has inveſted them, entitle them, 
eſpecially if they employ their Authority 
well, to the Obedience and Submiſſion of 
the lower, and to a proportionable Honour 
L+-. and 


„„ 
and Reſpect from all. The Subordination 
of the lower Ranks claims Protection, 
Defence, and Security, from the higher. 
And the Laws, being ſuperior to all, re- 
gquire the Obedience and Submiſſion of all, 
being the laſt Reſort, beyond which there 


is no Deciſion or Appeal. —Beſides theſe 


natural and ſtated Subordinations in So- 
ciety, there are others accidental and ar- 
tificial, the Opulent and Indigent, the 
Great and the Vulgar, the Ingenious and 
Prudent, and thoſe who are leſs ſo. The 
Opulent are to adminiſter to the Neceſſi- 
ties of the Indigent, and the Indigent to 
return the Fruits of their Labours to the 
Opulent. The Great ought to defend and 
patronize their Dependents and Inferiors, 
and They in their turn, to return their 
combined Strength and Aſſiſtance to the 
Great. The Prudent ſhould improve the 
Ingenuities of the Mind for the Benefit of 
the Induſtrious, and the Induſtrious lend 
the Dexterities of their Strength for the 

Advantage of the Prudent. „ 
Trunlation Public Spirit, Heroic Zeal, 
of Public Spi- Love of Liberty, and the other 
-M * Political Duties, do, above all 
ed ge others, recommend thoſe who 
= practiſe 
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_ practiſe them to the Admiration and Ho- 
mage of Mankind; becauſe as they are 


the Offspring of the nobleſt Minds, ſo 
are they the Parents of the greateſt Bict- 
{ings to Society. Yet exalted as they are, 
it is only in equal and free Governments, 


where they can be exerciſed and have their 


due Effect. For there only does a true 
Public prevail, and there only is the Pub- 
lic Good made the Standard of the Civil 
Conftitution. As the End of Society is 
the Common Intereſt and Welfare of the 


People aſſociated, this End muſt, of ne- 
ceſſity, be the Supreme Law or Common 


Standard, by which the particular Rules of 


Action of the ſeveral Members of the So- 


ciety towards each other are to be regu- 
lated. But a common Intereſt can be no 
other than that which is the Reſult of the 
common Reaſon, or common Feelings of all. 
Private Men, or a particular Order of 
Men, have Intereſts and Feelings pecu- 
liar to themſelves, and of which they may 
be good Judges; but theſe may be ſepa- 
rate from, and often contrary to the Inte- 
reſts and Feelings of the reſt of the Socie- 
ty; and therefore they can have no Right 
to make, and much leſs to impoſe, Laws 
14 on 


. 

on their Fellow- Citizens, inconſiſtent with, 
and oppoſite to thoſe Intereſts and thoſe 
Feelings. Therefore a Society, a Govern- 
ment, or real Public, truly worthy the 
Name, and not a Confederacy of Banditti, 
a Clan of lawleſs Savages, or a Band of 
Slaves under the Whip of a Maſter, muſt 
be ſuch a one as conſiſts of Freemen, chu- 
{ing or conſenting to Laws themſelves ; 
or, ſince it often happens that they cannot 
aſſemble and act in a Collective Body, de- 
legating a ſufficient Number of Repreſen- 
tatives, i.e. ſuch a Number as ſhall moſt 
fully comprehend, and moſt equally re- 
preſent, their common Feelings and common 
Intereſts, to digeſt and vote Laws for the 
Conduct and Controul of the whole Body, 


the moſt agreeable to thoſe common Feel- 


ings and common Intereſts. + 
Palicical Thu:.- - A Society thus conſtituted 
tres of every by common Reaſon, and form- 
Citizen. ed on the Plan of a common In- 
tereſt, becomes immediately an Object of 
public Attention, public Veneration, pub- 
lic Obedience, a public and inviolable At- 
tachment, which ought neither to be ſe- 

duced by Bribes, nor awed by Terrors; an 
Object, in fine, of all thoſe extenſive and 
ER „ impor- 
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important Duties which ariſe from ſo glo- 
rious a Confederacy. To watch over ſuch 
a Syſtem ; to contribute all he can to pro- 
mote its Good by his Reaſon, his Inge- 
nuity, his Strength, and every other Abi- 


lity, whether Natural or Acquired; to 


reſiſt, and, to the utmoſt of his Power, 


defeat every Incroachment upon it, whe- 


ther carried on by ſecret Corruption, or 
open Violence; and to ſacrifice his Eaſe, 


his Wealth, his Power, nay Life itſelf, 
and what is dearer ſtil}, his Family and 


Friends, to defend or fave it, is the Duty, 
the Honour, the Intereſt, and the Happi- 


neſs of every Citizen; it will make him 


venerable and beloved while he lives, be 
lamented and honoured if he falls in ſo 
glorious a Cauſe, and tranſmit his Name 
with immortal Renown to the lateſt Po- 
. 

As the PEOPLE are the g the 


Fountain of Power and Au- Feopte. 
| thority, the original Seat of Majeſty, the 


Authors of Laws, and the Creators of 


Officers to execute them; if they ſhall 


find the Power they have conferred abuſed 


by their Truſtees, their Majeſty violated 


7 by 


1 
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by Tyranny, or by Uſurpation, their Au- 
thority proſtituted to ſupport Violence, or 
ſcreen Corruption, the Laws grown per- 
nicious through Accidents unforeſeen, or 
unavoidable, or rendered ineffectual thro 
the Infidelity and Corruption of the Exe- 
cutors of them ; then it is their Right, and 
what is their Right is their Duty, to re- 
ſume that delegated Power, and call their 
Truſtees to an Account; to reſiſt the Uſur- 
pation, and extirpate the Tyranny; to re- 
ſtore their ſullied Majeſty and proſtituted 
Authority; to ſuſpend, alter, or abrogate 
thoſe Laws, and puniſh their unfaithful 
and corrupt Officers. Nor is it the Duty 
only of the united Body, but every Mem- 
ber of it ought, according to his reſpec- 
tive Rank, Power, and Weight in the 
Community, to concur in advancing and 
ſupporting thoſe glorious Deſigns. 

Of Briton? The Obligations of every 
_ Briton to fulfil the political 
Duties, receive a vaſt Acceſſion of Strength, 
when he calls to mind of what a noble and 
well- balanced Conſtitution of Government 
he has the Honour to partake; a Conſti- 
tution founded on common Reaſon, common 
Conſent, and common Good; a Conſtitution 
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of free and equal Laws, ſecured againſt 


arbitrary Will and popular Licence, by an 
admirable Temperament of the governing 
Powers, controuling and controuled by 
one another. How muſt every one who 
has tolerable Underſtanding to obſerve, or 
tolerable Honeſty to acknowledge its hap- 
py Effects, venerate and love a Conſtitu- 


tion, in which the Majeſty of the People 


is, and has been frequently recognized; 
in which Kings are made and unmade by 


the Choice of the People; Laws enacted or 
annulled only by their own Conſent, and 


for their own Good, in which none can be 
deprived of their Property, abridged of 
their Freedom, or forfeit their Lives, with- 
out an Appeal to the Laws, and the Ver- 
dict of their Peers or Equals; a Conſti- 
tution, in fine, the Nurſe of Heroes, the 
Parent of Liberty, the Patron of Learn- 
ing and Arts, the Dominion of Laws, 
e the Pride of Britain, the Envy of her 


« Neighbours, and their Sanctuary too!“ | 


Ho diſſolute and execrable muſt 
their Character and Conduct be, who, in- 


ſtead of ſacrificing their Intereſt and Am- 


bition, will not part with the leaſt Degree 
of either, to preſerve inviolate, and entail 
in tull Vigour to their Poſterity, ſuch a 

1 | | glo- | 
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| ſuch, if any 
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glorious Conſtitution, the Labour of ſo 
many Ages, and Price of ſo much 
Blood and Treaſure; but would chuſe ra- 


ther to ſacrifice it, and all their own In- 
dependency, Freedom, and Dignity, to 
perſonal Power and hollow Grandeur, to 


any little Pageant of a King, who ſhould 
prefer being the Maſter of Slaves to being 


the Guardian of Freemen, and conſider him- 


ſelf as the Proprietor, not the Father of his 
People - But Words cannot expreſs the 
Selfiſhneſs and Servility of thoſe Men; and 
as little the 3 and heroic Spirit of 
ſuch there are, as have Vir- 
tue enough {till left to ſtem the Torrent of 
Corruption, and guard our ſacred Conſti- 
tution againſt the Profligacy and Pro- 
ſtitution of the Corruptors and the Cor- 
rupted. Pe. 5 


* — * 4. 8 
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SECT. Iv. 
3 Duty to GoD. 


Ee ETC F all the Relations which 
wor, SOD! the human Mind ſuſ- 
: tains, that which ſubſiſts be- 
1 tween 


1 | 
tween the Creator and his Creatures, the 
ſupreme Lawgriver and his Subjects, is the 
higheſt and the beſt. This Relation ariſes 
from the Nature of a Creature in general, 


and the Conſtitution of the human Mind in 


particular; the nobleſt Powers and Affec- 
tions of which point to an Aniverſal Mind, 


and would be imperfect and abortive with- 
out ſuch a Direction. How lame then 


muſt that Syſtem of Morals be, which 
leaves a Deity out of the Queſtion! How 
diſconſolate, and how deſtitute of its firm- 
eſt Support! a Lien 


It does not appear, from any Exiſtence of 


true Hiſtory or Experience of Gd. 


the Mind's Progreſs, that any 

Man by any formal Deduction of his 
diſcurſive Powers, ever reaſoned himſelf in- 
to the Belief of a God. Whether ſuch a 
Belief is only ſome natural Anticipation of 
Soul, or is derived from Father to Son, 
and from one Man to another, in the Way 
of Tradition, or is ſuggeſted to us in con- 


ſequence of an immutable Law of our Na- 


ture, on beholding the auguſt Aſpect and 
beautiful Order of the Univerſe, we will 
not pretend to determine. What ſeems 
moſt agreeable to Experience is, that a 
Senſe of its Beauty and Grandeur, and 2 

3 ad- 


a” 
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admirable Fitneſs of one thing to another 
in its vaſt Apparatus, leads the Mind ne- 
ceſſarily and unavoidatly to a Perception of 
Deyn, or of a dgſigning Cauſe, the Origin 
of all, by a Progreſs as ſimple and natu- 
ral, as that by which a beautiful Picture, 
or a fine Building, ſuggeſts to us the Idea of 
an excellent Artiſt. For it ſeems to hold 
univerſally true, that wherever we diſcern 
a Tendency, or Co-operation of Things, o- 
wards a certain End, or producing a com- 
mon Effect, there, by a neceſſary Law of 
Aſſociation, we apprehend De/ign, a deſign- 
ing Energy, or Cauſe. No matter whether 
the Objects are natural or artificial, ſtill 

that Suggeſtion is unavoidable, and the 
Connection between the Effect and its ade- 
quate Cauſe, obtrudes itſelf on the Mind, 
and it requires no nice Search or elabo- 
rate Deduction of Reaſon, to trace or prove 
that Connection. We are particularly 
ſatisfied of its Truth in the Subje before 
us, by a kind of direct Intuition, and we 
do not ſeem to attend to the Maxim we 
learn in Schools, That there cannot be 
0 an ininite Series of Cauſes and Effefis 
* producing and produced by one an- 
other.“ Nor do we feel a great Ac- 
_ cefſion of Lge and Conviction a we 
ave , 


lo] 
have learned it. We are conſcious of our 
Exiftence, of Thought, Sentiment, and Paſ- 
fon, and ſenſible withal that theſe came 
not of ourſelves, therefore we immedi- 
ately recognize a Parent Mind, an Origi- 
nal Intelligence, from whom we borrowed 
thoſe little Portions of Thought and Ac- 
tivity. And while we not only feel kind 
Affections in ourſelves, and diſcover them 
in others, but likewiſe behold all round us 
ſuch a Number and Variety of Creatures, 
endued with Natures nicely adjuſted to 
their ſeveral Stations and Oeconomies, 
ſupporting and ſupported by each other, 
and all ſuſtained by a common Order of 
Things, and ſharing different Degrees of 
Happineſs, according to their reſpective 
Capacities, we are naturally and neceſſa- 
rily led up to the Father of ſuch a nume- 
rous Offspring, the Fountain of ſuch wide- 
ſpread Haz ppineſs. As we conceive this 
Being before all, above all, and greater. 
than all, we naturally, and without Rea- 
ſoning, "aſcribe to him every kind of Per- 
fection, Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs with- 
out Bounds, exiſting through all Time, and 
pervading all Space. We ap- I Relation 
ply to him thoſe glorious Epi- # the bumar 
thets of our Creator, Preſerver, „unt, 
Benefactor, 
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Benefactor, the ſupreme Lord and Law- 
giver of the whole Society of rational in- 
telligent Creatures. — Not only the Im- 
perſections and Wants of our Being and 
Condition, but ſome of the c ble Inſtincis 
and Affections of our Minds, connect us 
with this great and univerſal Nature. The 
Mind, in its Progreſs from Object to Ob- 
ject, from one Character and Proſpect of 
Beauty to another, finds ſome Blemiſh or 
Deficiency in each, and ſoon exhauſts or 
grows weary and diſſatisfied with its Sub- 
ject; it ſees no Character of Excellency 
among Men, equal to that Pitch of Eſteem 
which it is capable of exerting; no Object 
within the Compaſs of human Things ade- 
quate to the Strength of its Affection. 
Nor can it ſtop any where in this ſelf-ex- 
panſive Progreſs, or find Repoſe after its. 
higheſt Flights, till it arrives at a Being of 
unbounded Greatneſs and Worth, on 
whom it may employ its ſublimeſt Powers 
without exhauſting the Subject, and give 
Scope to the utmoſt Force and Fulneſs of 
its Love, without Satiety or Diſguſt. So 
that the Nature of this Being correſponds 
to the Nature of Man ; nor can his intelli- 
gent and moral Powers obtain their en- 
tire End, but on the Suppoſition of ſuch 
7 5 | ERP oe a Being, 
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a Being, and without a real Sympathy 
and Communication with him. The na- 
tive Propenſity of the Mind to reverence 
whatever is great and wonderful in Nature, 
finds a proper Object of Homage in him 
who ſpread out the Heavens and the 
Earth, and who ſuſtains and governs the 


Whole of Things. The Admiration of 


Beauty, the Love of Order, and the Com- 
Placency we feel in Goodneſs, mult riſe to 
the higheſt Pitch, and attain the full Vi- 
gour and Joy of their Operations, when 
they unite in him who is the Sum and 
Source of all Perfection. 
It is evident from the ſlight- 3 
eſt Survey of Morals, that 2 
how punctual ſoever one may 

be in performing the Duties which reſult 


from our Relations to Mankind; yet to 


be quite deficient in performing thoſe 
which ariſe from our Relation to the Al- 
mighty, muſt argue a ſtrange Perverſion 
of Reaſon or Depravity of Heart, If im- 
perfect Degrees of Worth attract our Ve- 
neration, and if the Want of it would im- 
ply an Inſenſibility, or, which is worſe, 
an Averſion to Merit, what Lameneſs of 
Affection and Immorality of Character 


mult 1 it be to be unaffected with, and much 


more 


1 % 
more to be ill - affected to a Being of ſu- 
perlative Worth! To love Society, or 
particular Members of it, and yet to have 
no Senſe of our Conripaion with its Head, 
no Affection to our common Parent and 
Benefactor; to be concerned about the 
Approbation or Cenſure of our Fellow- 
Creatures, and yet to feel nothing of this 
kind towards Him who ſees and weighs 
our Actions with unerring Wiſdom and 
Juſtice, and can fully reward or puniſh 
them, betrays equal Madneſs and Partia- 
lity of Mind. It is plain therefore beyond 
all doubt, that ſome Regards are due to 
the great Father of all, in whom every 
lovely and adorable Quality combines to 
inſpire Veneration and Homage. 
n As it has been obſerved & 
mion 6 . ready, that our Affections de- 
nd on our Opinions of their 
Objects, and generally keep pace with 
them, it muſt be of the higheſt Impor- 
tance, and ſeems to be among the firſt 
Duties we owe to the Author of our Be- 
ing, © to form the leaſt imperfect, ſince 
Wwe cannot form perfect Conceptions of 
his Charafter and Adminiſtration. For 
ſuch Conceptions thoroughly imbibed, will 
render our Religion rational, and our Di/- 


pofations 


©. 


poſitions refined. If our Opinions are di- 
minutive and diſtorted, our Religion will 


be ſuperſtitious, and our Temper abject. 


Thus, if we aſcribe to the Deity that falſe 
Majeſty, which conſiſts in the unbenevo- 


lent and ſullen Exerciſe of mere Vill or 


Power, or {uppoſe him to delight in the 
Proſtrations of ſervile Fear, or as ſervile 
Praiſe, he will be worſhiped with mean 
Adulation, and a Profuſion of Compli- 
ments. Farther, if he be looked upon 


as a ſtern and implacable Being, delight- 


ing in Vengeance, he will be adored with 
pompous Offerings, Sacrifices, or what- 
ever elſe might be thought proper to ſooth 
and mollify him. But if we believe per- 
felt Goodneſs to be the Character of the Su- 
preme Being, and that he loves thoſe moſt 
who reſemble him moſt, the Worſhip paid 
him will be rational and ſublime, = 84 his 
Worſhipers will ſeek to pleaſe him, by 
imitating that Goodneſs which they adore. 
The Foundation then of all 3 
true Religion is rational Faith. Fu, 
And of a rational Faith theſe 

ſeem to be the chief Articles, to believe, 


„that an infinite all- perfect Mind exiſts, - 
„ who has no oppoſite nor any ſeparate 


«: Intereſt from that of his Creatures, — 
We that 
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45 that he ſuper- intends and governs all 
Creatures and Things, — that his Good- 


„ neſs extends to all his Creatures, in 


different Degrees indeed, according to 


* their reſpective Natures, but without any 
Partiality or Envy, — that he does every 
thing for the beſt, or in a Subſerviency 
to the Perfection and Happineſs of the 
„Whole, — particularly, that he -directs 


A $6 


* 


* 


and governs the Affairs of Men, —in- 


e ſpects their Actions, —diſtinguiſhes the 


Good from the Bad, —loves and be- 
* friends the former, —is diſpleaſed with 


and pities the latter in his World, — 
and will, according to their reſpective 


« Deſerts, reward one and puniſh the 


4 other in the next; — that, in fine, he s 


* always carrying on a Scheme of Vir- 
tue and Happineſs through an unlimited 


“ Duration, — and is ever guiding the Uni. 
« verſe through its ſucceſſive Stages and 


Periods, to higher Degrees of Perfec- 


« tion and Felicity.“ This is true T heiſm, 


the glorious Scheme of divine Faith; 2 


Scheme exhibited in all theWorks of God, 


and executed through his whole Admini- 


ſtration. 


Morality of This Faith well founded, 


Theiſm. and deeply felt, is nearly con- 


nect 
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| 3 „„ 
all nected with a frue moral Taſte, and hath a 
od- powerful Efficacy on the Temper and 


= Manners of the Theiſt. He who admires 
to {Ml Goodneſs in others, and delights in the 
any Practice of it, muſt be conſcious of a 


ery reigning Order within, a Rectitude and 
Candor of Heart, which diſpoſes him to 
entertain favourable Apprehenſions of 
Men, and from an impartial Survey of 
things, to preſume that good Order and 
good Meaning prevail in the Univerſe ; and 
if good Meaning and good Order, then 
an ordering, an intending Mind, who is no 
Enemy, no Tyrant to his Creatures, but 
a Friend, a Benefactor, an indulgent Sove- 
reign.—On the other hand, a a 1 
a bad Man, having nothing 9417 
goodly or generous to contem- 
Mate within, no right Intentions, nor Ho- 
neſty of Heart, ſuſpects every Perſon and 
every Thing, and beholding Nature thro' 
the Gloom of a ſelfiſh and guilry Mind, 
s either averſe to the Belief of a reigning 
Order, or, if he cannot ſuppreſs the un- 
conquerable Anticipations of a governing 
Mind, he is prone to tarniſh the Beauty of 
Nature, and to impute Malevolence, or 
Blindneſs and Impotence at leaſt to the 
Hyereign Ruler. He turns the Univerſe 
a into 


„ 

into a forlorn and horrid Waſte, and tranſ- 
fers his ow nCharacter to the Deity, by aſcrib- 
ing to him that uncommunicative Gran- 

deur, that arbitrary or revengeful Spirit 

which he affects or admires in himſelf. As 

ſuch a Temper of Mind naturally leads to 


Atheiſm, or to a Superſtition full as bad; 


therefore as far as that Temper depends 
on the unhappy Creature in whom it pre- 
vails, the Propenſity to Atheiſm or Super- 
ſtition conſequent thereto, muſt be immo- 
ral. Farther, if it be true that the Belief 
or Senſe of a Deity is natural to the Mind, 
and the Evidence of his Exiſtence reflected 
from his Works ſo full, as to ſtrike even 
the moſt ſuperficial Obſerver with Con- 
viction, then the ſupplanting or corrupt- 
ing that Senſe, or the Want of due At- 
tention to that Evidence, and in conſe- 
quence of both, a ſapine Ignorance, or 
affected Unbelief of a Deity, muſt argue a 
bad Temper, or an immoral Turn of 
Mind. In the caſe of invincible Igno- 
rance, or- a very bad Education, though 
nothing can be concluded directly againſt 

the Character, yet whenever ill Paſſions 
and Habits pervert the Judgment, and 
by perverting the Judgment terminate in 


Atheiſm, then the Caſe becomes plainly 


criminal. | But 
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But-let Caſuiſts determine 93, Conner. 
this as they will, a true Faith tion of The- 
in the divine Character and 7 #4 
3 "hs." irtue. 
Adminiſtration, is generally the Ty 
Conſequence of a virtuous State of Mind. 
The Man who is truly and habitually 
good, feels the Love of Order, of Beauty, 


and - Goodneſs, in the ſtrongeſt Degree, 


and therefore cannot be inſenſible to thoſe 


Emanations of them which appear in all 


the Works of God, nor help loving their 
ſupreme Source and Model. He cannot 
but think, that he who has poured ſuch 
Beauty and Goodneſs over all his Works, 


mult himſelf delight in Beauty and Good- 


neſs, and what he delights in muſt be both 
amiable and happy. Some indeed there 
are, and it is Pity there ſhould be any 
ſuch, who, through the unhappy Influ- 
ence of a wrong Education, have enter- 
tained dark and unfriendly Thoughts of a 
Deity, and his Adminiſtration, though 
otherwiſe of a virtuous Temper them- 
ſelves. However it muſt be acknowledg- 
ed, that ſuch Sentiments have, for the 
moſt part, a bad Effe& on the Temper ; 
and when they have not, it is becauſe the 
undepraved Affections of an honeſt Heart 
are more powerful in their Operation, 


than 


1 
| | 
4 


8 9 * 
F: N 
N 
. ul If l 2 
1 * 
9 q 
by 110) 1 
. ; \ ; 
— * + : 
' "I 2 
'} »& © 
. 1 5 4 
: * E t 
* 
3 140 
1 j | W 
5 FT 1 
1 in l { 
\ 
| TH 4K 
Ml 4 - 
' . Fol | 
| "5 21 
. 1 
N 
y ! 
W - "2 
1 a 
2 
YT 1 4 
4» & | 
: i 
4 \ L 
i 1 
; } 
' + * 
| 1% | N 
1 : I 
A 3 1 F 
70 1 ! 
26 2 
/ ; i 
1 ! 
7 111 
s #] ih 
i f ] | 
bY. 
: y l 74 
{i ] ' 
: 11 ll 
' 14 15 
1 \j 
| { 1 
% : 1 l | 
: 1 Fi 
= 1 1 
| N 4 — 
4 * 17 ny 
3 1! 
i 
1 1 9 
' M t 
N «3 ni 
| ' 
; \ 
. 4 #7 1 
Ne 
_ WO 7 
| ! 
i WR > 13 
i ; W. ' 
III 
j 55 * 11 
: I» 0: 
19 6 
| 16 
j tf. i. 1% 
' SESS 
Ws 
1 KY! 
j {0 2] 
3.0% 1 | RE 
. 5 
1 5 1 
: 1 
N 5 1 
. "HFS 
a 4 N 1 
# | 1 
f ö 
\ , 
i 
i 47 ue 
17 
* 1 
1 0 1 
IS N 
ö * Ts t , 
11. K 
: * p 
i 15 
1 
. 4 % o 
[ ; 
36 118 
Y j 
" 6 
7 b +4 
* * 4 
N * | 
l If : 
. a 1 * q 
| 1 
1 
20M. 
! "4 27 + q 
' 74 
D 
: N 
1 f 
, . 
aw: 
6 N 
LT ＋ K. 
1 
, 
' 4 
* E Ty 
WT: Y 1 
}, * * 
14% 
| 861 IH 
e 
: 3.3 
i : 4: { 
N 1 0 
: Ws "ni 4 
n 
' * My } 
| N 19 ' 
[ 14 i ** 
| * 7 f 
T 83 3”. 
| MAPLE 1 
+ } . [4 
.. * 
: 1 My : 
[> 'W FF 
j 43'S 3 
: Mil” 7 
' B09 © 
1 Y +&; 
1 1 19 1 
«0 4 £3 $ 
wy 4 1 
[ i311 70418 
| 4! 2 
T9 S : 
o 2% £1 Wl 
1 5 * * 
* . n 5. 
j by 1 
y 138 
| 1 4 . 
' 4 * 
) FL 114 
, « 
1H 1 1 1 
4. i x 
; . 
-- HB 7 L U 
; , 1 
i 4 
1 + t 
1 3 y 
: 4 
= 110 
"4 - 
i! 44 
» 3Ft - 
1 1 * 
' is 7 
a | Tag 10 
1 
1 0 
: TT 
o Ws, 
c y : KS 
' { 
: "3 i 
' [4 } 
4 | 
iy £ 4 
' 19 l 
/ ) 1 7 1 
1 23 1 . 
' | F * i 
AL: 
t F 
; 1 y 
i N. 
'T 438 
: y \ 
N Yr 
: f 4 
11 $735 
| 3 3091] 1 
' * 
N 8 
1 
1 * 
ie 
4 


Enns 


than the ſpeculative Opinions of an ill- 
formed Head. 


Dae of.” But wherever right Concep- 
Gratitude, tions of the Deity and his Pro- 
Love, &. vidence prevail, when he is 
conſidered as the inexhauſted Source of 
Light, and Love, and Joy, as acting in 


the joint Character of a Father and Go- 
vernor, imparting an endleſs Variety of 
Capacities to his Creatures, and ſupplying 


them with every thing neceſſary to their 
full Completion and Happineſs, what Ve- 


neration and Gratitude muſt ſuch Concep- 
tions thoroughly believed, excite in the 
Mind! How natural and delightful muſt 


it be to one whoſe Heart is open to the 
Perception of Truth, and of every thing 
fair, great, and wonderful in Nature, to 


contemplate and adore him, who 1s the 


firſt fair, the firſt great, and firſt wonder- 
ful; in whom Wiſdom, Power, and Good- 
neſs, dwell vitally, eſſentially, originally, 
and act in perfect Concert! What Grar- 


 deur is here to fill the moſt enlarged Ca- 


pacity, what Beauty to engage the moſt 
ardent Love, what a Maſs of Wonders in 
ſuch Exuberance of Perfection to aſtoniſh 
and delight the human Mind through an 
unfailing Duration - 
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If the Deity.is conſidered as. 


our ſupreme Guardian and Be- * Me- 
nefaclor, as the Father of Mer- 1 


cies, who loves his Creatures with hs 


Tenderneſs, and, in a particular manner, 
all good Men, nay, who delights in Good- 
neſs, even in its moſt impertect Degrees; 
what Reſignation, what Dependence, what 
generous Confidence, what Hope in God, 


and his all-wiſe Providence, muſt ariſe in 
the Soul that is poſſeſſed of ſuch amiable 


Views of him? All thoſe Exerciſes of 


Piety, and above all a ſuperlative Eſteem 


and Love, are directed to God as to their 
natural, their ultimate, and indeed their 
only. adequate Object; and though the im- 
menſe Obligations we haye received from 
him, may excite in us more lively Feel- 
ings of divine Goodneſs than a general 
and abſtracted Contemplation of it, yet the 
Aﬀections of Gratitude and Love are them- 


ſelves of the, generous diſintereſted kind, 


not the Reſult of Self. intereſt, or Views 
of Reward. * | A perfect Character, in 
which we always ſuppoſe infinite Good- 
nels, guided by unerring Wiſdom, and 
ſupported by Almighty Power, is the 
We de of ; Prefect Love; ; and tho? 


KR that 


1 1 4 Butler's Ser non on the Love 97 * God, 
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Ca) 
that Character ſuſtains to us the Relation of 
a Benefafor, yet the Mind, deeply ſtruck 
with that Perfection, is quite Joſt amidſt 
ſuch a Blaze of Beauty, and grows as it 
were inſenſible to thoſe minuter Irradia- 
tions of it upon itſelf. To talk therefore 
of a mercenary Love of God, or which has 
Fear for its principal Ingredient, is equally 
impious and abſurd. If we do not love 
the lovelieſt Object in the Univerſe for his 
own Sake, no Proſpect of Good or Fear 
of Ill can ever bribe our Eſteem, or cap- 
tivate our Love. Theſe Affections are 
too noble to be bought or ſold, or bar- 
tered in the way of Gain; Worth, or Me- 
vit, is their Object, and their Reward is 
ſomething ſimilar in kind. Whoever ir 
dulges ſuch Sentiments and Affections to- 
wards the Deity, muſt be confirmed in 
the Love of Virtue, in a Deſire to imitate 
its all- perfect Pattern, and in a chearful 
Security that all his great Concerns, thoſe 
of his Friends, and of the Univerſe, ſhall 
be abſolutely ſafe under the Conduct of 
unerring Wiſdom, and unbounded Good- 
neſs. It is in his Care and Providence 
alone that the good Man, who 1s anxious 
for the Happineſs of all, finds perfect 
Serenity, a Serenity neither ruffled by 
I 1 partial 


(219) 
of partial Il], nor ſoured by private Diſap- 
K pointment. S300 


Iſt When we conſider the un- l 

it ſtained Purity and abſolute N Hance, 
la- Perfection of the Divine Na- 

ore ture, and reflect withal on the Imperfec- 
nas tion and various Blemiſhes of our own, 


we muſt ſink, or be convinced we ought 
to ſink, into the deepeſt Humility and Pro- 
{tration of Soul before him, who is ſo won- 
derfully great and holy. When farther, we 
call to mind what low and languid Feelings 
wehaveof theDivine Preſence and Majeſty, 


verſal Goodneſs, nay what ungrateful Re- 
turns we have made to it, how far we 
come ſhort of the Perfection of his Law, 
and the Dignity of our own Nature, how 
much we have indulged to the ſelfiſh Paſ- 
tons, and how little to the benevolent 
ones, we mult be conſcious that it is our 
Duty to repent of a Temper and Conduct 
ſo unworthy our Nature, and unbecom- 
ng our Obligations to its Author, and to 
relolve and endeavour to act a wiſer and 
better Part for the future. The Connec- 
tion of our Depravity and Folly with in- 
ward Remorſe, and many outward Cala- 
mities, being eſtabliſhed by the Deity 


what Inſenſibility of his fatherly and uni- 
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a greater Conformity to the Divine Wil 


quities paſs unpuniſhed, yet he cannot 


"6 £26.) 


himſelf, is a natural Intimation of his met 
Preſent Diſpleaſure with us; and a Pro- of 
Penſity to continue in the ſame Courſe, ſhal 
Contracted in conſequence of the Laws of Mer 


Habit, gives us juſt Ground of Fear, that not « 


we are obnoxious to his farther Diſplea- at | 
ſure, as that Propenſity gives a Stability thou 
to our Vice and Folly, and forebodes our IM Lig} 
Perſeverance in them. 33 


MI Subj; 
Neverthelefs, from the Cha- Thei 


Pe, rafter which his Works exhi- any f 


Pardon. 


bit of him, from thoſe Delays MW ſupre 


or Alleviations of Puniſhment which Of- to ex; 


fenders often experience, and from the II lity, 


merciful Tenour of his Adminiſtration in ¶ to hi 
many other Inſtances, the ſincere Penitent ¶ that B 
may entertain good Hopes that his Pa- to em 
rent and Judge will not be ſtrict to mark I fulneſ 
Iniquity, but will be propitious and fa - vincin 
vourable to him, if he honeſtly endea- I any xe 
vours to avoid his former Practices, and Relig 
ſubdue his former Habits, and to live in Ml faithfu 


for the future. If any Doubts or Fears 
ſhould ſtill remain, how far it may be 
conſiſtent with the Rectitude and Equity 
of the Divine Government to let his Int- 


think it unſuitable to his paternal Cle- 
. . mency 


nitent 
is Pa- 
mark 
ad fa- 
endea- 
85 and 
live in 
je Will 
i Fears 
nay be 
Equity 
his Ini- 
cannot 


nal Cle- 
mency) 


( 221 
mency and Wiſdom to contrive a Method 
of retrieving the penitent Offender, that 
ſhall unite and reconcile the, Majeſty and 


Mercy of his Government. If Reaſon can- 
not of itſelf ſuggeſt ſuch a Scheme, it gives 
at leaſt ſome Ground to expect it. But 


though natural Religion cannot let in more 


Light and Aſſurance on ſo intereſting a 
Subject, yet it will teach the humble 


Theiſt to wait with great Submiſſion for 
any farther Intimations it may pleaſe the 
ſupreme Governor to give of his Will; 
to examine with Candour and Impartia- 


lity, whatever Evidence ſhall be propoſed 


to him of a Divine Revelation, whether 


that Evidence is natural or ſupernatural ; 
to embrace it with Veneration and Chear- 
fulneſs, if the Evidence is clear and con- 
vincing; and finally, if it bring to light 
any new Relations or Connections, natural 
Religion will perſuade its ſincere Votary 


faithfully to comply with the Obligations, 


and perform the Duties which reſult from 
thoſe Relations and Connections. — This is 
Theiſm, Piety, the Completion of Merality ! 
We muſt farther obſerve, Worſhip 
that all thoſe Affections which Praiſe, 
we ſuppoſed to regard the Haas... a 
Deity as their immediate and © | 
8 „ 


+ ka 
k 
| 
' 
FRM 
' 
1 
* 


— 


—— —-— = — 
— — 
TT — — PR 


” oy 
—— — —iu 


# 
—— 
_ . ___ 8 —_ 4. —_—_ * » — _ - : — 
— - — - - Fu 8 
> . : . — - — — — 2 * K — bs —— 4, — 
— SC as and ao 7. — — —— — + — — « —— 
= — - — - - wy * b — 1 hs — _ "ay! — 2 
= g £ l 8 * — yn > * - be * 
i — IE — a x —— BE GCE ao W 2 
2 2 L — F 3 . 3 - — l 7 * — — = 
— in. — — Su; 3 — 2 —— . — A — — — as 2 — 
4 4 C — m — — « _- - — _— _— Þ 4 
- 37 — — —— 3 
= - 2 2 — 929282 = 


——— nn 


— Eee ere 
So 8 7 4 
. . _- 2 
— 23 — ” 4 
— x 


Lap _ 
3 22 — 
— — 2 
_— 7 > 
— - d 


$ , — 
= bows 

— 2 
_—— —_— 


m — = — * iy — 
* * < — C —— — 
——ñ—— l — ů — —y—ö r r — 
7 — — 7 
aj — — * — £ — Sx 


— 
8 = 


— 


> 
. 
— 


. * — — 4 
— — — — 
— —ñ403 — — — — 
mA — 


— — gon yon oe 
0 2 * ——_ 


— 


— a 8 — _ 
— — - —— — 5 
— 1 — *— ITE 
| ———— — 1 — > oat i EA — 
— P — 9 
r — C 
- 8 — 


* yr = — 
— — © 1 
—— — —-— - 


£2 ea EE Ir As. 
— — FP 


> 3 #4 
# —_— — — * A 2 — 1 
— . 
— = 


Wing 


_ 2 — 
— — — 
— — — 


RE l — — 
—— 
— — 
* 
= 


— — * — — — — 


= — * 
— — — —2—U—— ——ñedßñ — — 
— 
— ar . 


- 
— ADS —- 25 
f 


——— — — 
* — 
— — — 2 — 
ee es ⁵%ĩ⁊1ꝛ EE — = * 


2 — 8 
— . ** — my — — — 

A ——— —— — — 
EE mY — . — — Fr; 


. — — — 
hb * < - 
So A——ů—— — SIG — A” — —— 83 
E _—_—_ . — ma 
* * 3 — . -_ 1 o 


enn . 
primary Object, are vital Energies of the 
Soul, and conſequently exert themſelves 
into Act, and like all its other Energies, 
gain Strength or greater Activity by that 
Exertion. It is therefore our Duty as well as 
higheſt Iutereſt, often at ſtated Times, and 
by decent and ſolemn Acts, to contem- 
plate and adore the great Original of our 
Exiſtence, the Parent of all Beauty, and 
of all Good; to expreſs our Veneration 

and Love, by an awful and devout Re- 
_ cognition of his Perfections, and to evi- 
_ dence our Gratitude, by celebrating his 
_ Goodneſs, and thankfully acknowledging 
all his Benefits. It is likewiſe our Daty, 
by proper Exerciſes of Sorrow and Humi- 
lation, to confeſs our Ingratitude and 
| Folly, to ſignify our Dependence on God, 
and our Confidence in bis Goodneſs, by 
imploring his Bleſſing and gracious Con- 
currence in aſſiſting the Weakneſs, and 
curing the Corruptions of our Nature; 
and finally, to teſtify our Senſe of his Au- 
thority and our Faith in his Government, 
by devoting ourſelves to do his Will, and 
reſigning ourſelves to his Diſpoſal, Theſe 
Duties are not. therefore obligatory, be- 
cauſe the Deity needs or can be profited 
by them; but as they are apparently de- 
38 5 N 5 | cent 
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. 
tent and moral, ſuitable to the Relations 
he ſuſtains of our Creator, Benefactor, Law- 
giver, and Judge, expreſſive of our State 
and Obligations, and improving to our 
Tempers, by making us more Rational, 
Social, God-like, and conſequently more 
Happy. | 7 

We have now conſidered 
INTERNAL Piety, or the Wor- Pash. 
ſhip of the Mind, that which is EF 
in Spirit, and in Truth; we ſhall con- 
clude this Section with a ſhort Account of 
that which is ExTERNAL, External Wor- 


ſhip is founded on the ſame Principles as 


Internal, and of as ſtrict moral Obliga- 


tion. It is either private or public. De- 


votion, that is inward, or purely intellectual, 
is too ſpiritual. and abſtracted an Opera- 
tion for the Bulk of Mankind. The Ope- 
rations of their Minds, ſuch eſpecially as 
are employed on the moſt ſublime, immate- 
rial Objects, muſt be aſſiſted by their out- 
ward Organs, or by ſome Help from the 
Imagination, otherwiſe they will be ſoon 
diſſipated by ſenſible Impreſſions, or grow 


tireſome if too long continued. Ideas are 


ſuch fleeting things, that they muſt be 
fixed, and ſo ſubtle, that they mult be 
expreſſed and delineated as it were, by ſen- 
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2 . 
ſible Marks and Images, otherwiſe we 
cannot attend to them, nor be much af 
fected by them. TRHERETORE verbal Ado- 
ration, Prayer, Praije, Ihanbſgiving, and 
Confeſſion, are admirable Aids to inward 
Devotion, fix our Attention, compoſe 
and enliven our Thoughts, impreſs us 
more deeply with a Senſe of the awful 
Preſence in which we are, and, by a na- 
tural and mechanical ſort of dener, 
tend to heighten thoſe devout Feelings 
and Affections which we ought to enter- 
tain, and after this manner reduce into 
formal and explicit Act. 
1 This holds true in an ber 
. Degree in the caſe of puzrie 
+». Worſhip, where the Preſence 
of our Fellow- ereatures, and the power- 
ful Contagion of the ſecial Affections con- 
ſpire to kindle and ſpread the devout 
Flame with greater Warmth and Energy. 
To conclude: As Ced is the Parent and 
Head of the ſocial Syſtem, as he has formed 
us for a ſocial State, as by one we find the 
beſt Security againſt the IIls of Life, and 
in the other enjoy its greateſt Comforts, 
and as by means of both, our Nature at- 
tains its higheſt Improvement and Perfec- 
tion; and moreover, as thereare public Bleſ- 


ſings 


 ( 225 ) 
Anger and Crimes in which we all ſhare in 
ſome degree, and public Wants and Dan- 
gers to which all are expoſed, it is there: 
fore evident, that the various and folemn 
Offices of public Religion, are Duties of in- 
diſpenſible moral Obligation, among the 
beft Cements of Society, the firmeſt 
Prop of Government, and the faireſt Or- 
nament of both. _ 2 
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B 0 0 . III. 
8 E 0 . . 
| Of Practical Ethics, or the Culture if 
4 the Mind. 
Dignity EY I TE have now gone thro* 
oft . | a particular Detail of 
75 mo the ſever Duties we owe to 


 OuRsELVvEs, te SOCIETY, and 
10 Gov. In conſidering the fir# Order 
of Duties, we Juſt touched on the Me- 
thods of acquiring the different kinds of 
Goods, which we are led by Nature to 

purſue; 


* 


8 
purſue; only we left the Conſideration of 
the Method of acquiring the Moral Goods 


of the Mind to a Section by itſelf, becauſe 


of its ſingular Importance. This Section 


then will contain a brief Enumeration of 


the Arts of acquiring Virtuous Habits, and- 
of eradicating Vitious Ones, as far as is con 
ſiſtent with the Brevity of ſuch a: Work; 
a Subject of the utmoſt Difficulty as well. 
as Importance in Morals ;. to which; ne- 
vertheleſs, the leaſt Attention has been ge- 
nerally given by Moral Writers. This will 


properly follow a Detail of Duty, - as it 
will direct us to ſuch Means or Helps as 
are moſt neceſſary and. conducive to the 


Practice of it. 


In the firſt Part of this In- Senſibl:Ideas 


quity we traced the Order in and /enfible 
which the Paſſions ſhoot up in 7e. 

the different Periods of human Life. 
That Order is not accidental, or depen- 
dent on the Caprice of Men, or the Influ- 


ence of Cuſtom and Education; but ariſes 


from the Original Conſtitution and Laws 
of our Nature; of which this is one, vis. 


«© That ſenſeble Objects make the firſt 


* and ftrongeſt Impreſſions on the Mind.“ 


Theſe, . by means of our outward Organs 
being conveyed to the Mind, become Ob- 


jects 
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086-3. - 
ects of its Attention, on which it reflects, 


when the outward Objects. are no longer 


preſent, or, in other words, when the Im- 


778 5 upon the outward Organs ceaſe. 


heſe Objects of the Mind's Reflection 


are called Ideas or, Inages. Towards. theſe, 
by another Law of. our Nature, we are 
not altogether indifferent, but correſpon- 
dent Movements of Defire or Averfion, Love 


or Hatred, ariſe, according as the Objects, 


of which they are Images or Copies, made 


an agreeable or diſegreeable Impreſſion on 


our Organs. Thoſe Ideas and Affections 


which we experience in the firſt Period of 


Life, we refer to the Bopy, or to'SENsE ;, 
and the Tas TE which is formed towards 
them, we call a SENSIBLE, or a merely 
NATURAL TASTE ; and the Objects cor- 
reſponding to them we in general call 


GOOD or PLEAS ANT. 
Ideas of But, as the Mind moves 


Beauty =" forward in its Courſe, it ex- 
a fine Taſte. 


which it obſerves Uniformity, Variety, Si- 
militude, Symmetry of Parts, Reference to an 
End, Novelty, Grandeur. Theſe compole 
2 vaſt Train and Diverſity of Imagery, 


which the Mind compounds, divides, and 
| moulds 


tends.its Views, and receives a 
new and more complex Set of Ideas, in 


| _ ( 229 

moulds into a thouſand Forms, in the 
Abſence of thoſe Objects which firſt in- 
troduced it. And this more complicated 
Imagery ſuggeſts a new Train of De/ires 
and Afettzons, full as ſprightly and engag- 
ing as any which have yet appeared. This 
whole Claſs of Perceptions or Impreſſions is 
referred to the IMAGINATION, and forms. 
an higher Taſte than the Sen/ible, and 


which has an immediate and mighty In- 
fuence on the finer Paſſions. of our Na- 


ture, and is commonly termed a ris 
TasTE;- 11h | 5 ; N 72 ** 7 _ 70 138. 
The Objects which correſpond to this 


Taſte we uſe to call beautiful; harmonious, 


great, or wonderful, or in general by the 
Name of BERAUurx L. „ Ci 
wards and increaſing its Stock and a Moral 


of Ideas, aſcends from thoſe to Je. 


an higher Species of Objects, viz. the Or. 
der and Mutual Relations of Minds to each 
other, their reciprocal. Mectious, Charac- 
ters, Afions, and various Aspects. In theſe 
it diſcevers a Beauty; a Grandeur, a Deco- 
rum, more. intereſting-and alluring than in 
any of the former kinds. Theſe Objects, 
or the Images of them, paſſing in review 
before the Mind, do, by a neceſſary _— 
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of our Nature, call forth another and no- 
bler Set of Affections, as Admiration,, 


Efteem, Love, Honour, Gratitude, Benevo- 
tence, and others of the like Tribe F his 
Claſs of Perceptions and their correſpo 

dent Affections, we refer becauſe of their 
Objects (Manxzxs) to a Mora Senſe, 


and call the Tafe or Temper they excite | 
Mok ar. 


And the Objects which are 
agreeable to this Taſte or Temper we deno- 


minate by the general Name of Mora, 
BEAurT, in order to diſtinguiſn it from 
the other which is termed Natural. 


Theſe different Sets of Ideas 
or Images 
1 whichthe Mind employs 
itſelf, which it blends, ranges, and diver- 
ſifies ten thouſand different ways. 


a ſtrong Propenſion to connect and aſſo- 


u 


ciate thoſe Ideas among which it obſerves 
any Similitude, or any Aptitude, whether 
original and natural, or cuſtomary and arti- 
ficial, to ſuggeſt eack other. Thus-it is. 
ready to, affociate the Ideas of Natural 
partake of the. 


and Moral Beauty, as bath 
fame Principle, viz. Defign, Harmony of 


Paris, or Reference to an End,. and are 


Relative Io Mind, the common Origin of 


are the Materials ' 


It feels 


A fine Face, or a gracetul De- 
Portment, 


(231) 


as Crowns, Croſiers, Purple Robes, 


and Statues, do often, by the Force of 


Cuſtom, excite Moral Sentiments, as: 
Majeſty, Piety, Fuftice, Virtue, If any 


particular Sets of Ideas have been found, 
at any time, to co-exiſt in the ſame Ob- 


jects, the Mind fhall ever after have a 
Propenſity to unite them, even when they 


no longer co-exiſt. Thus, becauſe we 


have fometimes ſeen a good Temper ac- 


company a good Aſpet?, Virtue annexed to. 


Politeneſs, Merit to Fame, we are ſtrongly: 


inclined to fancy that they can never be 


difunited. When any Ideas or Sets of: 
Ideas have been produced by certain Ob- 


jects or Occaſions immediately and pre- 


ſently, which Objects or Occaſions have 
afterwards given rife to a different and: 
perhaps quite- oppeſite Set of Ideas or- 
Impreffions, the fame Objects recurring, 
ſhall bring in view the former Set, while: 
the latter, being poſterior in time, ſhalk 


be entirely forgot. Thus the Drinker or 


Rate, upon ſeeing his Bottle, and his: 
Companion, or Miſtreſs, ſnall amuſe 
himſelf with all the gay Ideas of agree - 


able Tua Friendſhip, Gentleman-like 
En- | 


portment, #aturally ſuggeſts Ideas of Me- 
ral Beauty. And many outward Badges, 
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Enjoyment, giving and receiving Pleaſures, 
which thoſe Objects firſt excited, but, by 


an unhappy Self-deluſion, ſhall over- 


look thoſe - Head abe, Heart-achs, that 
Satiety, and thoſe other mortifying Impreſ- 


ſions which accompanied though more 


laterly, his intemperate Indulgences. 

0 * But whatever the Reaſons 

200 * are, whether Similitude, Co-ex- 
iſtence, Cauſality, or any other 


Aptitude or Relation, why any two or more 
Ideas are connected by the Mind at firſt, 


it is an eſtabliſhed Law of our Nature, 


„ That when two or more Ideas have 


often ſtarted in Company, they form 
« fo. ſtrong an Union, chat it is very dif- 
cult ever after to ſeparate them.” Thus 
the . Lover. cannot, ſeparate: the Idea of 


| Merit from his Miſtreſs the Courtier that 
of Dignity from his Title or Ribbon; the 
Miſer that of Happineſs from his Bags. 
Here the Mind's Proceſs is often the ſame 


as in its more abſtracted Operations. When 
it has once been convinced of the Truth 


of any Geometrical, Propoſition, it may 


firongly retain the Connection of the 
Terms of the Propoſition, ſuppoſe the 
Equality of the Angles of a Triangle to 
two Right ones, though, it Hoek an. 


1 | : 


r 


or penerous' Uſe, and by 
to admire Wealth and Power for them- 
ſelves, fancying them intrinfi cally valu- 


(233 ) 
tend to, or has perhaps forgot, the in- 
tervening Ideas which ſhewed that Con- 
nection. In like manner, tho“ perhaps 
it was the Tendency of Wealth and 
Power, when well employed, to private 
Pleaſure, or public Happineſs, that gave 


the fond Admirers of either the firſt No- 


tion of their Value, yet their Mind hav- 
ing once ſettled that Connet7ion, frequently 
forgets the immediate Link, viz. the Wiſe 
degrees come 


able, however they” are uſed, and whether 
uſed or not. By theſe and many other 
ways the ſtrong Aſſociations of Ideas 


are formed, the different Sets of Ideas be- 


forementioned are ſhuffſed together with- 


out Regularity or Diſtinction, often with- 
out any Natural Alliance or Relation, by 
mere Accident, Example, Company, 


Sympathy, Education, and ſometimes 


by Caprice. So that any kind of Natu- 
ral Good ſhall | be combined with Moral 


Beauty, nay Ideas the moſt oppoſite in 


Nature ſhall be coupled together, ſo as 


hardly to be ever diſunited in the Obſer- 
ver's Mind: as for inſtance, Prudence 
with Craſti, Honour with Injuſtice, Re- 


ligion 
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ligion with Inbumanity, Corruption or Se- 
_ dition with Patriotiſm. — It is theſe Aſſo- 
ciations of Worth or Happineſs with any of 
the different Sets of O4je#s. or > 5 
before ſpecified, that form our Taſte, or 
Complex Idea of Goon. By another Law 
of our Nature, our Affections follow and 
are governed by this Taſte. And to 
* theſe ¶ections our Character and Con- 
* du} are ſimilar and proportioned, on 
e the general Tenour w which our Hap- 
© pineſs principally depends.” 
FIST a As all our Leading Paſ. 
ing Paſ- fions then depend on the Di- 
4 * wh m_ rection ene Taſte takes, 
6 and as it is always of the ſame 
Strain with our Leading Aſſociations, it is 
worth while to enquire a little more parti 
cularly how theſe are formed, in order to 
detect the ſecret Sources from whence our 
Paſſions derive their principal Strength, 
their various Riſes and Falls. For this will 
give us the true Key to their Management, 
and let us into the right Method of cor- 
recting the @ and improving the goed. 
n en A xery light Inſpection in- 
axce and Uſe to human Nature ſuggeſts to 
of the Imagi- us, that no kind of Objects 
3 make ſo powerful an pres 
10¹¹ 


= 


NES 
fion on us as thoſe which are immediately 
impreſſed on our Senſes, or ſtrongly paint- 
ed on our Imaginations, Whatever' is. 
purely Intellectual, as abſtracted or ſcien- 
tific Truths, the ſubtile Relations and 
Differences of Things, has a fainter ſort 
ef Exiſtence in the Mind; and though it 


may exerciſe and -whet the Memory, the 


Judgment, or the Reaſoning Powers, gives 
hardly any Impulſe at all toe the 4#ive 
Powers, the Paſſions, which are the main 
Springs of Motien. On the other hand, 
were the Mind entirely under the Di- 


rection of Senſe, and impreſſible only. by 


fuch Objects as are preſent, and ſtrike 
ſome of the outward Organs, we ſhould 


then be preciſely in the State of the Brute- 


Creation, and by governed ſolely by In- 
ftin# or Appetite, and have no Power to, 
controul whatever Impreſſions are made 


upon us: Nature has therefore endued us 


with a MippLE FacuLty, wonderfully 
adapted to our Mixzꝝp State, which holds: 
pare of Senſe and partly of Reaſon, be- 
rongly allied to the former, and the. 
common Receptacle in which all the No- 
tices that come from that quarter are 
treaſured up, and yet greatly ſubſervient 
and miniſterial ta the latter, by giving a 
Body, 
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Body, a Coherence, and Beauty to its 


Conceptions. This middle Faculty is call- 


ed the IMuACI NATION, one of the moſt 


buſy and fruitful Powers of the Mind. 
Into this common Storehouſe are like- 


wiſe carried all thoſe Moral Images or 


Forms which are derived from our Moral 
Faculties of Perception, and there they 
often undergo new Changes and Appear- 


ances, by being mixed and wrought up 
with the Images and Forms of Senſible or 
Natural Things. By this Coalition of 


Imagery, Natural Beauty is dignified and 
heightened by Moral Qualities and Per- 


Fections, and ; Moral Qualities are at once 
exhibited, and ſet off by Natural Beauty. 


The ſen/ible Beauty, or Good, is refined 
from its Droſs by partaking of the Moral, 
and the Moral receives a Stamp, a viſible 


Character and Currency from the Sæzſible. 


But in order to judge of this mutual In- 
fluence, it will be proper to give a few In- 


ſtances of the Proceſs of the Imagination, or 
of the Energy of the aſſociating Principle. 
I. Energy AS We are firſt of all ac- 
i various cuſtomed to /en/ible Impreſ- 


Inſtances, in We | 
beightening 1 ſions and ſenſible Enjoyments, 


 ferjible Pla. we contract early a Se;/ual 
ſures. Neliſo, or Love of Pleaſure, 


UL 


© 


Car). 

in the lower Senſe of the Word. In or- 
der however to juſtify this Reliſh, the 
Mind, as it becomes open to higher Per- 
ceptions of Beauty and Good, borrows 
from: thence a nobler Set of Images, as 
fine. Taſte, Generoſity, ſocial Affection, 
Friendſhip, good Fellowſhip, and the like; 
and, by dreſſing out th: ol Purſuits with 
theſe new Ornaments, gives them an ad- 


| ditional Dignity and Luſtre. By theſe 


ways the Defire of a Table, Love of Finery, 
Intrigue, and Pleaſure, are vaſtly increaſed 
beyond their natural Pitch, having an 
Impulſe combined of the Force of the 


natural Appetites and of the ſuper-added 


Strength of thoſe Paſſions which tend to 
the Moral Species. When 
the Mind becomes more 1 ae 
ſenſible to thoſe Objects or of Beauty, 
Appearances, in which it* Harmny, 
perceives Beauty,” Uniformity, 
Grandeur, and Harmony, as fine Cloaths, 
elegant, Furniture, Plate, Pictures, Gar- 
dens, Houſes, Equipage, the Beauty of 
Animals, and particularly the Attractions 
of the Sex; to theſe Objects the Mind is 


led by Nature, or taught by Cuſtom, the 


Opinion and Example of others, to annex 
certain Ideas of Moral Character, Dig- 
32 nity, 


3 „ 
nity, Decorum, Honcur, Liberality, Ten- 


derneſs, and Adtive or Social Enjoyment. 


The Conſequence of this Aſſociation is, 
that the Objects to which theſe are an- 
nexed, muſt riſe in their Value, and be 
purſued with proportionable Ardor. The 
Enjoyment of them is often attended with 
Pleaſure, and the mere Poſſeſſion of them, 
where that is wanting, frequently draws 
Reſpect from one's Fellow- creatures: this 
 Reſpeft is, by many, equivalent to the 
Pleaſure of Enjoyment. Hence it happens 


that the Idea of Happineſs is connected 
with the mere Poſſeſſion, which is there- 


fore eagerly ſought after, without any re- 
gard to the generous Uſe, or honourable En- 
fjoyment, Thus the Paſſion reſting on the 


Means, not the £74, i. e. loſing ſight of 


its natural Object, becomes wild and ex- 
travagant. , 
In fine, any Object, or Ex- 


bel. ternal Denomination, a St aff, a 


Value of ex- 


ternal m- Garter, a Cup, a Crown, a Title, 


Vel Se. may become a Moral Badge, 


or Emblem of Merit, Magnificence or 
Honour, according as theſe have been 
found, or thought by the Poſſeſſors or 
Admirers of them, to accompany them; 
yet, by the Deception formerly * - 
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ed, the Merit or the Condu# which en- 
titled, or ſhould entitle, to thoſe Marks 
of Diſtinction, ſhall be forgot or neglected, 
and the Badges themſelves be paſſionately 
affected, or purſued, as including every 
Excellency. If theſe are attained by any 
Means, all the Concomitants width Na- 
ture, Cuſtom, or Accidents have joined to 
them, will be ſuppoſed to follow of 
courſe. Thus, Moral Ends, with which 
the unhappy Admirer is apt to colour 
over his Paſſion and Views, will, in his 
opinion, juſtify the moſt Immoral Means, 
as Proſtitution, Adulation, Fraud, Treachery, 
and every Species of Knavery, whether 
more open, or more diſguiſed. 

When Men are once en- 7 31 
gaged in Active Life, and 8 
find that Wealth and Power, er > Poww- 
generally called IxT ERES, 
are the great Avenues to -every kind of 
Enjoyment, they are apt to throw in 
many engaging Moral Forms to the Object 
of their Purſuit, in order to juſtify their 
Paſſion, and varniſh over the Meaſures 
they take to gratify it, as Independency on 
the Vices or Paſſions of others, Proviſion 
and Security to themſelves and Friends, Pru- 
4 Oeconony or — Charity, Social 
: Commu- 


= 
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Communication, Superiority to their Ene- 
mies, who are all Villains, honourable der- 
vice, and many other Ingredients of Merit. 
To attain ſuch Capacities; of U/efulne/s or 
Enjoyment, what Arts, nay what Mean- 
neſſes can be thought blameable by thoſe 
cool Purſuers of Intereſt ? — Nor have 
they, whom the gay World is pleaſed to 
indulge with the Title of Men of Pleaſure, 
their "Imaginations leſs pregnant with 
Moral Images, with which they never fail 
to ennoble, or, if they cannot do that, to 
palliate their groſs Purſuits. Thus Ad. 
miration of Wit, „of Sentiments and Merit, 
Friendſhip, Love, generous Sympathy, mu- 
tual Confidence, giving and receiving Plea- 
| ſure, are the ordinary Ingredients with 
which they ſeaſon their Gallantry and 
pleaſurable Entertainments; and by which 
they impoſe on themſelves and endeavour 
to impoſe. on others, that their Amours are 
the joint [flue of Good-ſenſe and Virtue. 
1 elne n Theſe Aſſeciations,, vari- 
all ils Paſſons. ouſly combined and propor- 
tioned by the Imagination, 
fs the chief private Paſſions, which 
govern the Lives. of the Generality, as 
the Love of Aion, of Pleaſure, Wealth, 
and Fu 3 they. influence the Defen/rve, 


and 


mu- 
lea- 
»ith 
and 


aich 


our 
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ue. 

vari- 
por- 
tion, 


hich 


(n ; 
and affect the public Paſſions, and raiſe 


Foy or Sorrow, as they are gratified or 


diſappointed. So that in effect, theſe 
Aſſociations of Good and Evil, Beauty 
and Deformity, and the Paſſions they raiſe, 
are the main Hinges of Life and Manners, 
and the great Sources of our Happineſs or 
Miſery. It is evident, therefore, that the 


whole of Moral Culture muſt depend on 


giving a right Direction to the Leading 
Paſſions, and duly proportioning them to 


the Value of the Objects or Goods purſued, 


under what Name ſoever they may ap- 


Pear. 
Now, in order to give them Moral Cul- 
this right Direction and due tue, by 


Correcting 


Proportion, it appears, from the cr 5p; or 
foregoing Detail, that thoſe Imagination. 
Aſſocrations of Ideas, upon which the 


Paſſions depend, mult be duly regulated ; 


that is to ſav, as an exorbitant Paſſion for 
Wealth, Pleaſure. or Power, flows from 


an Aﬀſociation or Opinion that more Beauty 
and Good, whether Natural or Moral, 


enters into the Enjoyment or Poſlefion 


of them, than really belongs to either ; 


therefore, in -reſtoring thoſe Paſſions to 


their juſt Proportion, we muſt begin with 
L. cor- 
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3 
correcting the Opinion, or breaking the 
yfalſe Aſſociation, or, in other words, we 
muſt decompound the Complex Phantom 
of Happineſs or God, which we fondly 
admire; diſunite thoſe Ideas, that have 
no natural Alliance; and ſeparate the 
Original Ideas of Wealth, Power, or Plea- 
ſure, from the foreign Mixtures incorpo- 
rated with it, which enhance its Value, 
or give it its chief Power to enchant and 
ſeduce the Mind. For inſtance, let it be 
conſidered how poor and inconſiderable 
a Thing Wealth is, if it be disjoined from 
real Uſe, or from Ideas of Capacity in 
the Poſſeſſor to do good from Indepen- 
dency, Generaſity, Proviſion for a Famih 
or Friends, and Social Communication with 
others. By this Standard let its true 
Value be fixed; let its Miſapplication, 
or unbenevolent Enjoy ment be accounted 
ſordid and infamous; and nothing wor: 
thy or eſtimable be aſcribed to the mer 
Poſſeſſion of it, which is not borrowed 
from its generous Le. 
y Sid. If that .complex Form of 
_mal, and Good which is called Pleaſur ty 
gona 4 engages us, let it be analyſed 
105 into its conſtituent Principles, 
| A 
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or thoſe Allurements it draws from the 
Heart and Imagination, in order toheighten 
the low part of the Indulgence ; let the 
ſeparate and comparative Moment of each 
be diſtinctly aſcertained, and deduced 
from that groſs part, and this Remainder 
of the accumulative Enjoyment will 
dwindle down into a poor, infipid, tran- 
fitory thing. In proportion as the Opi- 
nin of the Good purſued abates, the Ad- 
miration muſt decay, and the Paſſion. loſe 
Strength of courſe, One effectual way 
to lower the Opinion, and conſequently to 
weaken the Habit founded on it, is to 
practiſe leſſer pieces of Selt-denial, or to 
abſtain, to a certain pitch, from the Pur- 
ſuit or Enjoyment of the favourite Ob- 
ject; and, that this may be the more 
eaſily accompliſhed, one mult avoid thoſe 
Occaſions, that Company, thoſe Places 
and the other Circumſtances that em- 
flamed one and endeared the other. And, 
as a Counter-proceſs, let higher or even 
different Enjoyments be brought in view, 
other Paſſions played upon the former, 
different Places frequented, other Exer- 
ciſes tried, Company kept with Perſons 
of a different, or more correct way of 


= FP : tink- 
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thinking, both in Natural and Moral 
Subjects. 


By a Sound 
and Natural ſetting out well in Life, let 


Education. the Youth; ul Fancy, which is 


apt to be very florid and luxuriant, be 
early accuſtomed, by Inſtrudtion, Example, 


and ſignificant Moral Exerciſes, nay by 


Looks, Geſtures, and every other Teſti- 


mony of juſt Approbation or Blame, to 
annex Ideas of Merit, Honour and Hap- 


pineſs, not to Birth, Dreſs, Rank, Beauty, 


Fortune, Pewer, Popularity, and the like 


outward Things, but to Moral and truly 
virluous Qualities, and to thoſe Enjoyme its | 


which ſpring from a well-informed Judg- 
ment, and a regular Conduct of the at. 
fections, eſpecially thoſe of the ſocial and 


diſintereſted kind. Such dignified Forms 


of Beauty and Good, often ſuggeſted, 
and, by moving Pictures and Examples, 
| warmly recommended to the Imagination, 


enforced by the Authority of Conſcience, 


and demonſtrated by Reaſon to be the 
ſureſt Means of Enjoyment, and the only 


independent, undeprivable and durable 
Goods, will be the beſt Counter- balance 


to 


As much depends on our 
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to meaner Paſſions, and the firmeſt Foun- 


dation and S curity to Virtue. 


It is of great Importance By rightly 


to the forming a zuft Taſte, or fudying Hu- 


pure and large Conceptions of mam Nature. 
Happineſs, to ſtudy and underſtand Hu- 


man Nature well, to remember what a 


complicated Syſtem it is, particularly to 


have deeply imprinted on our Mind that 
GRADATION of Senſes, Faculties, and 


Powers of Enjo ment formerly mentioned, 
and the Subordination of Goods reſulting 


from thence, which Nature points out, 
and the Experience of Mankind con- 
firms; who, when they think ſeriouſly, 
and are not under the immediate Influence 
of ſome violent Prejudice or Paſſion, 
prefer not the Pleaſures of Action, Con- 
templation, Society, and moſt Exerciſes and 
Joys of the Meral kind, as Friendſbip, 
Natural Affection, and the like, to all 
Senſual Gratifications whatſoever. Where 
the different Species of Pleaſure are 
blended into one Complex Form, let them: 


be accurately diflinguiſhed, and be re- 


ferred each to its proper Faculty and Senſe, 
and examined apart what they have pecu- 
liar, what common, with others, and what 

. 1 foteign. 
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foreign and adventitious. Let 
ng the Mo- Wealth, Grandeur, Luxury, 


By compar - 


ment amd 
Abatements 


Love, Fame, and the like, be 
tried by this Teſt, and their 


nh true Alloy will be found out 


Let it be fre e ee, de 


Mind may not be eaſy and enjoy itſelf 


greatly, though it want many of thoſe 


Ilegancies and Superfluities of Life which 
ſome poſſeſs, or that Load of Wealth 
and Power which others eagerly purſue, 
and under which they groan. Let the 
Difficulty of attaining, the Precariouſ- 


nels of poſſeſſing, and the many Abate- 


ments in enjoying, over- grown Wealth 
and envyed Greatneſs, of which the weary 
Pofſeſſors fo frequently complain, as the 
Hurry of Buſineſs, the Burthen of Com- 
pany, of paying Attendance to the Feu, 
and giving it to the Many, the Cares of 
keeping, the Fears of loſing, and the 
Deſires of increaſing what they have, and 
the other Troubles which accompany this 
pitiful Drudgery and pompous Servitude, 
let theſe and the like Circumſtances be 
often conſidered that are conducive to the 
removing or bin the Opinion of ſuch 


Goods, 


0:23} 
Goods, and the attendant Paſſions or Set 
of Paſſions will decay of courſe. 
Let the peculiar Bent of our By obſerving; 
Nature and: Character be ob- our ownBent 


ſerved, whether we are moſt and Charac + 


ter, Sc. 
inclined to form Afociations * 


and reliſh. Objects of the Sen/ible,. Intel- 
lectual, or Moral kind. Let thit-which 
has the Aſcendant be particularly watched, 
let it be directed to right Objects, be im- 
proved by proportioned Exerciſes, and 
guarded by proper Checks from an op- 
Rn Quarter. Thus, the Sen/ible turn 

y be exalted by the Intellectual, and 
a : Taſte for the Beauty of the fine Arts, and 
both may be male ſubſervient to convey 
and rivet. Sentiments highly Moral and 
public ſpirite l. This inward Survey muſt 


extend to the Strength and HYeakneſſes oł 


one's Natu e, one's C:ndition, Cinnections, 
Habitudes, Fortune, Studies, Acquaintance, | 
and the other Circumſtances of one's 


Liſe, from which every Man will form. 


the juſteſt Eſtimate of his own Diſpoſt- 


tions and Character, and the beſt Rules 


for correcting and improving them. And, 

in order to 5 this with more Advantage 

let. thoſe Times, or. Critical Seaſons Be 
L 4 watched, 


Aa 
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watch-d, when the Mind is beſt diſpoſed 


towards a Changy, and let them be im- 
proved by vigcrous Refelution:s, Promiſes, 
or whatever elſe will engage the Mind to 


_ perſevere in Virtue. Let the Condud?, in 


fine, be ↄften reviewed, and the Ceuſes of 


its Corruption or Improvement be carefully 
__ obſerved. 


By frequent It will greatly conduce to 
ic oral Exer- refine the Moral Taſte and 


yen. ſtrengthen the virtuous Tem- 
fer, to accuſtom the Mind to the fre- 


quent Exerciſe of Moral Sentiments and 


Determinations, by reading Hiſtory, Poetry, 


particularly of the P:#areſque and Dra- 
matic kind, the Study of the fine Arts ; 


by converſing with tte moſt eminent for 
| Good-ſenfe and Virtue ; but abe ve all by 
frequent and repeated Acts of Human ty, 


Compaſſion, Friendſbip, Politeneſs and Hoſ- 


p teliry, It is Exerciſe gives Health and 
Strength. He that reaſons moſt fre- 


quently becomes the wiſeſt, and moſt 
enjoys the Plezſures of Wiſdom. He 


who is moſt often affected by Objects of 


Compaſſion in Poetry, Hiſtory, or real 


| Life, will have his Soul moſt open to 
| Pity and its * Pains and Duties. 


So 
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>] 80 he alſo who practiſes moſt diligently 
A the Offices of Kindneſs and Charity, will; 
P by it- cultivate that Diſpoſition, from 
bis whence all his Pretenſions to perſonal: 
i Merit muſt ariſe, his preſent and his 
future Happineſs. NE 
of : 
ly An "uſeful and honourable 3; a» n honeſt 


Employment id Life will a Employment. _ 
miniſter a thouſand Opportunities of this 
kind, and greatly Rrengrhen a Senſe of 
Virtue and. good Affectiẽ ns, which muſt 
be nouriſhed by right Training, as well 
as our 'Underftandings. For ſuch an. 
Employ ment, by enlarging one's Expe- 
rience, giving an Habit of Attention and: 
Caution, or obliging one from Neceſſity 
or Intereſt, to keep a Guard over the 
Faſſions, and ſtudy the out ward Decen- 
cics and Appearances of Virtue, will by 
degrees produce good Habits, and at 
length inſinuate the Love of Virtue and: 
A for its own Sake. 
It is a great Inducement g .;,u;ng 
to the Exerciſe of gr "Rom and + 
lence to view Human Nature , 
in a favcurable Light, to ob- . 
ſerve the Characters and Circumſtances: 
of Mankind on the faireſt Sides, to put: 


Gy | rhe 


3 ) 
the beſt Conſtructions on their AAions 
they will bear, and to conſider them as 
the Reſult of partial and miſtaken, rather 


than 1 Affections, or, at worſt, as the 


Exceſſes of a pardohable Self. love, ſel- 
dom or never the Effect of pure Malice. 
Above all, the Nature and 


y Confide- 
ration and Conſequences of Vi irtue and Vice, 
pious Er- their Conſequences being the 


* Law of our Nature and Will 


of Heaven; the Light in which they 
appear to our Supreme Parent and Law. 
Ziver, and the Reception they will meet 
7 55 from him, muſt be often attended 
The Exerciſes of Piety, as Adora- 
8 55 and Praiſe of the Divine Excellency, 
rvocation of, and Dependence on his Aid, 
Confeſſion, T. hankſeiving, and Reſignation 
are habitually to be indulged, and fre- 
quently performed, not only as medicinal, 
bur highly improving to the Temper. 


By juft Views To conclude: it will be 
of Human of admirable Efficacy towards 
Life andits - 

e v3 eradicating bad Habits, and 
vun au- implanting good _ ones, fre- 


Lure. 


quently to contemplate Hu- 
inan Life, as the great Nurſery. of our fi- 
ture and Immortal Exiſtence, as that State 

ol. 
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of Probation, in which we are to be edu- 
cated: for a Divine Life. To remember, 
that our Virtues or Vices will be immortal 
as ourſelves, and influence our future as 
well as our preſent Happineſs—and there- 
fore, that every Diſpoſition and Action 
is to be regarded as pointing beyond the 
preſent to an immortal Duration. An 
habitual Attention to this wide and im- 
portant Connection will give a vaſt Com- 
pals and Dignity to our Sentiments 
and Actions, a noble Superiority to the 
Pleaſures and Pains of Life, and a gene- 
rous Ambition to make our Virtue as i im 
mor! ral as our Being. 


1— — - i. * ** — A * * — _—C tee at. 


e T. ll. 
Mat: ven 5 to Virtue from perſonal lin. 


E have already: con- porter. 
ſidered our Obligations from perſonal ! 
to. = Practice of Vir ue, ari- 1"; 
ſing from the Conſtitution of our Nature, 
be which we are led to approve a Certain | 
_ and Oy ot Alia, and a 


Certain - 
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certain Courſe of Afion correſpondent to 
it. *— But beſides this, there are ſeveral 
Motives, which ftrengthen and ſecure 
Virtue, though not themſelves of a Mo- 
ral kind. Theſe are, its Tendency to per- 
ſonal Happineſs, and the contrary Tenuency 


, Vice. © Perſonal Happineſs ariſes, 
either from the State of a Man's own 
Th Mind, or from the State and Diſ- 
« poſition of external Cauſes towards 


466 him. 995 f 
Happineſs , We ſhall firſt-examine.the 
. — from © Tendency of Virtue to Hap- 
WHDR. my 


v pineſs with "reſpect to the 
<« State of a Man's ow]n Mind.“ — This 
is a Point of the utmoſt Conſequence i in 
Moral, becaufe, unleſs we can convince 
. or ſhew to others, that, by 
doing our Duty, or fulfilling our Moral 
Obligations, we conſult the greattſt Satis- 
faction of our own Mind, or our: higheſt 
Intereſt on the whole, it will raiſe ſtrong 
and often unſurmountable Prejudices 
againſt the Practice of Virtue, eſpecially 
whenever there ariſes any Appearance of 


Oppaſition between our Duty, and our Sa- 


ä or * To Creatures fo 
* Vid. Book 1. Sack. 11 E 
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deſirous of Happineſs, and averſe to Mi- 
ſery as we are, and often ſo oddly fitu- 
ated amidſt contending Paſſions and In- 


tereſts, it is neceſſary that Virtue appear 
not only an benourable, but a pleaſi ng and 
hengficent Form. And in order to juſtify 


our Choice to ourſelves, as well as before 
others, we muſt ourſelves feel and be 


able to avow in the Face of the whole 
World, that her Ways are Ways of Plea- 


ſantneſs and her Paths the Paths of Peace. 


This will new, beyond all Contradiction, 
that we not only approve, but can give 
2 ſufficient Reaſon tor what we do. 

Let any Man, in a cool pa, 


Hour, when he is diſengaged Vice on the 


from Buſineſs, and undiſturbed Tous; 4 
by Paſſion, as ſuch cool, Hours 

will ſometimes happen, ſit down, and 
ſeriouſly refſect with him̃ſelf what State 
or Temper of Mind he would chuſe to 
feel and indulge, in order to be eaſy and 


to enjoy himſelf. Would he chuſe, for 


that purpoſe, to be in a conſtant Diſſipa- 


tion and Hurry of Thought; to be di- 


ſturbed in the Exerciſe of his Reaſons to 
have-various, and often interfering Phan- 


tams of Good, playing before his Imagi- 
nation, 
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mation, ſoliciting and diſtracing him by 
turns, now ſoothing him with amuſing 
Hopes, then torturing him with anxious 
Fears; and to approve this Minute what 
he ſhall condemn- the next? Would he 
chuſe to have a ſtrong and painful Senſe 
of every petty. Injury; quick Apprehen- 
ſions of every impending Evil; inceſſant 
and inſatiable Deſires of Power, Wealth, 
Honour, Pleaſure; an irreconcileable An- 
tipathy againſt a'l Competitors: and Ri- 
vals; inſolent and tyrannical Diſpoſitions 
to all below him; fawning, and at the ſame 
time envious, Diſpoſitions to all above 
him; with dark Suſpicions and Jealou-- 
fies of every Mortal? Would he chuſe 
neither to love nor be beloved of any, 
to have no Friend in whom to confide, 
or with whom to interchange his Sen- 
timents or Deſigns; no Favourite, on- 
whom to beſtow his Kindneſs, or vent 
his Paſſions; in fine, to be conſcious of 
no Merit with Mankind, no Eſteem 
from any Creature, no good Affection 
to his Maker, no Concern for, or Hopes 
of his Approbation; but inſtead of all 
theſe, to hate, and know that he is hated, 
to contemn, and know that he is con- 
| | temned 


- 


temned by, all; by the Good, becauſe 
he is ſo unlike ; and by the Bad, becauſe. 
he is ſo like themſelves; to hate or to 
dread the very Being that made him ; 
and in ſhort, to have h's Breaſt the Seat 
of Pride and Paſſion, Petulance and Re- 
venge, deep Melancholy, cool Malig- 
nity, and all the other Furies that ever 
poſſeſſed and tortured Mankind — 
Would our calm Enquirer after Happi- 
neſs. pitch on fuch a State, and ſuch a 
Temper of Mind, as the moſt likely. 
means to put him in poſſeſſion of. his de- 
| fired Eaſe and Self- enjoyment? 
Or would he rather chuſe I uence r 
a ſerene and eaſy Flow of Yirtue on the- 
Thoughts; a Reaſon clear and Per. 


. CH 


compoſed z.a Judgment unbiaſſed by Pre- 
judice, and undiſtracted by. Paſſion; a 
ſober and well-governed Fancy, which 
preſents the Images of Things true and 
unmixed with deluſive and unnatural 
Charms, and therefore adminiſters no 
improper or dangerous Fuel to the Paſ- 
ſions, but leaves the Mind free to chuſe 
or reject as becomes a reaſonable crea- 
ture; a ſweet and ſedate Temper, not 
eaſily rufled by Hopes or Fears, prone 
R neither 
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neither to Suſpicion nor Revenge,, apt to 
view Men and Things inthe faireſt Lights, 
and to bend gently to the Humours of 
others rather than obſtinately to contend 
with them? Would be chuſe ſuch Mo- 
deration and Continence of Mind, as. 
neither to be ambitious of Power, fond. 
of Honours, covetous of Wealth, nor 
a Slave to Pleaſure ; a Mind of courſe 
neither elated with Succeſs, nor dejected 
with Diſappointment ; ſuch a modeſt and 
noble Spirit as ſupports Power without 
Inſolence, wears Honours without Pride, 
uſes Wealth without Profuſion or Parſi- 
mony; and rejoices more in giving than 
in receiving Pleaſure; ſuch Fortitude and 
Equanimity as riſes above Misfortunes, 
or turns them into Bleſſings; ; ſuch Inte- 
grity and Greatneſs of Mind, as neither: 
"Aatters the Vices, . nor triumphs over the: 
Follies of Men; as equally. ſpurns Ser- 
vitude and Tyranny, and will neither en- 
gage in low Deſigns, nor abet them in: 
'others? Would he chuſe, in fine; ſuch. 
Mildneſs and Benignity of Heart as takes. 
part in all the Joy? and refuſes none of 
the Sorrows of others; ſtands we'l-affe&- 
ed to all Mankind ; z Is | conſcious of me- 
: e ritivg 


v1 


Ss Ca). 
riting the Eſteem of all, and of being be- 
loved by the beſt; a Mind which de- 
lights in doing good without any. Shew, 
and yet arrogates nothing on, that ac- 
count; rejoices in loving and being be- 
loved by its Maker, acts ever under hi 
Eye, reſigns itſelf to its Providence, Re | 
triumphs in his Approbation? —W hich 
of theſe Diſpoſitions would be his Choice, 
in order te be contented, ſerene and hap- 
py: ?—The former Temper is Vice, the 
latter VIA TuBZ. Where One prevails, 
there Migzry prevails, and by the 
Generality is acknowledged to prevail. 
Where the other reigns, there HAPPIXESs 
reigns, and by the Confeſſion of Man- 
kind is acknowledged to reign. 
Perfeftian of either Temper is M/ery, 
or Happineſs in Perfection. THEREFORE 
every Approach to either Extreme, is an 
Atproach to Mi ery; or to Happineſs ; 
that is to ſay, every Degree of Vice or 
Virtue is accompanied with a propor: 
tionable Degree of Miſery or Happineſs. 

But many are of opinion, , on 
and, by their Practice ſeem A ima- 
to avow the Opinion, that, ginary Caf: 
by blendirg or ſoftening the pur, 5 dohans 
Extremes, and artfully recon- 7 


ciling 


6 


ciling Virtue with Vice, they bid fairer 


to firike a juſt Medium of Happineſs, to 


paſs more ſmoothly through Life, and 
to have more Reſources in the preſent 


embaraſſed Scene. HonzsTY (they ac- 
knowledge) © is, in the main, the beſt 
Policy, but it is often too blunt and 


« 
« 
6c 
cs 
66 


« 


6c. 
ce 


ſurly, and always too ſcrupulous, and 
therefore to temper and ſeaſon it with 


a little diſcreet Craft in critical and 


well-choſen Conjunctures, w will, they 
think, make it more palatable to 
others and more profitable to one's 


| ſelf. Kind Affection is a good Thing 
in its own Place, and when it coſts a 
Man nothing; but Charity begins at 


home; and one's. Regard for others 


muſt ftill look that way, and be ſub- 
ſervient to the main Chance. Beſides, 
why ſuffer unneceſſary Diſquiet on the 


Account of others? Our own Hap- 


pineſs is Charge enough to us; and if 


we are not to be happy till others are 
ſo too, it is a mere Utopian Dream 


ever to expect it. One would not 


chuſe to do Ill for the ſake of Ill, bit 
when Neceſſity requires it, the /eſſer 
Good muſt ſubmit to the greater, that 


cc is, 


( 259) 


is, to our own per ſonal Good; for in 


it, by the firſt and fundamental Law 


„% of our Nature, we are moſt intereſted, 


By ſuch a Conduct we ſhall have leaſt 


„ Reaſon to accuſe ourſelves, be moſt 


e ealy within, and beſt ſecured againſt 


e the Misfortunes and Afaults of o- 
« thers.““ 


This is the Language of 7% Temper 
great Partiality of Thought, OW 
as well as great Partiality of mh A _ 
Heart.—But as it is one of the Knavery. 
main Forts in which Selfſbneſs and Knave- 


ry uſe to intrench themſelves, it may 


be worth while to beat it down, to make 


way for the full Triumphs of their fair 
Adverſiry. That Man may neglect, or 


hurt their own Intereſt by an indiſcreet 
Concern about that of others that Ho- 
nely may ſometimes degenerate into a 


blunt Surlineſ', or a peeviſh Scrupulofity— 
that important Occaſions may demand 


the Sacrifice of a leſs. public, to a greater 


private Good - that it were Folly to make 
one's ſelf miſerable, becauſe others are 


not ſo happy as one would wiſh, we do 


not deny. But is there rot the juſteſt 
reaſon to ſuſpect, that the i, 5 the 
a 
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half. honeſt and e turn of Mind 
here pleaded for, is the very reverſe of 
that Temper which begets true Satisfaction 
and Self- enjoyment, and of that Charac- 
ter which entitles to Credit, Security, 
and Succeſs? The Man Who doubts 
and heſitates, whether he may not, in 


ſome Inſtances, play the K nave, cannot, 


in any Senſe, be termed honeſt. And 
ſurely, he cannot approve himſelf for 
that Conduct, which, by an inviolable 
Law of his Nature, be is compelled to 
. condemn z and if he cannot © approve 
himſelf for his Conduct, he is deprived 
of one of the ſweeteſt Feelings of the hu- 
man Heart. But, ſuppoſe he could diſ- 
guiſe the immoral Deed or Diſpoſition 
under the fair Name of ſome Virtue, or 
the Maſk at leaſt of a neceſſary Self- 
_ regard, as is often done, to elude the 
awful Deciſion of Confcience, which when 


uninfluenced is always unerring ; yet he. 
muſt be conſcious he cannot ftand the 


Teſt of Judges leſs intereſted than himſelf; 
and muſt ther fore be under conſtant 
Dread of Diſcovery, and conſequently 
of public Cenſure, with all its mortify ing 
Aͤttendants. This Dread muſt be ſo 
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much the greater, if he has had Com- 


panions or Tools of his Knavery, which 
generally it muſt have in order to ſupply 
its native Impotence and Deficiency. 
This then is to be inſecure, obnoxious, and 
dependent, and that too on the worſt Set 
of Men, on whom one can have no hold 
bat by their. Vices, which, like undiſci- 
plined wild Biyaſts, often turn upon 
their Maſters. Such an inſecure, obno- 
xjous, dependent State, muſt neceſſarily be 
a State of Suſpicion, Servitude and Peer, 
which inſtead of begetting Serenity and 
Self-enjoyment, are the Parents of 
Diſquiet and Miſery.” Beſides, the 
fluctuating perpetually between oppoſite 
Principles, the Violence done to a native 
Senſe of Honeſty, the Reluctance againſt 
the firſt Advances of young and bluſhing 
Knavery, the hot and cold Fits of alter- 
nate Virtue and Vice, the Suſpenſe and 
Irreſolution of a Mind diſtracted between 
interfering Paſſions, are the firft painful 
Symptoms of that dreadful Diſeaſe which 
afterwards lays waſte every thing goodly 
and ingenuous, and raiſes Agonies in- 
tolerable to the Patient, and quite incon- 
ceivable 
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ceivable by others. Whether ſuch an 


inconſiſtent Conduct, divided between M 

1 Vice and Virtue, will ſerve the Views of :of 
1 Intereſt propoſed by It, will be after- tha 
wards examined. 5 ma 

Lemper and As to the other Park of the .der 

_ Cendition f Objection, let it be conſidered, i -are 

good be- : 
revolent that a Man of an enlarged be- nor 
Man. nevolent Mind, who thinks Wi 


feels, and acts for others, is not ſubject elf 
to half the Diſquietudes of the contracted wit 
ſelfiſh Soul; — finds a thouſand Allevia- dot 
tions to ſoften his Diſappointments, which] Par 
the other wants ; and has a fair Chance ſcic 
for double his Enjoyments. His Deſires tue 


are moderate, and his Wants few in com- den 

pariſon of the other's, becauſe they ar tet 

meaſured by Nature, which has Limits as 

not by Fancy or Paſſion, which has none EU 

He is cautious, without being diſtruſtfu] - —A 

or jealous; careful, but not anxious ff | tide 
buſp, but not diſtracted. He taſtes Pl to 
ſure, without being diſſipated; beat Wi 

Pain, without Dejection or Diſcontent — 

is raiſed to Power, without turning gid nun 


dy ʒ feels few of the Pains of Comp:tifj mer 


| Goa, and none of the Pains of Envy. of | 
Thi of 
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5 his Calamities are theſe— 
that, though ſome of them . 


numerous, 
merous, yet more intenſe than thoſe 
of bad Men; for he ſhares in the Joys 
of others by Rebound; and every In- 
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The principal Alleviations 973, Alvis. 
tions of bis 


may have been the Effect of his Impru- 


.dence, or Weakneſs, yet few .of them 
are ſharpened by a Senſe of Guilt, and 
none of them by a Conſciouſneſs of 


Wickedneſs, which ſurely is their keen- 


eſt Sting; - that they are common to him 


with the beſt of Men; — that they ſel- 


dom or never attack him quite unpre- 


pared, but rather guarded with a Cofi- 


ſciouſneſs of his own Sincerity and Vir- 


tue, with a Faith and Truſt in Provi- 
dence, and a firm Reſignation to its per- 
fect Orders;—that they may be improved 
as Means of Correction, or Materials to 
give Scope and Stability to his Virtues ; 


. —and, to name no more, they are con- 
ſiderably leſſened, and often ſweetened 


to him by the general PERRY of the 
Wiſe and Good. 


His Enjoyments are more Hi; Ex- 
or, if leſs nu- ments. 


creaſe of general or * Happineſs 
is 


3 


„ 
is a real Addition to his on. It is true, 
his friendly Sympathy with others ſubjects 
him to ſome Pains which the hard- 
hearted Wretch does not feel; yet to 
give a looſe to it is a kind of agreeable 
Diſcharge. It is ſuch a Sorrow as he 
loves to indulge ; a ſort of pleaſing An- 
guiſh, that ſweetly melts the Mind, and 
' terminates in a Self-approving Joy. 
Though the gobd Man may want Means 
to execute, or be diſappointed in the 
Succeſs of his benevolent Purpoſes, yet, 
as was formerly * obſerved, he is ſtill 
conſcious of good Affections, and that 
Conſciouſneſs is an Enjoyment of*a more 
delightful Savour than the greateſt Tri- 
umphs of ſucceſsful Vice. If the An- 
 bitious, Coretous, or Voluptuous are diſap- 
pointed, their Paſſions recoil upon them 
with a Fury proportioned to their Opi- 
non of the Value of what they purfue, 
and their Hope of Succeſs; while they 
have nothing within to balance the Diſ- 
appointment, unleſs it is an uſeful Fund 
of Pride, which however frequentiy turns 
mere Accidents into mortify ing Affronts, 
and exalts Grief into Rage and Frenzy. 
—.. bed He 
e. ta . | 
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| Whereas the meek, humble, and bene- 

volent Temper is its own immediate Re- 

ward, is ſatisfied from within, and as it 

magnifies greatly the Pleaſure of Succels, - 
ſo it wonderfully alleviates, and in a man- 


ner annihilates, all Pain for the want 
of it. + 5 


As the dba con- fron rite. 
ſcious of loving and wiſhing 44 98 
well to all Mankind, he muſt 0. 
be ſenſible of his deſerving the Eſteem 
and Good-will of all; and this ſuppoſcd 
Keciprocation of ſocial Feelings, is, by - 

the very Frame of our Nature, made a 
Source of very intenſe and enlivening 
Joys. By this Sympathy of Affections 
and Iatereſts he feels himſelf intimately 
united with the Human Race; and being 
ſenfibly alive over the whole Syſtem, his 
Heart receives, and becomes reſponſive 
to every Touch given to any Part. So 
that, as an eminent Philoſopher + finely 
expreſſes it, he gathers Contentment and 
Delight from the pleaſed and happy States 
of thoſe around him, from Accounts and 
Relations of ſuch Happineſſes, from the 
very Countenances, Geſtures, Voices and 
Sounds even of Creatures foreign to our 

b M kind, 

+ Fid. Shaftſb. Ing. into Virtue, Book 3. 
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kind, whoſe Signs of Joy and Content- 7 


ment he can any way diſcern. 

. Nor do thoſe generous Af. 
fee with fections ſtop any other natural 
lber Joe. Source of Joy whatever, or 
deaden his Senſe of any innocent Gratifi- 
cation. They rather keep the ſeveral 


Senſes and Powers of Enjoyment open and : 


difengaged, intenſe and uncorrupted by 
Riot or Abuſe; as is evident to any one 
who conſiders the diſſipated, unfeeling 
State of Men of Pleaſure, Ambition, or 
Intereſt, and compares it with the ſerene 
and gentle State of a Mind at peace with 
itſelf, and friendly to all Mankind, un- 
ruffled by any violent Emotion, and ſen- 
ſible to every good - natured and alluring 
Joy. He who daily dwells with Tempe- 
rance and Virtue, thoſe everlaſting Beauties 
and of the higheſt Order, cannot be in- 
ſenſible to the Charms of Society, or 
Friendſhip, the Attractions of virtuous 


5 Love, the Delights of Reading, or to 


any Beauty of a lower Species, the Un- 
bendings of innocent Mirth, or whatever 
elſe ſets the Soul at Eaſe, and gives him 

_ a Reliſh of his Being. By enjoying him- 
ſelt, he is in the beſt poſture for enjoying 
every thing elle. All is | and well- 

RYE ordered 


f . Tu 
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ordered in ſuch a Heart, and therefore 
whatever Pleaſure is poured into it has an 


original Savour, not a ſingle Drop is loſt. 


For Virtue draws off all but the Dregs, 
and by mixing ſomething of her own 
with the moſt ordinary Entertainments, 


refines them into exalted Enjoy ments. 


lt were eaſy, by going The Miſery 


through the different Sets of 9 Ecce im 


2 | a the Private 
Affections mentioned former- Papi. 


ly*, to ſhew, that it is only by main- 


taining the Proportion ſettled there that 
the Mind arrives at true Repoſe and Sa- 
tisfaction. If Fear exceeds (bat Propor- 
tion, it ſinks into Melancholy and De- 


jection. If Anger paſſes juſt Bounds, it 
ferments into Rage and Revenge, or 
ſubſides into a ſullen corroding Gloom, 5 


which embitters every Good, "and ren- 


ders one exquiſitely ſenſible to every Ill. 
The Private Paſſions, the Love of Honour 
eſpecially, whoſe Impulſes are more ge- 


nerous as its Effects are more diffuſive, 


ate Inſtruments of private Pleaſure; but 
if they are diſproportioned to our Wants, | 
or to the Value of their ſeveral Objects, 
or to the Balance of other Paſſions, equally 


neceſſary, and more amiavle, they be- 


| M2. come 
Ses Book 1. 9. 1. 2. 


1 1 
come Inſtruments of intenſe Pain and 


Miſery. For, being now deſtitute of 


that Counter-poiſe whfch held them at a 
due pitch, they grow turbulent, peeviſh, 


and revengeful, the Cauſe of conſtant 
Reſtleſſneſs and Torment, ſometimes fly- 
ing out into a wild delirious Joy, at other 


times ſettling into a deep ſplenctic Grief. 

The Concert between Reaſon and Paſſion 

is then broke: all is Diſſonance and Di- 
ſtraction within. The Mind is ont of 


Frame, and feels an Agony proportioned 


to the Violence of the reigning Paſſion. 


In the Public The Caſe is much the ſame, 
Hfeatios. or rather worſe, when any of 
the particular kind A ffections are out of 


their natural Order and Proportion; as 


happens in the caſe of effeminate Pity, 
exorbitant Love, parental Dotage, or any 
Party Paſſion, where the juſt Regards to 


Society are ſupplanted. The more ſocial 
and diſintereſted the Paſſion is, it breaks 


out into the wilder Exceſſes, and makes 


the more dreadful Havock, both within 
and abroad, as is but too apparent in 


thoſe Caſes where a falſe Species of Re- 


lizion,. Honour, Zeal, or Party Rage has 


ſeized on the en Enthuſiaſm of the 


Mind, and worked it * to Madneſs. It 
breaks 


al 


ES 
un 
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breaks through all Ties; Natural and 


Civil, counterats the moſt ſacred and 
ſolemn Obhgations, ſilences every other 
Affection, whether Public or Private, 
and transforms the moſt gentle Natures ' 
into the moſt ſavage and inhuman. Such 
an exorbitant Paſſion is like the enormous 
Growth of a natural Member, which not 


only draws from the Nouriſhment of the 
reſt, but threatens the Mortification of 


the whole Body, and in the mean time 
occaſions intolerable Pain and Anguiſh. 


Ia fine, all the natural Affections, like 


the animal Spirits, or Humours of a 
ſtrong Body, if reſtrained from their 


proper Play, turn furious or melancholic, 


and generally force their way by ſome 


violent Diſcharge, no leſs hurtful to the 


Patient than offenfive to thoſe with 


whom he is connected. 


Whereas the Man who =_ gb of” 
keeps the Balance of Affection T Fae 
even, is eaſy and ſerene in his ox. : 
Motions ; mild and yet affectionate ; 


uniform and conſiſtent with himſelf ; is 
not liable to diſagreeable Colliſions of In- 


tereſts and Paſſions ;/ gives always place 
to the moſt friendly and humane Aﬀe- 
ctions, and. never to Diſpoſitions or Acts 
9 M3. — 
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of Refontmient,: but on high Occaſions, 
when the Security of the private, or Wel- 
fare of the public Syſtem, or the great 
Intereſts of Mankind neceſſarily require 
a noble Indignation ; and even then he 
obſerves a juſt Meaſure in Wrath; and 
laſt of all he proportions every Paſſion to, 

the Value of the Object he affects, or to 
the Importance of the End he purſues. 

Sum ef the To ſum up this Part of the 
Argunent. Argument, the honeſt and geod 
Man has eminently the Advantage of the 


1 knaviſb and ſelfiſh Wretch in every reſpect. 


The Pleaſures which the /aft enjoys flow 
chiefly from external Advantages and 
Gratifications; are ſuperficial and tran- 
ſitory; ; daſhed with long Intervals of Sa- 
tirty, and frequent Returns of Remorſe 
and Fear; dependent on favourable Ac- 
cidents and Conjunctures; and ſubjected 
to the Humours of Men. But the good 
Mar is ſatisfied from himſelf; his prin- 
cipal Poſſeſſions lie within, and thereſore 
beyond the Reach of the Caprice of Men 

or Fortune; his Enjoy ments are exquiſite 
and permanent; accompanied with no 
inward Checks to damp them, and al- 
ways with Ideas of Dignity and Selt-Ap- 
Probation may be taſted at any = 

and 
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and in any Place “. a 


of Vice are turbulent and unnatural, 


nerally ariſing from the Relief of Paſſions. 
in themſelves intolerable, and iſſuing in: 
tormenting Reflections; often irritated 
by. D.ſappointment, always inflamed by. 
Enjoyment; and yet ever cloyed with 


Repetition. The Pleafures of Virtus are 


calm and natural; flowing from the Ex- 


erciſe of kind Affections, or delightful 


Reflections in conſequence of them; not 


only agreeable in the Proſpect, but in the 
preſent Feeling ; they never ſitiate, or 


loſe their Reliſh ; nay, rather the, Admi- 
ration of Virtue grows ſtronger every. 
; and not only is the Deſire but the 


Emoyment heightened by every new Gra- 


tification; and unlike to moſt others, it. 
is increaſed, not diminiſhed by Sympathy 
and Communication. In fine, the Satiſ- 
factions of Virtue may be purchaſed with- 


out a Bribe, and poſſeſſed in the hum- 
bleſt, as well as the moſt triumphant 
Fortune; they can bear the ſtricteſt Re- 


view, do not change with Circumſtances, 
nor grow old with Time. Force cannot 


rob, nor-Fraud cheat us of them 3 > and, 


M 4 to 


e the late i ingenious Dial. on apes: by ]. H. 
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to crown all, inſtead of abating, they 
enhance every other Pleaſure, _ 
Rebiruct But the happy Conſequen- 
| Efefts of ces of Virtue are ſeen, not 
Fire. only in the Internal Enjoy- 


ments it affords a Man, but in the 
% favourable Diſpoſition of External 


« Cauſes towards him, to which it con- 
« tributes.” 


| On the Body. 


Command of one's Paſſions, the Conſe- 


quence muſt be Heart's Eaſe, and a fine 
natural Flow of Spiri's, which conduce 


more than any thing elſe to Health and 


long Life. Violent Paſſions, and the Ex- 
cefles they occaſion, gradually impair and 
wear down the Machine. But the calm 
placid State of a temperate Mind, and 


the healthful Bxerciſes in which Virtue 
engages her faithful Votaries, preſerve 


the natural Functions in full Vigour and 


Harmony, and exhilarate the Spirits, 
which are the chief Inſtruments of Action. 


Wie might add, what will appear perhaps 


too refined, that as Virtue 1s the ſound 


Temperament and beautiful Complexion 
of the Soul, ſo it even diffuſes ſome- 
times a congenial Air of Beauty over the 


Body, 


As Vis run gives the . 
Poſſeſſion of one*s ſelf and the 
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Body, lights up, and ſpreads out the 


Countenance into a certain Openneſs, 


Chearfulneſs and Dignity, thoſe natural 


Irradiations of inward Worth, which Po- 
liteneſt, that Ape of Virtue, may imitate, 


but can never fully attain.— In fine, Tem- 
perance, which has been called ſometimes 


the Mother, and at other times the Nur/e 
of the Virtues, is beautifully deſcribed 


by an ingenious Author“, to be that 
Virtue without Pride, and Fortune with- 
out Envy, that gives Indolence of Body 
and Tranquillity of Mind; the beſt 


Guardian of Youth and Support of old 


Age, the Tutelar Goddeſs of Health, 


and univerſal Medicine of Life, that 
clears the Head, ſtrengthens the Nerves, 


enlightens the Eyes, and comforts the 
A | | 
lt may by ſome be thought 0, ,,-; F;. 


odd to aflert, that Virtue is tune, Inte- 
no Enemy to a Man's Fortune ref, Te - 

in the preſent State of Things. —But if, 
by Fortune, be meant a moderate or com- 


petent Share of Wealth, Power, or Credit, 
not overgrown- Degrees of them, what 


ſhould. hinder the virtuous Man from 


Obtaining that? He cannot cringe or 


* '® See Temple Mifcelt, Part 1. Tra#h. 6. 
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fawn, it is true, but he can be civil and 


obliging as well as the Knave ; and 
ſurely, his Civility is more alluring, be- 


cauſe it has more Manlineſs and Grace in 


it than the mean Adulation of the other; 
he cannot cheat -or undermine, but he 
may be cautious, provident, watchful of 


Occaſions, and equally prompt with the 


Rogue in improving them; he ſcorns to 


proflitute himſelf as a Pandar to the Paſ- 


ions, or as a Tool to the Vices of Man- 
kind, but he may have as ſound an Un- 


: derſtanding and as go ood Capacities for 
promoting their real Intereſts as the ve- 
rieſt Court-Slave ; and then, he is more 


faithful and true to 'thoſe who em ploy 


him. In the common Courſe of Buſineſs, 
he has the ſame Chances with the Knave 


of acquiri 1 a Fortune, and riſing in tbe 


World. He may have equal Abilities, 


equal Induſtry, equal Attention to Buſi- 
neſs; and in other reſpects he has greatly 
the Advantage of him. People love 
| better to deal with him; they dan truſt 


him more; they know he will not im- 
| poſe on them, nor take Advantage of 
them, and can depend more on his Word 


Than on the Oath or ſtrongeſt Securities 
of others. Wremen "ae is 1 


Lalled 


e 
called Cunninc, which is the Offspring 


of Ignorance, and conſtant Companion of 
Knavery, is not only a mean- ſpirited, but 


a very ſhort-ſighted Talent, and a funda- 


mental obſtacle in the Road of . Buſineſs. 
It may procure indeed immediate and 


petty Gains, but it is attended with 


dreadful Abatements, which do more 


than over-balance them, both as it ſinks 


a Man's Credit when diſcovered, and 
cramps that Largeneſs of Mind, which 
extends to the remoteſt as well as the 


neareſt Intereſt, and takes in the moſt 


durable, equally with the moſt tranſient 

Gains. It is therefore eaſy to ſee how 
much a Man's Credit and Reputation, and 
conſequently his Succeſs, depend on his 
Honeſty and Virtue. The truly _ 


Man has no Character to perſonate, no 


| Maſk to wear.; his Deſigns are tranſpa- 


rent, ana one Part of his Diſcourſe and 


Conduct exactly tallies with another. 


Having no ſordid Views to promote, no 


mean Paſſions to ſerve, but wiſhing well 


to every body, and doing all the Good 


he can, he is intrenched and guarded 
#ound by Innocence and Virtue 4, and, 
though he is not ſecured againſt Misfor- 
tunes, yet his Character and the Friends 


his 
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his Merit has procured him will fre- 


_ . quently retrieve him. Whereas Tricking, 


as one well expreſſes it, is a ſort of Diſ- 
guiſe, by which a Man hides himſelf in 


one Place, and expoſes himſelf in another. 
Beſides, Falſbood and Roguery are variable 
-unſettled Things, and the Source of a 


Conduct both irreſolute and inconſiſtent. 


They muſt often change hands, and be 


ever contriving new Expedients as Acci- 


dents vary; and one lame Meaſure muſt 


always limp on after another to ſuppoit 
and back it. So that an inexhauſted 


Fund of Craft is neceſſary to play the 
| Knave to any purpoſe, and to maintain 


for any time a counterfeit Character. 
When he is once detected, his Credit is 
blown for ever; and, unleſs he is a great 
_ Maſter in Diſſimulation, his artificial 
Conduct will ever render him obnoxious 


to Suſpicion, which is ever ſharp-ſighted. 
Even the good Man is not ſecure againſt 


the Attacks of Calumny, but he is a med 


againſt its Sting. If he cannot ſilence, he 


will confute Detraction by obſtinately per- 
ſiſting in being virtuous and doing good; 
in time almighty Truth will prevail, and 
he might extort Veneration from the 


Partial, as well as obtain a chearful Tri- 


(9) 
bute from the Candid Judges of Merti. 
But ſhould the Cloud, in. Which Malice 
or Envy may have involved his Virtue, 
never be entirely diſſipated in his Life, 


yet Death, that Soother of Envy and 
the Malevolent Paſſions, will totally diſ- 

pel any remaining Gloom, and diſplay 
his Character in all its genuine and un- 
ſtained Glory. For the Bed of Virtue is 


a Bed of Honour, and he who dies in it, 
cannot die unlamented by the Good, nor 
unreverenced by the Bad. | 

With regard to Security and 9, ,,, 
Peace with his Neighbours, it Peace and 
may be thought perhaps, that 2 


the Man of a quiet forgiving 1 e 
and a flowing Benevolence and Courteſy, 
is much expoſed to Injury and Affronts 
from every proud or  peeviſh Mortal, 


who has the Power or Will to do Miſchief. 
If we ſuppoſe indeed, this Quietneſs and 
Gentleneſs of Nature accompanied with 


Cowardice or Puſillanimiiy, this may often 


be the Caſe; but in reality, the good Man 
is bold as a Lion. and ſo much the bolder 


for being the calmer. Such a Perſon will 


hardly be a But to Mankind. The ill- 
natured will be afraid to provoke him, 


and the good-natured will not incline to 


do 
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do it. - Beſides, true Virtue, which is 
conducted by Reaſon, and exerted grace- 
fully and without Parade, is a moſt in- 
ſinuating and commanding Thing; if it 
cannot diſarm Malice and Reſentment at 
once, it will wear them out by Degrees, 
and ſubdue them at length. How many 
have, by Favours and prudently yielding, 
triumphed over an Enemy who would 


have been enflamed into tenfold Rage by 
the fierceſt Oppoſition! In fine, Goodneſs 
is the moſt univerſally popular Thing 


that can be. Though the Prejudices or 


Paſſions of Men may ſometimes dreſs it 


up in the Diſguiſe of Weakneſs, or de- 


face it with unlovely Features, yet let 
the Maſk be dropt, and the lovely Form 
— as it is, the moſt prejudiced will 

reſpect, the unprejudiced admire and love 
it, and all will be afraid, or at taft 


aſtiamed, to traduce or offend a Thing 


ſo innocent and ſo God- like. 
on ee, Io conclude, the good Nan 
Family. may have ſome Enemies, but 


he will have more Friends, and having 
given ſo many Marks of private Friend- 
ſhip or public Virtue, he can hardly be 


_ deftitute of a Patron to protect, or a 


Dy o entertain him, or to enter- 
tain 
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tain and protect his Children when he is 


gone. Tho? he ſhould have little elle to 
leave them, he bequeaths them the faireſt, 
and generally the moſt unenvied laheri- 


tance of a good Name, which, like good 


Seed ſown in the Field of F uturity, will 


often raiſe up unſolicited Friends, and 
yield a benevolent Harveſt of unexpected 


Charities. But ſhould the Fragrance of 


the Parent's Virtue prove offenſive ro a 
perverſe or envious Age, or even draw 


Perſecution on the friendleſs Orphans, 
there is one in Heaven, who will be more 
than a Father to them, and recompenſe 


their Parent's Virtues by ſhowermg down 


Bleſſings on them. The Thoughts of 


teaving them in ſuch good Hands fuſtain 


the honeft Parent, and make him ſmile 
in the Agonies of Death; being ſecure 
that that almighty Friend, who has diſ- 


penſed ſach a Profufion of Bounties to 
himſelf, cannot prove an unkind Guar- 


dian, or an unfaithful Truſtee to his fa- 


therleſs Offspring. This leads to con- 


ſider 2 fubhirac Mohr. and noble Mould 


to Virtue, from whence & derives its 
firmeſt Support, and in which it receives 


its higheſt F — and Luſtre. 
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89 en. III. 


Motive to Virtue from the BE and 


PROVIDENCE: of Go. 


A * E SIDES the intereſting 
nal Motives- Motives: mentioned in 
fo Virtue. | 


the laſt Sef7on, there are two 
great. Motives to Virtue, ſtrictiy con- 
nected with Human Life, and reſulting 


from the very Conſtitution of the human 
Mind. The Firſt is the BIN and PRo- 
VIDENCE of Gop; the Second is the 
ImwmorTALITY: of the Soul, with ſuture 


Rewards and Puniſhments. 
Weir Impor- 


a RELIGIOUS Creature. He is intimately 


connected with the Deiiy, and neceſſarily 


dependent on him. From that Connection 
and neceſſary Depende ce reſult various 
Obligations and Duties, without fulfilling 


which, ſome of his ſublimeſt Powers 


and Affections would be incomplete and 
| abortive. If he be likewiſe an IuMok- 
TAL Creature, and if his preſent Conduct 


mall affect his future Happineſs in another 


State as well as in the preſent, it is evident 
that we take only a * View of the 
Creature 


It appears from Sep. 4. of 
face. Hook II that Man, by the Con- 
fitution of his Nature, is deſigned to be 


Mind, give a F wy and Ampleneſs 
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Creature if we leave out this important 
Property of his Nature, and make a par- 
tial Eſtimate of human Life, if we ſtrike 


out of the Account, or over-look that 


Part cf his Duration which runs out into 
Eternity.—We ſhall therefore conſider 


the Motives which ariſe from the former 


Connection in this Seficn, and thoſe 


ariſing from the latter in the next. 
It is evident from the a- „; 
bove· mentioned Section, * that : 
* to have a Reſpect to the Dezty in our 


_ © Temper and Conduct, to vexerate and 
* Hove his Character, to adore his Good» 
ne, to depend upon and re/ign ourſelves 


6* to his Providence, to ſeek his Approba- 


© tion, and af under a Senſe of his Au- 


« thority, is a fundamental Part of moral 
i Virtue, and the Completion of the ben 
* Deſtination of our Nature.“ 

But as Piety is an eſſential 4 Support to 
part of Virtue, ſo likewiſe it Vie. 


is a great Support and Enforcement to the | 


Practice of it. To contemplate and ade 


mire a Being of ſuch tranſcendent Dig- 


nity and Perfection as Gop, mult natu- 


rally and neceſſarily＋ open and enlarge the 


to 
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d its Powers, and a Grandeur and Eleva- 
tion to its Aims. For, as an excellent 
Divine Þ obſerves, the Greatneſs of an 
< Object, and the Excellency of the Act 
of any AGENT about a. tranſcendent 
Object, doth mightily tend to the En- 
largement and Improvement of his Fa- 
„ culties.” Little Objects, mean Com- 
pany, mean Cares, and mean Buſineſs 


_ _ Cramp the Mind, contract its Views, and 


give it a creeping Air and Deportment. 
But when it ſoars above mortal Cares and 


mortal Purſuits, into the Regions of Di-- 


vinity, and converſes with the greateſt. 
and beſt of Beings, it ſpreads itſelf into a 
wider Compaſs, takes higher Flights in 
Reaſon and Goodneſs, and becomes God- 
like in its Air and Manners. Virtue is, 


if one may ſay. ſo, both. the Efe# and: 
Cauſe of Largeneſs of Mind. It requires 

that one think. freely, and a& nobly. 
Now what can conduce more to Freedom. 


of Thought and Dignity of Action, than 
to conceive worthily of God, to reverence 
and adore his unriyalled Excellency, to 
imitate and tranſcribe that Excellency 
into our own Nature, to remember our 


Relation to him, and that we are the 
Ds LO ug Image 


T Vid. Whichcot's Serm. P art II. Serm. VI. | 
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Image and Repreſentatives. of his Glory 
to the reſt of the Creation? Such Feel- 
ings and Exercifes muſt and will. make 
us ſcorn all Actions that are baſe, un- 
handſome, or unworthy our State; and 
the Relation we ſtand in to God, will ir- 
radiate the Mind with the Light of Wiſ- 
dom, and ennoble it with the Liberty 
and Dominion of Virtue. | 
The Influence and Efficacy O,, 
of Religion may be conſidered Enforcement 
in another Light. We all“ ORE. 
know that the Preſence of a Friend, a. 
Neighbour, or any Number of Specta - 
tors, but eſpecially an auguſt Aſſembly 
of them, uſes to be a conſiderable Check 
upon the Conduct of one who is not loſt 
to a Senſe of Honour and Shame, and 
contributes to reſtrain. many irregular- 
Salltes of Paſſion. In the ſame manner 
we may imagine, that the Awe of ſome 
ſuperior Mind, who is fuppoſed privy. to 
our ſecret Conduct, and armed with full 
Power to reward or puniſh it, will im- 
poſe a Reſtraint on us in ſuch Actions as 
fall not under the Controul or Animad- 
verſion of others. If we go {till higher, 
and ſuppoſe our inmoſt Fhoughts and 
darkeſt. Deſigns, as well as our molt ſe- 
= eret 
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ceret Actions, to lie open to. the Notice 
of the ſupreme and univerſal Mind, who 
is both the Spectator and Judge of human 
Actions, it is evident that the Belief of 
ſo auguſt a Preſence, and ſuch au ful 
Inſpection, myſt carry a Reſtraint and 
Weight with it proportioned to the 
Strength of that Belief, and be an ad: i- 
tional Motive to the Practice of many 


Duties which would not have been per- 


formed without it. — As our Senſe of Ho- 
nour or Blame is increaſed in proportion 
to the Eſteem we have of thoſe who be- 
ſtow either, ſhall we ſuppoſe no Senſibi- 
lity to the Applauſe, or Cenſure of him 
whom we believe to be the Judge as well 
as Standard: of all Perfection? And if 
we ſuppoſe ſuch a Senſibility, can. we 
deny that it will operate on every Mind 
which feels it, both. as an Incentive to de- 


ferve that Applauſe and as a Guard to 


avoid that Cenſure? We may. ſuppoſe 
ſome Caſes in which the virtuous Man, 
through the Force of Prejudices againſt 


him, and becauſe of the falſe Lights 
in which his Actions are viewed, may be 


tempted to renounce the honeſt Cauſe by 
which he happens to incur Reproach or 


Reidicule. But if he can make Eis Ap- 
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peal from the Opinions of Men to the 


Searcher of Hearts, it is evident that the 
Conſciouſneſs of ſo high a Sar ction may 
bear him out in his Courſe, and conſe- 
quently be a Support to his Virtue, and 
in due time may teach him to deſpiſe the 
Strife of Tongues, nay the utmoſt Efforts 
of Malice and Envy. 
But a good Man may like- 1 Cafes f 
wiſe fell a Sacrifice to Power the greateft 
or to Injuſtice; his Life may 7 
be a Series of Misfortunes, and his Virtue. 
may have expoſed him to many of them; 
the Conſtitution and State of his Body, 
and peculiar Preſſures on his Mind, may 
incapacitate him for enjoying the natural 


L Frui's of Virtue, at leaſt with an high 


Reliſh. How ſupporting in {ch a Cale, 
nay how preſcrvative mult it be to his In- 
tegrity, and what an Antidote againſt that 
Gloom and Fretfulneſs which are apt to 
invade the Min] in ſuch Circumſtances- 
of Trial, to b-lieve that infinite Wiſdom 
and Goodnefs preſide in the Univerſe; 
that every Event being under th ir Di- 
rection, is the Cauſe or > Conſequence of 
ſome greater Good to him, or to the 
whole ; that thoſe Misfortunes which 
befall him are W :d by Heaven to 
| correct 
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correct his Follies, to improve or ſecure 
his Virtues, and conſequently to in- 
creaſe his Happineſs! Theſe Sentiments 
thoroughly felt muſt and will ſerve as a 
Charm to ſooth his Sorrows, and confirm 


his Loyalty and Reſignation to the ſu- 


preme Providence. 

In fine, let the Diſpoſition of external 
Cauſes be ever ſo unfavourable to the good 
Man, yet, as he is conſcious that the al- 
mighty Governor is his Parent, Patron and 
Friend, he may reſt ſecure that he will 
either ſuſtain and guard him in the midſt 
of his Troubles, or direct and over- rule 

them to his greateſt Good. 


| Brerciſes | It may be obſerved farther, 
: 2 % that “ to live under an habi- 
Virtue. e tual Senſe of the Deich and his 


« great Adminiſtration, is to be conver- 
* fant with Wiſdom, Order and Beauty in 
* the higheſt Subjects, and to receive 
“ the delightful Reflections and benign 
Fieelings which theſe excite, while they 


« jrradiate upon him from every Scene 


of Nature and Providence.“ How 


improving muſt ſuch Views be to the 

Mind, in dilating and exalting it above 
_ thoſe puny Intereſts and Competitions 
which agitate and. enflame the Bulk of 
5 Man- 
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Mankind againſt each other! c What ge- 
nial and propitious Influence on the Tem- 


per muſt the Admiration and Love of Di- 
vine Goodneſs have, when it is conſidered 
as diffuſed through infinite Space, to in- 
finite Races of Creatures, and ſtretching 
from Eternity to Eternity]! What Can- 


dor, Mildneſs, Benignity of Heart, and 


what Grandeur as well as Sweetneſs of 


Manners muſt it inſpire? To conclude, 


with what alluring and commanding 


Energy muſt his Benefits call forth our 
Gratitude, his Example our Imib ation, his 


Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs, our Confi- 
dence and Hope, his Applauſe our Ambition 
to deferve it? And how muſt his Pre- 
ſence ſtrongly believed, or rither power- 


fully felt, enliven and fortify theſe and 


every other Principle of Virtue ? 


% 


-_ 


'SE CT. Iv. 


Motive to Virtue from the Immortality 


of the Soul, &c. 
HE other Motive men- N 
tioned was the Immorta- rents for tp 


lity of the Soul, with future Immortality. 


Rewards and Puniſhments. The metha- 


pby/ical Proofs of the Soul's Immortality, 
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are commonly drawn from its Smple, un- 
compoun e,, and indiviſible Nature, from 
whence it is concluded, that it cannot be 


corrupted or extinguiſhed by a Diſſolu- 


tion or Deſt ruction of Parts, — from its 
having a Beginning of Motion within it- 


ſelt, whence it is inferred, that it cannot 


diſcontinue and loſe its Motion, — from 
the different Properties of Matter and 
Mind, the Sluggiſhneſs and Inactivitiy of 
one, and the immenſe Afirity of the 
other, its prodigious Flight of Thought 
and Imagination, its Penetration, Memory, 
Forefight, and Anticipations of Futarit”, 
from whence it is concluded, that a Being 
of ſo divine a Nature cannot be extin- 
guiſnhed. But as theſe metaphyſical Proofs 
depend on intricate Reaſonings concern- 
ing the Nature, Properties, and Diſtin- 
crions of Body and Mind, with which we 
ate not very well acquainted, they are 
not obvious to ordinary Underſtand- 
ings, and are ſeldom ſo convincing even 
to thoſe of higher Reach, as not to leave 
ſome Doubts behind them. Therefore 
perhaps it is not ſo ſafe to reſt the Proof 
of ſuch an important Article, on what 
many may call the Subleties of School- 
Learning, Thoſe Profs which are brought 
from 
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from "alan. from the moral Conſtitution 


and Phenomena of the human Mind, the 
moral Attributes of God, and the preſent 


| Courſe of Things, and which are- therefore 


called the moral Arguments, are the plain- 

eſt, and generally the moſt latisfying. We 

ſhall ſelect only one or two from the reſt. 
In tracing the Nature and Mora! Proof 


Deſtination of any Being, we From dualgy. 


form the ſureſt Judgment from his Powers 


of A#ion, and the Scope and Limits of theſe 


compared with his State, or with that 
Field in which they are exerciſed. If _ 
Being paſſes through different States, 

Fields of Action, and we find a Surcelon on 
of Powers ada ted to the different Periods 
of his Progreſs, we conclude that he was 


deſtined for thoſe ſucceſſive States, and 


reckon his Nature Progreſive. If, beſides 
the immediate Set of Powers which. fit 
him for Action in his preſent State, we 
obſerve another Set which appears ſuper- 
fluous, if he was to be confined to it, and 
which point to another or higher one, we 
naturally conclude, that he is not deſigned 
to remain in his preſent State, but to ad- 
vance to that for which thoſe ſupernume- 
rary Powers are adapted. Thus we argue 
that We Nies, a has Wings formi 24 
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or formed, and all the Apparatus proper 
for Flight, is not deſtined always to creep 
on the Ground, or to continue in the tor- 
pid State of adhering to a Wall, but is 
deſigned in its Seaſon to take its Flight in 
Air. Without this farther Deſtination, 
the admirable Mechaniſm of Wings and 
the other Apparatus, would be uſeleſs and 
abſurd. The fame kind of Reaſoning 
may be applied to Man, while he lives 
only a ſort of vegetative Life in the Womb. 
He is furniſhed even there with a beanti- 
ful Apparatus of Organs, Eyes, Ears, An 
Other delicate Senſes, which receive Nou- 
riſhment indeed, but are in a manner 
folded up, and have no proper Exereiſe 
or Uſe in their preſent Confinement.“ 
Let us ſuppoſe ſome intelligent Spectator, 
who had never any Connection with Man, 
Nor the leaſt Acquaintance with human 
Affairs, to ſee this odd Phenomenon, a 
Creature formed after ſuch a manner, and 
placed in a Situation apparently unſuitable 
to ſuch various Machinery, muſt he not 

be ſtrangely puzzled about the Uſe of His 
complicated Structure, and reckon ſuch a 
Profuſion of Art and admirable Work- 

1 loſt on the OT or reaſon ww 
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Way of Anticipation, that a Creature, 


endued with ſuch various, yet unexerted 


Capacities, was deſtined for a more enlar- 
ged Sphere of Action, in which thoſe latent 
Capacities ſhall have full Play? The vaſt 


Variety, and yet beautiful Symmetry and 
Proportions of the ſeveral Parts and Or- 


gans with which the Creature is endued, 


and their apt Coheſion with, and Depen- 


dence on, the curious Receptacle of their 
Life and Nouriſhment, would forbid his 


_ concluding the Whole to be the Birth of 
Chance, or the bungling Effort of an un- 


ſkilful Artiſt, at leaſt would make him 
demur a-while at ſo harſh a Sentence. But 
if, while he is in this State of Uncertainty, 


vue ſuppoſe him to fee the Babe, after a few 


ſucceſsful Struggles, throwing off his Fet- 
ters, breaking looſe from his little dark 
Prifon, and emerging into open Day, 
then unfolding his recluſe and dormant 
Powers, breathing in Air, gazing at Light, 
admitting Colours, Sounds, and all the 
fair Variety of Nature, immediately his 
Doubts clear up, the Propriety and Ex- 
cellency of the Workmanſhip dawn upon 
him with full Luſtre, and the whole My- 
ſtery of the fr ff Period is unravelled by 


the opening of this new Scene. Though 


. N 2 2 2 


* 
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in this ſecond Period the Creature lives 
chiefly a kind of animal Life, i. e. of Senſe 
and Appetite, yet by various Trials and 
_ Obſervations, he gains Experience, and by 


the gradual Evolution of the Powers of 
Imagination, he ripens apace for an higher 


Life, for exerciſing the Arts of Defign and 
Imitation, and of thoſe in which Strength 
or Dexterity are more requiſite than A- 
cuteneſs or Reach of Judgment. In the 


ſucceeding rational or intellectual Period, 
his Underſtanding, which formerly crept in 


a lower, mounts into an higher Sphere, 


canvaſſes the Natures, judges of the Re- 


lations of Things, forms Schemes, dedu- 
ces Conſequences from what is paſt, and 
from preſent as well as paſt, collects future 
Events. By this Succeſſion of States, and 


of correſpondent Culture, he grows up at 
length into a moral, a ſocial, and a political 
Creature, This is the laſt Period, at which 
we perceive him to artive in this his mortal 
Career. Each Period is introductory to 


the next ſucceeding one; each Life is a 


Field of Exerciſe and Improvement for 


the next higher one, the Life of the Fatus 


for that of the Infant, the Lite of the Inſani 


for that of the Child, and all the lower 


for the higheſt and beſt. *—But is this the 


8 lo © 
See Butler's Analogy, Part I. 


( 293 3 

laſt Period of Nature's Progreflic? Is 
this the utmoſt Extent of her Plot, where 
the winds up the Drama, and diſmiſſes 

the Actor into eternal Oblivion? Or does 
he appear to be inveſted with ſupernume- 
rary Powers, which have not full Exerci'e 
and Scope, even in the laſt Scene, and 


reach not that Maturity or Perfection of 


which they are capable; and therefore 
point to ſome higher Scene, where he is to 
fuſtain another and more important Cha- 


racter than he has yet ſuſtained ? If any 
ſuch there are, may we not conclude by 


Analogy, or in the ſame Way of Antici- 


pation as before, that he is deſtined for 


that After- part, and is to be produced upon 
a more auguſt and ſolemn Stage, where 
his ſublimer Powers ſhall have propor- 


tioned Action, and its Nature attain its 


Completion? 
If we attend to that Curief ity, Powers 17 ; 
or prodigious Thirſt of Know- 551, 7 an 


point to an 


edge, which is natural to the After-Life. 


Mind in every Period of its Progreſs, anc 
conſider withal the endleſs Round of Bu- 
ſineſs and Care, and the various Hard- 
ſhips to which the Bulk of Mankind are 


Chained down, it is evident, 


that in this preſent State, it is MN: 


N 3 | im- 
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pls to expect the Gratification of an 
Appetite at once ſo inſatiable and ſo noble. 


Our Senſes, the ordinary Organs by which 


Knowledge is let into the Mind, are always 
imperfect, and often e the Ad- 
vantages of aſſiſting, or correcting them, 


are poſſeſſed by few; the Difficulties of 
finding out Truth amidſt the various and 
contradictory Opinions, Intereſts, and Paſ- 
ſions of Mankind, are many; and the 


Wants of the Cremuare: and of thoſe with 
_ whom he is connected, numerous and ur- 
gent; ſo that it may be ſaid of moſt Men, 


that their inlellectua Organs are as much 


mut up and ſecluded from proper Nouriſh- 
ment and Exerciſe in that little Circle to 
| Which they are confined, as the Sodihy Or- 
gans are in the Womb. Nay, thoſe who 


to an aſpiring Genius have added all the 
Aſſiſtances of Art, Leiſure, and the moſt 


liberal Education, what narrow Proſpects 
can even they take of this unbounded 


Scene of Things from that little Eminence 


bon which they ſtand? And how eagerly 


do they ſtill graſp at new Diſcoveries, 
without any Satisfaction or Limit to their 


Ambition? 
 Aforal. . But mould it be ſ TTY that 
Powers, Man is made for Attion, and 


not 
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not. for- Speculation, or fruitleſs Searches: 
after Knowledge, we aſk, for what kind 


of Action ? Is it only for bodily Exerciſes, 


or for moral, political, and religious ones ? : 
Of all theſe he is capable, yet by the un- 
avoidable Circumſtances of his Lot, he is 
tied down to the former, and has hardly 


any Leiſure to think of the latter, or, if 
he has, wants the proper Inſtruments of 


exerting them. The Love of Virtue, of 
one's Friends and Country, the generous 
Sympathy with Mankind, and beroic Zeal of 


Aoing Good, which are all fo zatural to 


great and good Minds, and ſome Traces 


of which are found in the loweſt, are fel. 
dom umied with proportioned Means or 


Opportunities of exerciſing them; ſo that 
the moral Spring, the noble Energies and 
Impulſes of the Mind, can hardly find 
proper 8 even in che moſt fortunate 


Condition ; but are much depreſſed in 
ſome, and almoſt entirely reſtrained in the 


Generality, by the numerous Clogs of an 
mdigent, ſickly, or embarraſſed Life. Were 


ſuch mighty Powers, ſuch God-like Af- 


fections planted in the human Breaſt to 
be folded up in the narrow Womb of our 


| 28 Exiſtence, never to be produced 


RT, into 
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into a more perfect Life, nor to — 7055 
in the ample Career of Immortality? 
Let it be conſidered, 
the ſame time, that no Poel. 
Exiſtece ſion, no Enjoyment within the 


Un -tisfied 
— res of 


andH. 22 


705 & Round of Mortal Things is 


commenſurate to the Deſires, 


or adequate to the Capacities of the 
Mind. The moſt envied Condition has 
its Abatements, the happieſt (onjuncture 


of Fortune leaves many Wiſhes behind, 
and after the higheſt Gratifieations, the 


Mind is carried forward in Purſuit of new 
ones without End. Add to all, the fond 

Deere of Immortality, the ſecret Dread of 
Non. exiſtence, and the high unremitting 
Pulſe of the Soul beating for Perfection, 
joined to the Improbability or the Impoſ- 


ſibility of attaining it here; and then judge 
whether this elaborate Structure, this mag- 
nificent Apparatus of inward Powers and 


Organs, does not plainly point out an 
 Here-after, and intimate. Eternity to Man? 


Docs Nature give the finiſhing Touches 
to the leſſer and ignobler Inſtances of her 
Skill, and raiſe every other Creature to 
the Maturity and Perfection of his Being, 


and ſhall ſhe leave her principal Work- 
manſhip unfiniſhed ? Does ſhe carry the 


Vege- 


— 2» 


= 4 Vegetative and Animal Life in Man to ther 


tull Vigour, and higheſt Deftination, and 
Mall ſhe ſuffer his Iutellectual, his Moral, 


his Divine Life to fade away, and be for 
ever extinguiſhed? Would ſuch. Abor- 


tions in- the moral World be congruous 


to that Perfection of Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
which upholds and adorns the Natural? 


We mult therefore conclude, ere 


from this Detail, that the Pre- Man immor- 
ſent State, even at its beſt, is 
only the Woms of Man's Being, in which 


the nobleſt Principles of his Nature are in a 


manner fettered, or ſecluded from a cor- 
reſpondent Sphere of Action, and there- 


fore deſtined for a future and unbounded 


State, where they ſhall emancipate them- 


ſelves, and exert the Fulneſs of their 
Strength. The moſt accompliſhed Mor- 


tal, in this low and dark Apartment of 
Nature, is only the Rudiments of what he 
ſhall be, when he takes his Etherial 
Flight, and puts on Immortality. With- 
out a Reference to that State, Man were 
a mere Abortion, a rude unfiniſned Em- 


bryo, a Monſter in Nature. But this 
being once ſuppoſed, he ſtill maintains 


his Rank, of the Maſter- piece of che 


Creation; his latent Powers are all ſuit- 
able to the Harmony and Progreſſion of 
N Nature, 
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Nature, his noble Aſpirations, and the 


Pains of his Diſſolution, are his Efforts 


toward a ſecond Birth, the Pangs of his 


Delivery into Light, Liberty, and Per- 


fection; and Death, his Diſcharge from 
Goal, his Separation from his Fellow- 
Priflcrs, and Introduction into the Aſ- 
ſembly of thoſe heroic Spirits who are 
gone before him, and of their great eter- 


nal Parent. The Fetters of his Mortal 


Coil being looſened, and his Priſon-Walls 
broke down, he will be bare and open 
on every Side to the Admiſſion of Truth 


and Virtue, and their fair Attendant, Hap- 
pineſs; every Vital and Intellectual Spring 


will evolve itſelf, with a divine Elaſticity, 
in the free Air of Heaven. He will not 
'then peep at the Univerſe and its glorious 
Author through a dark Grate, or a groſs 
Medium, nor receive the Reflections of 


his Glory through the ſtrait Openings of 


ſenſible Organs, but will be all Eye, all Air, 


all Etherial and Divine Feeling. Let one 
part however of the Analogy be attended 


to; that, as in the Womb we receive our 


Original Conſtitution, Form, and the eſ- 


ſential Stamina of our Being, which we 
ITY _ with 1 us into the wh. and 
| which 


. Relig. of Nat 5 7. 
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which greatly affect the ſucceeding Periods 
of our Life; ſo our Temper and Condi- 


tion in the future Life will depend on the 


Conduct we have obſerved, and the Cha- 
racter we have formed in the preſent Life. 
We are bere in Miniature what we ſhall 
be at full Length here- after. The firſt rude 


Sketch. or Out-lines of Reaſon and Virtue, 
muſt be drawn at preſent, to be after- 


wards enlarged to the Stature and Beauty of 


Angels. 


This, if duly attended to, Immortality 
a Guard and | 

muſt prove not only a Guard, Incentive 10 

but an admirable Incentive to Virtue. 


Virtue. For he who faithfully and ar- 
dently follows the Lights of Knowledge, 
and pants after higher Improvements in- 

Virtue, will be wonderfully animated and 


inflamed in that Purſuit, by a full Con- 
viction that the Scene does not cloſe with 
Life—that his Straggles ariſing from the 
Weakneſs of Nature, and the Strength of 
Habit, will be turned into Triumphs 


that his Career in the Tracks of Wiſdom 


and Goodneſs will be both ſwifter and 


| ſmoother—and thoſe generous Ardors with 


which he glows towards Heaven, i. e. the 


Perfection and Tnmortality of Virtue, will 
_ their es Object and Exerciſe in 


a Sphere 
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a Sphere proportionably enlarged, incor- 


what an inexpreſſible Damp mult it be to 
the good Man, to dread the total Extin- 
ction of that Light and Virtue, without 
which Life, nay Immortality itſelf, were 
not worth a ſingle Win? 


Frog frm Many Writers draw their 
 #heInequaily Proofs of the Immortality of 


11 Bela. the Soul, and of a future State 


ins. of Rewards and Puniſhments, 
from the unequal Diſtribution of theſe 
here. It cannot be diſſembled that wicked 
Men often eſcape the outward Puniſhment 


due to their Crimes, and do not feel the 
iuward in that meaſure. their Demerit 


ſeems to require, partly from the Callouſ- 
neſs induced upon their Nature by the 
Habits of Vice, and partly from the Diſ- 


"pation of their Minds abroad by Pleaſure | 


or Buſineſs— and ſometimes good Men do 
Not reap all the natural and genuine Fruits 


pol their Virtue, through the many unfore- 
ſeen or unavoidable Calamities in which 


they are involved. This no doubt, upon 


the Suppoſition of an all-wiſe and good 


Providence, where an Argument, and a 


ſtrong one too, for a future State, in 
which thoſesInequalities ſhall be corrected. 


But 


2 


ruptible, immortal. On the other hand, 


has preſent Rewards, and Vice 


- 
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But unleſs we ſuppoſe a prepellent good 


Order in the preſent Scene of Things, we 


| weaken the Proof of the Divine Admini- 
ſtration, and the Preſumption of any better 
Order in any future Period of it. Ne 


From Section the ſecond Of Belief of In- 
this Book it appears, that Virtue 7 977 
Support a- 
preſent Puniſhments annexed m1? Trials. 
to it, ſuch Rewards and Puniſhments as 
make Virtue, in moſt Caſes that happen, 
far more eligible than Vice; but, in the 
infinite Variety of Human Contingencies, 
it may ſometimes fail out, that the in- 
flexible Practice of Virtue ſhall deprive 
a Man of conſiderable Advantages to him- - 


ſelf, his Family or Friends, which he 


might gain by. a well-timed piece of 
Roguery, ſuppoſe by betraying his Truſt, 
voting againſt his Conſcience, felling his 
Country, or any other Crime, where the 
Security againſt Diſcovery fhall heighten 
the Temptation. Or, it may happen, 
that a ſtrict Adherence to his Honour, to 
his Religion, to the Cauſe of Liberty and 


Virtue, ſhall expoſe him, or his Family, 


to the Loſs of every thing, nay to Po- 
verty, Slavery, Death itſelf, or to Tor- 
ments far more intolerable. Now, what 
Om TE ſhal 
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mall ſecure a Man's Virtue in Circum- 
ſtances of ſuch Trial? What ſhall enforce 


the Obligations of Conſcience againſt the 


Allurements of ſo many Intereſts, the 
Dread of ſo many and ſo terrible Evils, 


and the almoſt unſurmountable Averſion 


of human Nature to exceſſive Pain? The 
Conflict is the greater, when the Circum- 


ſtances of the Crime are ſuch as eaſily ad - 


mit a Variety of Alleviations from Neceſ- 


ty, Natural Affection, Love to one's Fa- 
mily, or Friends, perhaps in indigence ? 


Theſe will give it even the Air of Virtue. 
Add to all, that the Crime may be thought 


to have few bad Conſequences, - may be 


eaſily concealed—or imagined poſſible to 


be retrieved in a good meaſure, by future 
good Conduct. It is obvious to which 


Side moſt Men will kan in ſuch a Caſe, 


and how much need there is of a Balance 


in the oppoſite Scale, from the Conſide- 


ration of a God, of a Providence, and of 
an immortal State of Retribution; to keep 


the Mind firm and uncorrupt in thoſe or 
ke Inſtances of ſingular Trial, or Diſtreſs. 


In the gen-. But without ſuppoſing ſuch 
ral Curſe of peculiar Inſtances, a Senſe of 
Life. a Governing Mind, and a Per- 


' ſuaſion that Virtue is not only befriended 


by 


< 
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= by. him here, but will be crowned by him 


hereafter with Rewards ſuitable to its Na- 
ture, vaſt in themſelves, and immortal in 
their Duration, muſt be not only a mighty 


Support and Incentive to the Practice of 


Virtue, but a ſtrong Barrier againſt Vice. 


The Thoughts of an almighty Judge and 
of an impartial future Reckoning, are 


often alarming, inexpreſſibly ſo, even to 
the ſtouteſt Offenders. On the other hand, 
how ſupporting muſt it be to the good 
Man, to think that he acts under the Eye 
of his Friend, as well as Judge! How 
improving, to conſider the preſent State 
as connected with a future one, and every 
Relation in which he ſtands as a School of 
Diſcipline for his Affectious, every Trial as 


the Exerciſe of ſome Virtue, and the vir- 
tuous Deeds which reſult from both, as 
Introductory to higher Scenes of Action 
and Enjoyment ! Finally, how tranſporting 


is it to view Death as his Di/charge from 
the Warfare of Mortality, and a trium- 
phant Entry into a State of Freedom, Se- 
curity and Perfection, in which Know- 
ledge and Wiſdom ſhall break upon him 
from every Quarter; where each Faculty 


ſhall have its proper Object, and his Vir- 


tue, which was often damped or defeated 
at 5 dete 
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1 ſhall be enthroned 1n | undiſturbed 


and eternal Empire! 


Advantags On reviewing this ſhort * 


of the Chri- fem of Morals, and the Moti ves 


ſtian Scheme, 


and in C. Which ſupport and enforce it, 
wetion with and comparing both with the 


IR 
— Mo. CHRISTIAN Scheme, what Light 
rality. - and Vigour do they borrow 


from thence ! How clearly and fully does 
CHRISTIAN TT Y lay open the Connections 
of our Nature, both material and immate- 


rial, and future as well as preſent! What 


an ample and beautiful Detail does it pre- 
ſent of, the Duties we owe to God, to So- 
ciety and Ourſebves, promulgated in the 
molt ſimple, intelligible, and popular 
manner; diveſted of every Partiality of 
| Sect or Nation; and adapted to the ge- 


neral State of Mankind! With what 
bright and alluring Examples does it illu- 


ſtrate and recommend the Practice of thoſe 


Duties; and with what mighty Sanctions 


does it enforce that Practice! How 
ſtrongly does it deſcribe. the Corruptions of 
our Nature; the Deviations of our Life 


from the Rule of Duty ; and the Cauſes of 


both! How marvellous and benevolent 
a Plan of Redemption does it unfold, by 


4 which thoſe Corruptions may be remed ds 


and 
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and our Nature reſtored from its Devia« 

tions, to tranſcendent Heights of Virtus 
and Pzety ! Finally, what a fair and com- 
prehenſive Proſpect does it give us of the 
Adminiſtration of God, of which it repre- 
ſents the preſent State only as a ſmall Period; 
and a Period of Warfare and Trial! How _ 
ſolemn and unbounded are the Scenes 
which it opens beyond it; the Reſurrefion | 
of the Dead; the General Fudgment ; the 
Equal Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments to the Good and the Bad; and the 
full Completion of Divine Wiſdom and Cood- 

neſs in the final Eftabli ſpment of Order, Per- 
fettion and Happmeſs ! — How glorious 
[then is that ScREME of RERLISION; and 


how worthy of Afe#ion as well as of Ad- 


miration, which, by making fuch Diſco- 
veries, and affording ſuch Afiftances, has 
_ diſcloſed the unfading Fruits and Tri- 
umphs of VirTue, and ſecured its In- 
tereſts beyond the Power of 1 IME and 
CHANCE 


„ x 
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CONCLUSION. 


E. have now conſidered Recapitula-. 
the ConSTITUTION and tion. 

Cox ECTIONS of Man, and deduced the 
ſeveral 


(3% 
ſeveral Dur ixs reſulting from bob. We 
have inveſtigated ſome of the M rHOps 


by which his Conſtitution may be preſerved 


in a ſound and healthful State, or reftored 


to it. We have enquired into the FI AL. 


Cavsrs of his Conſtitution, and found its 
admirabie Harmony with his Situation. 
And, laftly, we have. enumerated the 
principal MorivEs which inforce the 
Practice of the Duties, incumbent on a 


Creature fo conſtituted, and ſo Situated. 


From this Deduction it ap- 


bee pears, that · Max is a Creature 
e endued with a Variety of Senſes, Pozers 


« and Pgffions, ſubje& to a Variety of 


„ Mants and Dangers, environed with 
many Na run Ax, and capable of form- 


ing many CIvII Camections; bound to 
many Duties in conſequence of ſuch a 
« Nature, ſuch a Situation, and ſuch Con- 
e nections, and ſuſceptible of many Ei- 
< ments in the Diſcharge of them.“ 


It farther appears, that : the Sum of 


e thoſe Duties may be reduced to ſuch 
« a Conduct of his Senſes, Powers and 


Paſſtons, as is duly proportioned to his 


* Wants, to his Dangers, and to his Con- 
nections z that this Conduct is moſt ap- 


8 proved in the mean time, and yields 
=_ 


W 


Rp F & 


DD 
; 


687 


* 


13070 


e eg and: laſting Pleaſures 
* afterwards ;—that particulany. the Ex- 
« erciſe of the public Affections is attended 
d with Exjchments, the greateſt in Dro- 
Nr and Duration; —and in the largeſt 
« Sum of ſuch Pleaſures and Emoyments 
e his higheſt HAPPINESs conſiſts. 
„ TRERETORR, to keep thoſe refined 
« Sources of Enjoyment always open, 
and, in caſes of Competition, to facri- 
e fice the Lower kinds, i. e. thoſe of 
« Senſe and Appetite, to the Higher, i. e. to 
+ thoſe of Reaſon, of Virtue and Piety, 
is not real Self- Denial, but the trueſt 
* Wiſdom and the juſteſt Eſtimate of Hap» 
& Pineſs.—And to ſhut up the nobler 


« Springs, or to ſacrifice the higher to the 
« Lower kc kinds, is not Self-Mdulgence, but 


4 the Height of Folly, and a wrong Calcu- 


« lation of Happmeſs.” 
Therefore Hz who, in his he huppicſt 


YouTa, improves his Huelle- Youth. 
Z#ual Powers in the Search of Truth 


and uſeful Knowledge; and refines and 


ſtrengthens his Moral and Active Powers, 
by the Love of Virtue, for the Service of 


his Friends, his Country and Mankind 


who is animated by true Glory, ex- 
alted by lacred Friendſhip for Social, and 
_-...___-  Ioſtened 
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foftened by virtuous Love for Domeſtic 
Life; who lays his Heart open to every 
other mild and generous Affection, and 
who, to all theſe adds a ſober maſculine 


Piety, equally remote from Superſtition 


and Enthuſiaſm, that Man enjoys the 
moſt agreeable Youth; and lays in the 
richeſt Fund for the honourable Aion, 


and happy Enjoyment of the Nccauin 
Periods of Life. 


The bappien He who, in MAN RO Ob, 


Manhood. keeps the Defenſive and Private 


Paſſions under the wiſeſt Reſtraint ; who 
forms the moſt ſelect and virtuous Friend- 
ſhips; who ſecks after Fame, Wealth and 


Power in the Road of Truth and Virtue, 
and, if he cannot find them in that Road, 


generouſly deſpiſes them; who, in his 


private Character and C onnections gives 


fulleſt Scope to the tender and manly 


Paſſions, and in his public Character and 
Connections ſerves his Country and Man- 
kind, in the moſt upright and diſintereſted 
manner: who, in fine, enjoys the Goods 


of Life with the greateſt Moderation, bears 


its Ils with the greateſt Fortitude; and in 
thoſe various Circumſtances of Duty and 
Trial maintains and expreſſes an habitual 


- and ſupreme Reverence and Love of God; 


Tran 
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Tur Man is the worthieft Character i in 
Ibis Stage of Life; paſſes through it with 
the higheſt Satisfaction and Dignity; and 


paves "the Way to the moſt cal and 


honourable Old-age. , 


Finally, HE who, in the The bappieſt 


Ducting or LirE preſerves Oid-age. 


himſelf moſt exempt from the Chagrins 


incident to that Period; cheriſhes the 
moſt equal and kind Aﬀettions; uſes his 


Experience, Wiſdom and Authority in the 
moſt fatherly and venerable manner; acts 
under a Senſe of the Inſpection, and with 


a View to the Approbation of his Mater; 
is daily aſpiring after Immortality, and 
ripening apace for it; and having ſuſtained 


his Part with integrity and Conſiſtency to 
the laſt, quits the Stage with a modeſt 
and graceful Triumph; Tris is the 2%, 
this is the happieſt OLD-MaAN. 


Therefore that whole Life of e happieſt 
Youth, Manhood and Old-age Life 
which is ſpent after this mannner, is the 


BEST and the HAPPIESsT LIr E. 
* He, who has the ſtrongeſt ze good 


Original Propenfion to fuch Mn. 
_ 4 Sentiments and Diſpoſitions, has the 

* beſt NaTuRaL Temper.” © He, who 
„„ e « culti- 


— ³ſ — 
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0 cullivates them with the teſt Care, 


„e js the moſt VieTuovs Cha- 
TeFirtuns, « racter“ * He, who knows 


& to indulge them in the moſt diſcreet and 
The Wiſe, tee conſſſtent manner, is the 
Frmate „ WIS EST.“ And Hx, 


Man. „ who, with the largeſt Capa- 
Opportunities of in- 


A cities, has the beſt 
* dulging them, is the moſt e 
N ATE. 


1 from our Life upon 


A Life ac- ; 
cording to © this. Plan is to FoLLow 
Natire., „ Narturr”, that is to ſay, 


to act ina Conformity to our Original Con- 


ffitution, and in a Subordination to the 


Eternal Order of Things. And, by 
« acting in this manner, (ſo benevolently 


are we formed by our common Parent!) 


e we effectually promote and ſecure our 
* higheſt Intereſt.” Pnus, 
dam and at laſt it appears, (and who 
Happineſs would not rejoice in ſo Di- 


are an wine a Conſtitution? ) that 


% Duty, WispoM and HapPingss co- 
&« incide, and are one. e 
The Sum and 


* « Improvement of Rx as0N ; 


"66 the 


To conclude : © Virtue 
Perfection is the higheſt. Exerciſe and 
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« the  Irtegrity, the Harmony, and juſt 


c Balance of AFFECTION; the Fo 
% Strexugth and Beauty of the Mixp.“ 


The ne of Virtue is to give 


% Rxagon free Scope; to obey the Auz 
„ thority of Coxscixxog with Macrity 
* to exerciſe the Defenſive Paſſions with, 
% ForTITuDE ; the Private with TeM- 


© PERANCE z the Public with JusTICE ; 


and all of them with PRUpEN CE; that 
* is, in a due Proportion to each other, 
« and an entire Subſerviency to a calm dif- 
« fuſive BENEVOLENCE ; to adore and 
love Gor with a difinterefted and umi- 
« walled AFFECTION, and to acquieſce in 
* his Providence with a joyful Refi, ignation.”? 
« Every Approach to this Standard is an 


« Approach to Perfection and Happinzss. 
« And every Deviation from Its a Devia- 


c fin to Vice and Mistery.” 


From this whole REVIEW 4 able and 
of Human NATURE, the joyful Corol. 
moſt divine and joyful of all 7 
Truths breaks upon us with full Evi- 


dence and Luſtre z © That Maw is li- 
** berally provided with Senſes and Capa- 
© cittes for enjoying Happineſs ; furniſhed 
ho with Means tor * it; _ by 


« his 


— 


( 312 ) 3 
<« his NA TunE where it lies; prompted 
_ © by his Passtons within, and his Con- 
*& D1TION without, powerfully to ſeek it; 
& and, by the wiſe and benevolent OrDzr 
« of Heaven, often conducted to the WEI- 
. FARE of the PaRTICULAR, and always 
made ſubſervient to the Goop of the 
* UNIVERSAL SYSTEM. 


Fo 
* 


